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4 February 2022 

 

Dear Stakeholder  

 

APPLICATION FOR WHELK PERMIT & PERMIT CONDITIONS 2022-23  

In December we wrote to inform you the Welsh Government had introduced new whelk 
fisheries management measures. The purpose of The Whelk Fishing Permit (Wales) 
Order 2021 is to conserve whelk stocks and ensure the sustainability of the fishery 
through ‘adaptive management’ in response to changes in the environment or stock 
levels. 

We have published a new whelk fishery web page (https://gov.wales/whelk-fishery), 
which provides useful links to all relevant information including how to apply for a 
permit and guidance on how we will manage the fishery. 

As a result of the Order, the following measures will apply from 1 March 2022: 

 An authorisation scheme (permit with conditions (see below)) for all vessels 
taking whelks with pots in the Welsh zone. There will be a fee for this permit 
(except in the first permit period beginning 1 March 2022). 

 An annual permit period which will run from 00:01 on 1 March each year to 
23:59 on the last day of February the following year. 

 An annual catch limit (ACL) informed by scientific monitoring and catch data 
will be set for the entire permitted fleet. This will be set at 5,298 tonnes for the 
permit period beginning 1 March 2022 and thereafter will be varied based on 
evidence. 

 A flexible monthly catch limit (MCL) will be issued to all permit holders in any 
given month. Initially for the permit period beginning 1 March 2022, this will be 
set at 50 tonnes in March and, if necessary, will be varied in subsequent 
months to ensure the ACL is not exceeded and the benefit of the fishery is 
spread across the permit period in line with historic fishing patterns. 

 All permit holders will be required to submit an accurate monthly catch return 
for each permitted vessel at the end of each month as a permit condition even 
if they have not fished. 
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In November 2021 we wrote to consult you on the proposed whelk permit conditions 
and informed you further conditions might be required as a result of a Habitats 
Regulations Assessment (HRA). As a consequence of the HRA, five further permit 
conditions will be added to protect features in Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) 
from any potential adverse effects of whelk potting. The complete set of permit 
conditions are now available on our web site https://gov.wales/whelk-fishery-
guidance-2022-2023 (see pages 10-11).  

Maps and coordinates define sea areas where fishing for whelks with pots is not 
permitted and others where the use of whelk potting gear with securing anchors 
designed to penetrate sediment, is not permitted.  

When defining these we used the following principles such that any area should: 

 Include a seaward buffer of 100m around known features to avoid unintentional 
interactions with strings of whelk potting gear of variable length. 

 Have the least possible number of points, simple shapes and straight lines for 
ease of use by fishers. 

 Align with shore based features or other existing navigation features if possible 
for ease of use. 

 Where features have low numbers of single records at specific points, permit 
conditions will be applied within 100m of those points. 

 

We are about to start issuing permits and would recommend, that if you intend to fish 
for whelk with pots in the Welsh zone and have not yet applied, you submit your 
application by 11 February to ensure we have sufficient time to process and issue a 
permit for the start of the permit period. The application form can be found on the whelk 
fishery web page (https://gov.wales/whelk-fishery). 

 

If you would like any further information about the new whelk management system 
please contact the Marine and Fisheries division: 

Email: milfordhavenfisheriesoffice@gov.wales  or Phone 0300 025 3500. 

 

Yours faithfully,  

Andy Bradick 
Fisheries Manager 
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