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Conclusion 
 

It was suspected that these buzzards had been poisoned. Laboratory analysis for a range of likely pesticides has 
been undertaken on the submitted samples. These tests have detected and confirmed a residue of carbofuran in 
gizzard contents from one bird and this is likely to be the cause of its death. Both pheasant carcases had a similar slit 
down the chest and one of these was analysed and also confirmed as containing carbofuran. It appears that 
pheasant carcases have been intentionally laced with carbofuran and at least three buzzards may have died as a 
result of this action. This is an abuse of the pesticide. 

 
Analyses have been completed on three further samples that were submitted for tests. A residue of bromadiolone 
was confirmed in the Tom Cat product and a residue of difenacoum was confirmed in the material from the unmarked 
container. The pellets from the miracle grow container were tested for a range of carbamate compounds, which 
includes carbofuran, but no residue was found. 

 
This replaces the earlier restricted report issued on the 19 November 2007. 




