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Update from the Chair, 
Umar Hussain MBE

Ystadau Cymru is now a vibrant network of engaged professionals 
on the journey of Making the Best Use of the Public Estate as per 
our shared vision. To further the collaboration agenda, in addition to 
sharing and celebrating great work, we have published:

• Property Collaboration Toolkit 

• Community Asset Transfer guidance 

• Estate Co-location and Land Transfer Protocol

• Identification and disposal of Welsh Government non-core surplus 
land and buildings

• Commission of Community Asset Transfer Research paper

• Guidance for the acquisition of property assets by Welsh 
Government

Welcome to our 4th Ystadau Cymru 
update to all colleagues managing 
the public estate in Wales. It has been 
and continues to be a remarkable 
period of activity where estates 
teams have shown invaluable skills in 
securing a safe working environment 
across Wales and ensuring vital public 
services were maintained.
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We have excellent support from 
Rebecca Evans MS Minister for 
Finance and Local Government 
and our focus ahead will continue 
to be decarbonisation, biodiversity 
and new work place strategy as 
a consequence of the pandemic. 
It is therefore time to pass on 
the baton of leading YC on your 
behalf. I am pleased to introduce 
Beverly Owen CEO of Newport 
City Council who has kindly 
agreed to take forward the next 
leg of our journey as the new chair 
of Ystadau Cymru.
A Housing and Regeneration 
graduate, Beverly has over 
20 years’ senior experience of 
local government across a variety 
of chief officer roles.  Having led 
the development and delivery of 
a number of major economic and 
social regeneration programmes 
in South East Wales, Beverly 
was appointed as Newport City 
Council’s Chief Executive in 
July 2020.   

With a passion for economic growth 
underpinned by sustainability 
and resilient communities, 
Beverly continues to oversee 
the Regeneration portfolio at 
Newport.  Beverly was previously 
a founding Director of the Cardiff 
Capital Region’s Compound Semi-
Conductor Foundry Board and is 
currently the Council’s appointed 
Director on the Newport Norse 
Joint Venture Property Company.
As chair, I have been humbled 
by the positivity and your response 
to our shared goals and hope 
you will provide the same warmth 
and support to Beverly as I have 
enjoyed. 
 
Thank you.
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Update from Rebecca Evans MS, 
Minister for Finance and 
Local Government

I welcome this 
opportunity to 
contribute to the 
4th edition of the 
Ystadau Cymru 
newsletter and share 
some very important 
news with you. 

Recently the Welsh Government  
published its Programme for Government 
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com 
and associated Well-being Statement  
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com 
for this Senedd term, setting out the ambitious 
set of commitments which Welsh Ministers 
intend to deliver this term. The government’s 
programme will create a stronger, fairer, 
greener and more compassionate Wales, 
addressing the unprecedented challenges 
we face whilst allowing us to look forward 
with hope and optimism.

It is a credible programme, which focusses on 
ways we can make the greatest difference to 
the lives of people in Wales both now and in 
the future, as well as help our communities 
thrive working with our valued partners 
and stakeholders at all levels. It also puts 
collaboration ahead of competition, showing 
how we will act to maximise fairness for all and 
eliminate inequality at every level of society. 
People in Wales look after each other, and this 
programme is built on exactly that principle.

Collaboration is at the heart of Ystadau Cymru 
and I look forward to seeing the delivery 
programme and how it supports the new 
government’s priorities. The establishment of 
the new government also corresponds with 
changes in YC’s governance structures. 

For the last 2 years the role of chair has been 
undertaken by Umar Hussain, MBE. Under 
Umar’s direction Ystadau Cymru has delivered 
many key collaborative projects and promoted 
best practice to support this important area of 
work. Now Umar has decided to step down 
as chair, I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank him for the drive, energy and dedication 
he brought to Ystadau Cymru, including with the 
establishment of the annual awards. He has left 
a lasting legacy during his term as chair, and 
I am very grateful.

Moving forward I am pleased to announce that 
Beverly Owen, Chief Executive of Newport 
City Council will be the new chair of Ystadau 
Cymru. I look forward to working with Beverly, 
listening to her observations and suggestions 
for the proposed programme and how Ystadau 
Cymru will align to the new Government’s key 
ministerial priorities.

Finally, I hope to speak to you again later in the 
year at the next Ystadau Cymru Conference 
and Awards Ceremony, which I know will be 
an opportunity to again showcase the fantastic 
work that is taking place within the public 
sector across Wales in what has been the 
most challenging of circumstances.  

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fprogramme-for-government-2021-to-2026&data=04%7C01%7CLuke.Brennan%40gov.wales%7Ce8b778ed9ebd484ba96708d92feb2d4d%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637593509380028116%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=7DBuGBM0muAlXQO981ReEEnshLTJJ3AJVpbsKgUUUZo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fprogramme-for-government-2021-to-2026-well-being-statement&data=04%7C01%7CLuke.Brennan%40gov.wales%7Ce8b778ed9ebd484ba96708d92feb2d4d%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637593509380038075%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=OzKk3mPXty2gFfaZ5Wci0khE4Eq04%2BKGy9sKBB4cvkA%3D&reserved=0
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YC Learning Programme success with CIPFA
The Ystadau Cymru Training and Skills 
Programme was successfully launched with 
the ‘Introduction to Corporate Landlord’ 
event held in May. Since then, there has 
been two other events, the ‘Strategic 
Asset Management Leadership’ event and 
‘Achieving successful Compulsory Purchase 
orders’. All three events have been well 
attended averaging 70 attendees per 
session. 

There will be a second round of training 
events planned after the summer recess 
starting in September. 

The remaining courses are:

September: Building more low Carbon 
homes

October: Gearing up to build more 
homes for social rent

November: Delivering Public Value –  
a strategic approach to social, 
environmental and economic 
value

December: Event TBC 

If you would like more information on 
any events being delivered by Ystadau 
Cymru, please email the mailbox on: 
ystadaucymru@gov.wales

YC Conference and Awards 2021
HOLD THE DATE: 2 December 2021
 
Ystadau Cymru will be holding its annual 
conference and awards ceremony on 
2 December 2021. The conference will be 
an opportunity to share YC topics related 
to the new Programme for Government 
and the awards will celebrate the excellent 
collaborative work that has been taking place 
within the public sector estate.

mailto:ystadaucymru%40gov.wales?subject=
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Replacement for electronic 
Property Information & 
Mapping Service (e-PIMS)
Later this year e-PIMS is to be replaced 
with a new mapping system called ‘InSite’ 
which is hosted by the UK Cabinet Office. 
It will be a digital platform to join up 
strategic government land, property and 
people data in one place, that also provides 
socio economic information. 

InSite will improve strategic management 
of the government estate while also 
benefiting wider public bodies to deliver 
improved public services.  It makes it easier 
to find land for development and drives 
up strategic performance by providing 
comparisons of cost, utilisation and 
environmental performance. 

The government property finder function 
will improve the digital shopfront for 
disposing surplus estate, and provides 
information to the market about 
government property assets for sale.

The roll out for most will start early 
next year and a separate YC note has 
been issued to update users in Wales.  
If you would like any further information 
regarding InSite, please contact  
nigel.thomas2@gov.wales

© Crown copyright 2022   WG45216          Mae’r ddogfen yma hefyd ar gael yn Gymraeg. This document is also available in Welsh.

NHS Wales Decarbonisation 
Strategic Delivery Plan
The Ystadau Cymru Board meeting in March 
centred on decarbonisation, Chris Lewis who 
is Senior Environment & Facilities Advisor 
for NHS Wales introduced the NHS Wales 
Decarbonisation Strategic Delivery Plan  
2021 – 2030. 

The plan was created in partnership between, 
NHS Wales Shared Services Partnership, 
The Carbon Trust and Welsh Government 
and was launched in March 2021.

https://gov.wales/nhs-wales-decarbonisation-
strategic-delivery-plan

mailto:nigel.thomas2%40gov.wales?subject=
https://gov.wales/nhs-wales-decarbonisation-strategic-delivery-plan
https://gov.wales/nhs-wales-decarbonisation-strategic-delivery-plan
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