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Objection to Rhoscrowther Wind Farm Application   OUR Ref: DNS/ 3261355 

 

Dear Inspector 

 

Location 

 

As a resident  living with my family in a cottage in the very close proximity of the proposed  wind 

turbine site, I am extremely concerned for the ecosystem, and the detrimental effects these 

constructions would have on them. Sunnyridge does not seem to be registered on a documentation 

report, submitted by the  Rhoscrowther Wind farm Ltd. Indicating properties situated in relation to 

the turbines. Wallaston Green has documentation regarding distances to the site, whereby, 

Sunnyridge is much closer, approx.  855 metres (0.5 mile)  situated from the third turbine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There would be a substantial impact on Sunnyridge property, for instance the visual impact on the 

landscape, as well as the intrusion of the landscape, relating to the ecosystem. Not to mention the 

adverse impacts on the Pembrokeshire National Park and adjacent areas, as well as on the 

distinctive and sensitive local heritage, and on visual, recreational and residential ‘receptors’ which 

have been understated on previous reports. 

Please see the above satellite view regarding the close proximity. I have also attached photos at the 

end of my letter (See Appendix A) to try and make it clearer, how close we would be to the first 

turbine. 

 

Environment - Pembrokeshire ecosystem 

 

 

In Pembrokeshire there is the protected bat species, therefore I fear wind turbines would be a threat 

to the bats due to past reports, hundreds of bats have been in collisions with wind turbines. Despite 

assessments predicting that many wind farms were unlikely to affect such animals, new research 

has proven otherwise. Research suggests that one factor is the speed at which a rotating blade tip 

moves. Speeds in excess of 160 mph are not uncommon, and this is simply too fast for bats in the 

proximity to detect and avoid in time. There is increasing evidence that dramatic changes in air 



pressure around the rotating blade edges induces barotrauma, and causes fatal internal 

haemorrhaging. Bats breed slowly, producing one offspring per year, or every other year. 

Consequently changes to their breeding site/roosts, (with bat roosts reported in Rhoscrowther)  

brought about by development, for example wind turbine construction, can significantly impact a 

local bat population for a long time. Bats are important in Wales, where we have twelve bat species 

in Wales and sixteen species altogether in the UK. They are important to the ecosystem, because 

they are insect predators, flower pollinators and seed disperses. They are valuable to a habitat’s 

biodiversity. Unfortunately they are all in decline. Up until now we have seen an abundance of  bats 

throughout the year, flying around our property at night. Resident to Pembrokeshire are also the 

birds of prey such as buzzards, Kestrels, Red Kite and sparrow hawks. We have all these raptors on 

a regular basis, as well as numerous small birds visiting and attracting the raptors. These birds of 

prey that fly high , as high as the wind turbines which are reported to have a height of 135m, would 

be a potential collision hazard for these magnificent birds. 

 

Tourism  
 

The Pembrokeshire National Park which is close to the wind turbine site, would be affected from 

this major intrusion to the Pembroke landscape, in regards to tourists visiting this area. Horse back 

riders especially, due to horses being particularly skittish creatures, and the rotating blades of wind 

turbines and the vibrating noise that would occur could potentially make a horse bolt and be a 

serious potential accident. This lane veering towards the wind turbines is a well used lane for horse 

riders, who use this route to go to the beach. The Pembrokeshire riding school in Hundleton is close 

by and they use this lane often, bypassing our cottage. As well as horse riders, cyclists and ramblers 

are also in abundance along this lane, throughout the year. This lane leads tourists onto the 

Pembrokeshire coastal path, towards Angle. These wind turbines would have a negative impact on 

tourists, due to the fact that indisputably, Pembrokeshire has become an extremely popular tourist 

destination and visitor numbers have increased immensely over the recent years. Tourists visit  

Pembroke for many reasons, and this area is known for its beaches, which there are at least three in 

close proximity to this site. This is a rural, tranquil and relaxing tourist area, which would be ruined 

by  monstrous and noisy wind turbines. 

 

 

Historic Heritage  

 

There are two churches of historic interest in Rhoscrowther vicinity. The St Decuman’s church in 

Rhoscrowther and St Mary’s church in Pwllcrochan, both situated within one mile of the proposed 

site. The historic parish church St Decuman’s is a grade 1 listed, large medieval church, which now 

stands alone, almost the only sole survivor of the Rhoscrowther village, due to the presence of the 

over bearing Valero refinery. St Decuman church is one of only two in Britain dedicated to the celtic 

saint. The Decuman church is one of the seven principal churches in Dyfed, under medieval Welsh 

law, as this historic church lies on the edge of the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park. St 

Decuman’s church would be very close to the proposed area. This church is visited regularly by 

locals and tourists alike. The church is always open and visitors leave their thoughts in a visitors 

book within the church. The second church lies within one mile of the wind turbine site, St Mary’s 

church in Pwllcrochan which has been developed in partnership with the princes Trust and 

converted into a field study centre for school children. There is extensive biodiversity around the 

churchyard  and tourists are also attracted to the church and its surroundings. There is a beach just 

400 m from this church. 

 

 

 

 



Conclusion 

 

We are strongly opposed to these constructions, as mentioned at the beginning of this letter, the 

noise factor which as far as I am aware there has been no noise monitored and reported on since 

2013. As well as the intrusion on the landscape which would have an adverse effect on wildlife, 

tourism, and the tranquility of the area. The biodiversity would be negatively affected, while the 

landscape will always be sustained, this is not the case for the wind turbines.   

The other factor is the light reflection and disturbance at certain times of the day, for example when 

the sun sets in the west, which is the direction of where the wind turbines would be constructed, the 

traffic to and from Valero refinery would be affected due to the intermittent movements of the 

rotating blades, distracting drivers. Although we are not opposed to renewable energy, the three 

wind turbines would produce as documented in reports, 12.9 MW, this seems minimal in 

comparison to investments in offshore wind farms, where a numerous quantity of turbines would 

produce a lot more energy. The offshore turbines would not have the adverse effects and  

detrimental outcomes, which the land wind farms would produce. Also, if these wind turbines were 

to materialise, who is to say, that in the future there would not be an opportunity to open the way for 

more wind farm turbines, spreading across the landscape as we are witnessing now with the solar 

panels in our close proximity. 

 

If there is a site viewing in the Rhoscrowther area, would you consider visiting our cottage to see 

how close we actually are.   This would be appreciated if such an action was to take place. 

 

Kind regards 

 

Mrs Jennifer and Dr. J. Weick.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix A 



 

 
The view from the proposed site to our property. Arrow shows our property. From the Valero 

refinery road. 

 

 
           

View from the vine cottage lane, coming from Hoplass Farm. Arrow to the right shows our property 

from a different view point. 

 



The view from our garden on our property facing the fields to the right, where the wind turbine site 

could be. 

 

 

 

 

 


