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David Harries (Aaron & Partners LLP) 
 
Pembrokeshire County Council 
 
Consultees / Interested persons 
 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) (‘The 1990 Act’) The 

Developments of National Significance (Wales) Regulations 2016 (as amended) (‘The 

DNS Regulations’) The Developments of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) 

Order 2016 (as amended) (‘The DNS Procedure Order’)  

Application by: Rhoscrowther Wind Farm Limited  

Site address: Land off Refinery Road, Hundleton, Pembrokeshire, SA71 5SJ 

The appointed Inspector, D K Beggan BSc (Hons), MSc, DipTP, DipMan, MRTPI has asked 

me to contact you regarding this Development of National Significance (DNS) application. 

This communication constitutes official notification of important matters related to this DNS 

application. Please read the following information in its entirety. If anything is unclear, please 

contact us. This letter should be treated as: 

1. Notice under Article 27(7) of the DNS Procedure Order that the Welsh Ministers 

will accept a proposed variation to the application. 

 

2. Notice under Section 62L (5) of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as 

amended) of suspension of the determination period.  

 

3. 3. A formal request for ‘further information’ under Regulation 15(2) of the DNS 

Regulations for further information from the parties named in the relevant 

section. 

 

 

https://llyw.cymru/penderfyndiadau-cynllunio-ac-amgylchedd-cymru
https://gov.wales/planning-and-environment-decisions-wales
mailto:PEDW.Infrastructure@gov.wales


 

1. Notice under Article 27(7) of the DNS Procedure Order that the Welsh Ministers will 

accept a proposed variation to the application. 

On 21 January 2022, Planning and Environment Decisions Wales (PEDW) received a 

proposal to vary the application, made under Article 27 of The Developments of National 

Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 (‘the 2016 Order’). The proposal is to reduce 

the height of turbine 1 by 8.5 m from 135 m to tip to 126.5 to tip.  A plan identifying the 

turbine is available on the following link: 

https://gov.wales/development-national-significance-dns-application-rhoscrowther-wind-farm 

The Inspector has reviewed the proposal and does not consider the proposed variation to be 

such that there is a substantial change in the nature of the development.  The proposed 

variation as submitted is therefore accepted under Article 27(7) of the 2016 Order.  The 

applicant has 28 days from the date of this letter to formally submit the proposed variation. 

The submission must be sent to PEDW and the relevant Local Planning Authority (LPA).  

PEDW is willing to accept the submission electronically however the Inspector has requested 

one paper copy of any additional documents.  The submission must be received no later 

than 28 February 2022. 

In regards to the proposed variation, the applicant should provide where relevant an update 

to the planning statement and/or any other previously submitted documents, along with an 

addendum to the Environmental Statement, to explain the reasons for the variation and any 

resultant impacts.  Also the description of the proposed development would need to be 

formally amended to reflect the proposed variation and to this end, based on the previous 

description, the proposal will now be described as detailed below (the applicant should 

confirm their view on this matter): 

Construction and operation of three (3) wind turbines.  Turbine 1 with a maximum tip 

height of 126.5m and turbines 2 and 3 with maximum tip height of 135m together with 

ancillary development comprising substation compound, electricity transformers, 

control building, new site entrances, access tracks, crane hardstanding, temporary 

construction compound and associated works. The 3 turbines will have a total 

installed capacity of 12.9MW. 

 

2. Notice under Section 62L (5) of the Town & Country Planning Act 1990 (as 

amended) of suspension of the determination period 

In line with the published Guidance on the DNS process, PEDW considers it appropriate to 

suspend the determination of the application to allow time for the submission of additional 

information as explained in point 3 below and to allow PEDW to undertake a 5-week publicity 

and consultation period in respect of the additional information. 

I hereby suspend the determination period for this application by a period of 13 

weeks, i.e. the determination period will resume on 02 May 2022. 

 

https://gov.wales/development-national-significance-dns-application-rhoscrowther-wind-farm


3. A formal request to the parties named in the relevant section for ‘further 

information’ under Regulation 15 (2) of the DNS Regulations. 

After reviewing the information thus far, the Inspector has determined that further information 

is required from the applicant and the LPA.  The required information is set out in Annex A to 

this letter and must be submitted within 28 days of the date of this letter, by 28 February 

2022.  The Inspector may also seek further information later if he decides it is necessary.  

The further information from the applicant would supplement that already given in the 

submitted application details and is needed to inform further consideration of the proposal.  

We will carry out the necessary publicity on receipt of the requested information and this will 

extend over a period of 5 weeks. 

In addition the applicant has submitted additional information in regards to bird and bat 

surveys.  This further information will be consulted upon on receipt of any responses to the 

information requested in Annex A. 

The further information submitted by the applicant and the LPA will be made available on the 

following link: 

https://gov.wales/development-national-significance-dns-application-rhoscrowther-wind-farm 

The LPA, Specialist Consultees and other interested parties may make representations on 

this information if they wish.  Should you wish to comment on the additional information, your 

representation must be received by 18 April 2022.  All representations will be published in 

due course.   

 

Yours sincerely, 

Rhys Spencer 

Rhys Spencer 

Case Officer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://gov.wales/development-national-significance-dns-application-rhoscrowther-wind-farm


Annex A 

Formal request for ‘further information’ under Regulation 15 (2) of the DNS Regulations for 

further information from the parties named in the relevant section.  To be submitted no later 

than 28 days from the date of this letter, by 28 February 2022. 

From the Applicant 

1. Ecology  

Natural Resources Wales in their letter dated 10 January 2022 have raised multiple 

concerns with the submission as proposed as it is considered inadequate/insufficient 

information has been provided and that to overcome those concerns, they state that you 

should provide further information regarding Landscape, European Protected Species, 

Protected Sites and Birds; in lieu of this information NRW objects to the application.   

Those concerns include, but are not limited to the following: 

 Need to confirm as per the last paragraph of p.3 of the NRW letter, that that aviation 

lights, if required, are likely to be NGV compatible infrared, angled above the 

horizontal so not to be visible to receptors; 

 

 In regards to European Protected Species such as Bats and Dormice, along with 

‘Protected Sites’, NRW have raised multiple concerns in regards to the impact of the 

proposal on bats and the level of information submitted (as echoed by a number of 

other consultees) – these should be addressed with further supporting information.  

Ultimately such information will assist in the Habitats Regulation Assessment that will 

need to be undertaken. 

   

 In terms of birds, NRW highlight that there is an overall lack of information to be able 

to determine if there will be an impact on them; a number of the concerns were also 

echoed by other consultees such as the Campaign for the Protection of Rural Wales, 

Brecon and Radnor Branch.  The concerns of NRW should be addressed with further 

supporting information.  

 

 In terms of the updated Badger survey completed in 2020, figure 7.6 of the ES refers 

to a different number of setts than that mentioned in Chapter 7 of the ES.  Please 

clarify which figure is correct.   

 

 I note that guidance referred to in the ES has been subject to updates e.g. “Bats and 

Onshore Wind Turbines: Survey, Assessment and Mitigation” appears to have been 

updated in 2021, and Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH), (2014), “Recommended bird 

survey methods to inform impact assessment of onshore wind farms”, appears to 

have been updated in 2017.  Please clarify the relevance of the updated guidance to 

the proposal. 

 

 

 

 



2. The Setting of Heritage Assets 

A response to the proposal was made by Cadw dated 10 January 2022.  In short Cadw are 

of the view that the proposal to heighten turbine 1 will expose more of the blade and raise 

the possibility that the hub will be visible in winter, with a consequent impact of ‘moderate’ 

and therefore having a significant effect on the setting of listed buildings and also the nearby 

Conservation Area.  As a result Cadw object to the proposal unless the height of the 

turbines, or at least turbine 1 is reduced to 126.5 m.  Bearing in mind the proposed variation 

to the proposal, please address Cadw’s comments where necessary in any updated 

planning statement, and/or any other previously submitted documents, along with an 

addendum to the Environmental Statement.     

3. Landscape and Visual  

The Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority (PCNPA) raised a number of concerns 

which are summarised in the conclusion of their letter dated 7 January 2022, e.g. in the 

visual assessment in Appendix 5.5 it is recommended that the applicant clarifies which 

effects are considered to be significant, and provides further justification for borderline 

effects of moderate or moderate+.  PCNPA state further explanation is required in the 

methodology in Appendix 5.1 to understand the ‘greater changes’ relating to moderate or 

moderate+ effects.  Please provide a respond to these issues. 

NRW state at the final paragraph of p. 4 of their letter that they do not agree with the 

definition of setting used in the ES and instead state that the visual setting of the park is 

determined by what is visible in views out from the park as well as views towards it and that 

development outside the park can adversely affect the scenic quality of views from and 

towards the park, detracting from the landscape character and natural beauty.  Please 

provide a response to this issue. 

I note that Pembroke County Council in their consultation response refer to biodiversity 

enhancements within the ES at para 7.176, however are of the opinion that none of the 

recommendations have been included in sufficient detail to be considered deliverable.  

Please provide a response to this issue and in particular how such enhancements would be 

provided.  In addition the Council state the ecology chapter has also not considered the 

potential impacts from operational lighting at the substation and that if no lighting is required 

at the substation this should be clarified, or if it to be provided then a suitable lighting 

scheme must be submitted which avoid upward light spill and the lighting of the adjacent 

hedgerow; please clarify your stance in regards to this matter. 

4. Conditions 

Pembrokeshire County Council has provided a list of suggested conditions, and NRW have 

also referenced suggested conditions e.g. relating to the Dormouse and contamination.  It 

would be helpful if you could provide a list, ideally in liaison with relevant parties or otherwise 

that you are presently content to rely on those conditions set out in the LIR and incorporating 

any suggested by NRW/or other consultees. 

 

 



5. Well-Being Objectives  

Provide a review of the proposal in the light of Welsh Government’s revised Well-Being 

Objectives for 2021-2026. 

6. Other Matters 

A third party has stated the some of the land within the application site is considered to fall 

within the ‘Best and Most Versatile Land’ i.e. grades 1, 2 and 3a land.  Planning Policy 

Wales Edition 11 states that such land should be conserved for the future as it is a finite 

resource and in development management decisions considerable weight should be given to 

protecting such land from development.  Please state your views on this matter.  

From the LPA (Pembrokeshire County Council) 

In the light of the latest NRW response, the LPA’s stance on the ecology issues is sought.  In 

the light of Cadw’s response, the LPA’s stance on the heritage issues is sought. 

NOTE  

The applicant may wish to take advantage of this opportunity to provide additional 

information in response to other concerns that have been raised in response to the 

application to assist the Inspector’s’ consideration of the scheme.  Any such information 

should be provided alongside the additional information formally requested above.  This will 

enable it to be subject to the same publicity and consultation.  All additional information 

should be presented in a form that clearly distinguishes it from information that has already 

been submitted.  Should the applicant decide that on some matters it does not wish to 

provide more information then it should confirm that stance and explain its position.  The 

Inspector will then decide to proceed in the absence of such information. 

 
 

 


