Evaluation of the Severn Valley
Strategic Regeneration
Programme

Research Summary

Social research

The SVSRP is a £5.4m part-funded
ERDF programme of physical
infrastructure investments in and
around the towns of Llanidloes,
Newtown and Welshpool, in the
county of Powys. It consists of three
distinct schemes, each of which has
now been completed:

Evaluation Work Carried Out

site development and servicing:
at the Offa’s Dyke Business
Park (Welshpool) and the
Abermule
Business
Park
(Newtown);
Severn Valley built heritage
scheme: physical renovation of
specific run down properties,
and bringing back into use
derelict properties;
Severn Valley environmental
enhancement
scheme:
investment in the three town
centres to improve the built
environment.
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The evaluation work involved updating a previous
baseline study carried out in 2010 in order to assess
how perceptions of the local area have changed,
capturing the impact of the programme on these
changes. The work included:
800 on-street interviews with local residents living
within 10 miles of at least one of the three towns;
390 telephone interviews with local businesses and
voluntary/community groups located within 10
miles of at least one of the three towns,
supplemented by a small number of in-depth
interviews.
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Key Findings: Business and VCS
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Impact of SVSRP on Perceptions
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employment land and SME
premises where there is a case
for public funding;
5. Develop a local enterprise

and streets.
Among

4. Gap Fund provision of

VCS

organisations,

awareness was highest of the
Offa’s Dyke Business Park scheme
(18 per cent) and awareness of the
other investments was very low

programme that links physical
regeneration with support for
local businesses, individuals
and entrepreneurs.
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(under 10 per cent for each strand).
Among VCS organisations, the
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largest impacts were perceived to
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be on maintenance of streets and
cleanliness/tidiness of the towns.
Recommendations
1. Ensure key transport
infrastructure investments (eg.
Newtown Bypass) are made to
ease congestion and open up
new sites;
2. Support local businesses,
organisations and consumers to
maximise use and impact of
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