
9th, January 2022

Dear Sir or Madam,

I am writing to you on behalf of the Friends of Saint Decuman (the Friends) to object to Rhoscrowther
wind farm DNS/3261355.

The Friends of Saint Decuman aim to advance the knowledge, understanding and appreciation of the
life, culture, heritage and work of the Welsh Saint, St Decuman.
We feel that you do not need to have a religious or spiritual belief to appreciate the history, architecture
or stories connected to the Saints. The Friends currently consists of 11 people all of whom have
contributed to and agreed upon the content of this letter.
The Friends was formed in Pembrokeshire but some of the group are based in other parts of the UK and
in Paris, France. We are in contact with communities that have a connection to Decuman in England,
Scotland and the Republic of Ireland. The Friends, and the charity the Friends of Friendless Churches,
have carried out a lot of work to help protect and promote St Decuman's church in Rhoscrowther and
this work is still ongoing. Work is underway to create a pilgrimage / heritage trail similar to those created
in north Pembrokeshire. This would not only include Decuman but other south Pembrokeshire Saints,
such as St Petrox, and those with a connection to the area such as St Govan. It would also involve and
expand upon the Priors and Pilgrims Heritage Trail. A very recent article from BBC News 1 highlights the
north Pembrokeshire trail and how pilgrimages, for those who are religious or non-religious, are
becoming a very popular and environmentally friendly form of tourism. It also highlights the economic
benefits of increased visitor numbers.
Rhoscrowther doesn’t just have a church with a rare dedication to Decuman, it is also the birthplace of
this Welsh Saint and the place where he grew up. He is known locally as St Degman and one of the old
Welsh names for Rhoscrowther is Llandegman meaning Degman’s Church. The Friends aim to advance
the knowledge and appreciation of Decuman as we feel that his importance as a Welsh-born Saint is
currently undervalued. Further translation of medieval Latin texts, some of which tell Decuman’s lifestory,
will help to grow the appreciation of this Saint who was important enough to be one of only two Saints
honoured with a statue on the West Front Wall of Wells Cathedral.
St Decuman’s church in Rhoscrowther is open every day and visited regularly. In 2021 the church bell
was rung on both Christmas Day and New Year’s Day, amongst others, and it is planned for it to be rung
for Queen Elizabeth’s Platinum Jubilee this year. Despite the difficulties and restrictions caused by covid
St Decuman’s was still able to celebrate Easter, Feast Days and the first Sunday of Advent and to
commemorate Remembrance Sunday. The entries in the visitors’ book show the appreciation and
enjoyment of not only this beautiful church but also it’s churchyard and the experience of visiting such a
picturesque place.
On the wall outside the Old Schoolroom building at St Decuman’s churchyard is a plaque dedicated to
the Welsh language poet Waldo Williams who was born in Haverfordwest in Pembrokeshire. Two of the
poems he wrote were inspired by the Angle Peninsula. ‘Daw’r wennol yn ôl i’w nyth’ was inspired by
Castlemartin and ‘Cofio’ was inspired by Rhoscrowther. Waldo is described by Cymdeithas Waldo
Williams (Waldo Williams Society) as “one of Wales’ most influential poets and a bard of international
significance”. Rhoscrowther's connection with this poet is another important part of the area's heritage.
We feel there is a synergy between St Decuman’s and Waldo’s connections to Rhoscrowther and that
this can be developed to further increase visitor numbers to the area and to promote both of these local,
Welsh-born figures from history and to help to pass on their legacy to future generations. Rhoscrowther



wind farm will, we feel, have a negative and detrimental effect on not just the wider landscape but on the
important Welsh culture and heritage connected to Rhoscrowther, St Decuman and Waldo. When you
are at the churchyard you can look eastwards towards Cheveralton valley and towards where Waldo
was working when he was inspired to write his most well known poem, ‘Cofio’. Views towards the east
are particularly important not just in Christianity but in many religions, cultures and spiritual beliefs. The
moving turbines would be visible in some of the easten views from the churchyard at St Decuman’s. At
times they would be silhouetted against the important sunrise in the east and we feel this would have an
adverse impact on the experience of visitors to the churchyard, especially during sunrise and through
the morning. We feel the turbines would have a particularly damaging effect on Easter sunrise
gatherings especially as Easter Day is regarded as the most important day in the Christian calendar. If
you are at any of the Waldo viewpoints you look west over Cheveralton valley and Waldo's landscape,
which includes the church. The turbines would be seen in these views at a very close distance as you
look west towards Kilpaison Bay and Angle, which is the view towards the sunset that inspired Waldo. In
some of these views the turbines would often be silhouetted against the sunset.
The 3 turbines that are proposed for this wind farm are sited in the same places as turbines 1, 2 and 3 of
the previous proposal2, which was refused, and in the report for the previous proposal (ref no:
APP/N6845/A/15/3025045) the Inspector stated at Para 263 “The development would introduce new
modern structures into the rural surroundings of the church.”. As the currently proposed turbines would
be 35% taller than the ones that were refused before and the blades considerably longer we feel their
detrimental impact would also be even greater than that identified before. We feel the turbines will have
a detrimental impact on the visitors’ experience of the heritage and culture of the area especially as they
would be visible from the peaceful and secluded churchyard at St Decuman's and be built on the very
landscape that inspired Waldo.
We feel that some of the viewpoint photomontages submitted by the developer do not give the full
impression of the impact the turbines would have, especially as you move around the churchyard and as
you move to and from the Waldo plaque and the Old Schoolroom. We also feel that when the trees are
not in full leaf the moving turbine blades would be even more distracting. Whilst the static towers of the
turbines may appear to look slightly similar to vertical tree trunks and thus less obvious, we feel it is the
large hubs and the long rotating blades that will be apparent, not just where they are seen above the
trees, but also when they are seen through the bare trees. The rotating motion of the blades will be
entirely different to the static trees with their leafless branches, and we feel this rotating motion will draw
the attention of visitors and create the sense of an alien, modern feature being brought into the
churchyard. In the easterly view from the churchyard (with the exception of a few fir trees) most of the
trees are deciduous and would be completely bare of leaves over the winter months. Throughout the
spring and autumn they would be at various stages of being semi-leaved. It is only in the few summer
months where they would be in full leaf. We feel this shows there would be a considerable part of each
year where the rotating blades would be visible through the trees. Regarding the photomontages
provided by the developer we would like to highlight that although the photomontages are dated
10/09/2021 the dates of the photos used in them are 19/07/2020 and 15/06/2020 when the trees would
be in full leaf. One of the images provided by the developer which is of particular concern to us is the
photomontage from the churchyard to the south of St Decuman’s overlooking the Old Schoolroom
(Figure 8.6 viewpoint CH VPB churchyard south of St Decumanus (photo date 19/07/2020)). The image
states “Direction of view: 91°” which is very nearly due east. As we have already stated, the view to the
east is an important direction in many religions, cultures and spiritual beliefs. We have attached below a
screenshot6 of part of a page from a website about Rhoscrowther and its surrounding area. This shows a
photo taken from the churchyard to the south of the church and overlooking the Old Schoolroom. The



photo shows the dawn breaking on Easter morning 2021. We feel this image not only shows how much
more visible the turbines will be in general when the trees are not in full leaf but also how they would be
back-lit by the light of the sun. In our opinion this would have a detrimental effect on visitors’ experiences
of the important sunrise at St Decuman’s churchyard. We feel that the turbines will be very visible from
many parts of the churchyard for large parts of the year and on some particularly important occasions.
We have attached a photograph7 taken from a similar position in the churchyard north of the church to
the one provided by the developer in Figure 8.5 viewpoint CH VPA churchyard north of St Decumanus
(photo date 15/06/2020). We feel the image we have provided shows how much more visible the
turbines would be without the trees in full leaf.
We feel that in the documents for this application, as in the previous application, the developer has
emphasised the Valero refinery and its alleged impact on St Decuman’s church, churchyard and
surrounding setting. We have referenced below some points from an Inspector’s report3,4 and from a
letter by the Friends of Friendless Churches5, which we feel show instead that Valero has very little
impact or none at all on St Decuman’s church, churchyard and surrounding setting.
We hope this letter explains some of our concerns and some of the reasons why we are objecting to this
application, however we would like to request that a member of the Friends of St Decuman is allowed to
speak at any hearing or inquiry for Rhoscrowther wind farm so that we can more fully explain the work
we are doing to promote St Decuman, the church and the wider area, and how we feel Rhoscrowther
wind farm will impact on things.
We would like to ask that when you are on your site visit you would please visit St Decuman’s church
and churchyard, the Waldo plaque, the Old Schoolroom and the viewpoint of Waldo’s landscape at the
pull-in on Vine Cottage lane.
We would also like to ask that you please read the entries in the visitors’ book at St Decuman’s church.
We hope that you will recommend that Rhoscrowther wind farm DNS/3261355 be refused.

Kindest Regards,

J Lewis



References:

1 BBC News - Wales-Ireland walking route to celebrate Celtic links
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-59837381

2 Environmental Statement Chapter 8 - Heritage   Page 293  Para 8.33: “The Development site
location remains unchanged from the 2014 wind farm application. The number of proposed turbines has
been reduced from five to three and the three turbines remain in locations proposed in 2014.”

3 Inspector’s Report APP/N6845/A/15/3025045:   Para 253 Although the refinery lies a short
distance to the north, the intervening and wooded valley side provides substantial screening and only
glimpsed views of it are possible from within the churchyard. Whilst the mature trees also limit views
towards the east, from within the churchyard and its immediate surrounds there are views of upper parts
of the valley where the turbines would be located. The location of the churchyard within the valley with
outward views restricted by vegetation together with the clearance of most of the nearby dwellings
creates a sense of enclosure and isolation.

4 Inspector’s Report APP/N6845/A/15/3025045:   Para 259 Whilst in longer distance views the
church is seen nestled in the valley with the refinery as a dominant presence in the background, in
closer views of the church the refinery is hardly seen and in its immediate environs its presence is hardly
perceived. Although it was suggested that the refinery operations were audible and could be smelt, this
is dependent on the strength and direction of the wind. Whilst I accept that there will be times when
standing in the churchyard the operations at the refinery would be apparent, during my site visits I
experienced a low background hum and no perceptible odour.

5 DNS/3261355 Rhoscrowther-wind-farm-rep007 Friends of Friendless Churches:   Although the
refinery to the north is vast it cannot be seen from church or churchyard due to the sloping, wooded
landscape. Its bulk or operations do not impact on the setting, seclusion, enjoyment or peace of the
church or the churchyard in any way.

6 Screenshot of part of website page showing view towards the east from St Decuman’s
churchyard during Easter sunrise:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-59837381


7 Photo from northern part of St Decuman’s churchyard looking towards the proposed wind farm:


