


You will be aware of the lengthy and detailed discussions, which have produced a series of 
Common Frameworks in key policy areas. It would be a strong affirmation of the UK 
Government’s commitment to such joint efforts if the market access processes set out in 
Parts 1 to 3 of the Internal Market Act were explicitly to be reserved for only those areas 
where Common Frameworks cannot be agreed. 
 
The position with regard to the Intergovernmental Relations Review is, in principle, much 
more positive, but it urgently needs to be brought to a conclusion, which delivers fair and 
tangible results for us to build on in the future.  
 
If these matters can be resolved, I am confident we can find new ways of working co-
operatively. Governments will clearly disagree on some issues but we ought to be capable 
of working together to demonstrate to our citizens the value of collaboration between 
governments in a strong union, based on partnership and respect.   
 
Last week’s Senedd elections gave my party a clear mandate to speak for Wales. The 
electorate voted overwhelmingly for parties, which support the maintenance and 
strengthening of the powers of the Senedd. For my part, I want to work constructively with 
the UK Government to deliver the best outcomes for the people of Wales.  
 
It is my belief we are now at a critical point for relations between the Welsh and UK 
governments, and for the United Kingdom as a whole. 
 
Too often in the last year, “muscular Unionism” has found its expression in aggressively 
unilateral actions by the UK Government. In that direction lies the strengthening of separist 
sentiment and the further fracturing of already fragile relationships. 
 
Now is the moment to do things differently and to demonstrate – rather than simply assert – 
that there are new and better ways of securing a meaningful future for our voluntary 
association of four nations. 
 
I hope we can make rapid and significant progress on the issues I have outlined above. If 
we are unable to, then I want to be clear that the new government I lead will be robust in 
continuing to defend the settlement, which people in Wales have repeatedly endorsed. 
I am copying this letter to the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, the Secretary of State 
for Wales, the First Minister of Scotland and the First Minster and deputy First Minister of 
Northern Ireland. 
 

Yours sincerely  

 
MARK DRAKEFORD  

 
 
 




