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Ms Nina Kinsey, 
PEDW, 
By email only to: nina.kinsey@gov.wales and PEDW.Casework@gov.wales  
 
 
 
Dear Madam, 
 
Town and Country Planning Act, 1990 (as amended) 
Our Reference: 2021/00001/DNS 
Location : Land at Brynwell Farm, on land between the A4232 and 
Leckwith village 
Your reference/Proposal : DNS/3261558 - Installation of a solar farm 
comprising ground mounted solar PV panels with a net installed 
generating capacity (AC) of up to 25 MW, including mounting system, 
battery storage units, inverters, underground cabling, grid connection 
hub, stock proof fence, CCTV, internal tracks and associated 
infrastructure, landscaping and environmental enhancements, for a 
temporary period of 40 years. 
 
I write in response to your notice dated 5th November 2021 with regard to 
the above. We have received responses from other Council departments, 
including the Council’s Ecologist, Landscape Officer and Highways 
Development section that I attach to this email for your information. 
 
Having considered these and the additional information submitted by the 
applicant the Local Planning Authority have the following comments. 
 
Landscape and Visual 
 
As aforementioned comments from the Council’s Landscape Officer have 
been sought and are provided in full for the Inspector’s information. The 
Inspector’s attention is drawn to their comments including those with regard 
to level of intrusion compared to the submitted AVRs and whether an 
additional AVR should be provided from VP5. 
 
The submission of the revised ZTV maps are welcomed and considered to 
be more representative of the visual envelope of the proposed development. 
The revised viewpoints and visual montages submitted are also considered 
to be useful in consideration of the visual impacts of the proposals and 
cumulative impacts with the existing, adjacent solar farm, although the 
comments of the Landscape Officer should be noted in this regard. The LPA 
would maintain their conclusion with regard to potential visual impacts as 
stated within the Local Impact Report (LIR) previously submitted with regard 
to potential negative impact notwithstanding the suggested longer-term (40 
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years) reversibility of any such harm and would request that the negative 
impacts are carefully considered. 
 
Furthermore, having considered the detail submitted, the LPA have 
comments with regard to the additional submissions as follows. 
 
The submitted LVIA addendum acknowledges that the location of the site 
within the Cwrt Yr Ala Basin Special Landscape Area was omitted in error. 
However, little further analysis has been provided of the impact upon the 
identified special characteristics of the SLA, its acceptability with regard to 
Policy MG17 of the LDP and supporting evidence, as identified within the 
Council’s original LIR. 
 
Further to the comments made by the Landscape Officer, viewpoint VP9 
provided appears to be taken from behind treed band adjacent to entrance 
to Tychwith Farm. Annex 002 – B027669 ‘ZTV Screening map’ indicates 
that from this vantage point, there would be moderate visibility as per the 
plan below: 
 

 
 
Furthermore, it is indicated that both solar farms would be visible from this 
location on Plan reference ZTV. 03. As evident from this plan and the below 
extract from the Council’s GIS system there is a PROW that runs through 
the moderate area of visibility: 
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The LPA would query therefore where this is a representative or ‘worse-
case’ viewpoint as indicated within the updated submissions as it appears to 
be taken from  a lower level to the adjacent PROW and also when trees are 
in full leaf. The Landscape Officer has provided a level of assessment of 
alternative views within their comments. 
 
With reference to point 1 e) of the applicant’s response document, the LPA 
have no objection in principle to the manner of hedgerow maintenance 
proposed. As referenced within the LIR noting the suggested benefits of an 
efficient hedgerow management regime, the submissions should be 
consistent in their approach (noting discrepancies in originally submitted 
documents). The Landscape Officer also queries whether some hedgerow 
trees could be left to mature. The LPA are however satisfied that this matter 
can be dealt with under a suitable Landscape and Ecological Management 
Plan (LEMP) to be secured by way of condition. 
 
In regard to paragraph 1 f) the LPA are satisfied that further details of the 
finish of the CCTV columns and the potential lower height model suggested 
by the applicant could be secured by a suitably worded condition.  
 
There are concerns with regard to the applicants assertion in respect of 
passing bays and ‘minimal requirement for hedgerow to be removed’ as 
noted within 1 h)i) of their response document. There is significant concern 
with regard to the accuracy of the plans submitted and the indication from 
the applicant that no hedgerow or associated bank would need to be 
removed to facilitate the works to provide the enhanced passing bays as 
noted within the Council’s LIR. The following comments are provided by way 
of example to demonstrate potential issues and not intended as an 
exhaustive list. 

For instance, Bay 3 refers to an existing adopted lane and is dimensioned 
as being 6.3 metres in width. Whilst the extent of adopted highway may 
extend to such a width this appears to be inclusive of bank and hedgerow to 
either side as shown in the plan extracts and photographs below: 
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Extract from annex 29 of submission (left) and aerial photograph from 
Council GIS system showing location of hedgerow (right). 

 

 

Screenshot from Google Street View demonstrating width and location of 
hedgerow. 

Similarly the provision of Bay 5 does not fully account for the impact upon 
tree and hedgerow as shown on the extract below: 

 

  

Extract from annex 29 of submission (left) and aerial photograph from 
Council GIS system showing location of mature tree and hedgerow (right). 
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Screenshot from Google Street View showing position of passing bay 5 
hedgerow and tree 

 

Noting the above, it is considered that the applicant should fully consider the 
potential implications of any improvements to the highway to provide 
necessary passing bays, and provide appropriate 
hedgerow/arboricultural/ecological survey work where necessary. Whilst 
noting such works are proposed to facilitate short term construction traffic it 
remains the LPA’s view that this could have ecological and longer term 
visual implications if not considered/mitigated appropriately. Whilst the 
submissions indicate that the hedgerow would be replaced, it would appear 
that much of the existing hedgerow is established and of significant value 
and in places on banks enclosing the highway. With the lack of 
understanding of the nature and value of this hedgerow or an appropriate 
form of mitigation being detailed it remains the LPA’s view that this has still 
not been adequately addressed.  
 
Further to the above, 1 h)ii) indicates that ‘it is not anticipated that any 
hedgerow removal would be required to facilitate access to the… laydown 
area proposed along Gower Lane’. However, the submitted Transport 
Statement at point 4.5.6 clearly state that that visibility splays would be 
provided of 2.4 metres x 43 metres to both the left and right, with an 
accompanying plan at Appendix F. This represents a significant discrepancy 
within the applicants submissions and should be clarified, particularly noting 
that the existing lane is enclosed by a mature and established hedgerow 
and the visibility splays indicated would result in a significant degree of loss 
(circa 90 metres). Notwithstanding the reference made within the 
Construction Traffic Management Plan (CTMP) document submitted, if 
hedgerow removal is proposed a full assessment of this hedgerow (both in 
terms of visual and ecological impact) and full details of how this would be 
mitigated/reinstated should be provided.  
 
Cumulatively such works to facilitate passing bays and the dropdown area 
could have a significant detrimental impact upon the character of the area 
and potentially biodiversity interests. Owing to the apparent discrepancies 
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and potential implications (including in terms of protected species as noted 
by the Council Ecologist in the following section) the LPA consider that this 
needs to be addressed prior to determination of the application, to ensure 
compliance with Policies MD1, MD2 and MD9 of the LDP, amongst others. 
 
Noting this it is considered not all of the matters raised with regard to 
landscape impact within the Council’s Local Impact Report have been 
adequately addressed. 
 
Ecology  
 
As aforementioned comments from the Council’s Ecologist have been 
sought and are provided in full for the Inspector’s information. 
 
2 b) i) As noted above there is inconsistency between the submission as to 
whether hedgerow removal is required or otherwise. The LPA would 
therefore reiterate the need for an appropriate Arboricultural Impact 
Assessment (AIA) to allow this to be fully considered.  
 
Further to this, as per the ecologists comments the LPA would respectfully 
request that the following points are considered: 
 

 Is it the intention to remove circa 80 metres of hedgerow to create these 
visibility splays? 

 Would a banksman not be a better way to control traffic with less 
ecological damage? 

 Has any assessment been made of the biodiversity of this hedgerow 
bearing in mind that the EIA has determined that the area is important 
for ***REDACTED***? 

 Would the hedge be reinstated upon completion? If so, would the 
species mix mirror that of the hedgerow removed? 

 

Furthermore, the Inspector’s attention is drawn to the County Ecologist’s 
comments with regard to the lack of assessment of the impact of the 
provision of the laydown area itself, in addition to the lack of details in terms 
of ground reinforcement and reinstatement after use. 

 

2 c) The comments with regard to breeding birds and the need for work for 
fungi are noted and it is agreed that the matters raised can be covered 
through a revised LEMP that can be secured by condition. 

Noting the above it is considered that despite the additional details 
submitted, the applicant has not adequately addressed all ecological 
matters relating to the site as raised within the LIR. 

 

Archaeology and Heritage 

 

The submission of the wider ZTV and analysis of the impact upon heritage 
assets is welcomed. Following consultation with the Planning Department’s 
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Conservation Officer, the LPA have no further comment to make in this 
regard. Their comments are attached for information. 

 

Highways 

 

Notwithstanding concerns raised previously with regard to hedgerow details, 
comments from the Council’s Highway Development Section have been 
sought and are provided in full for the Inspector’s information. The 
Inspector’s attention is drawn to the number of additional conditions 
proposed by the Highway Authority.  
 
Noise  
 
 
The LPA have nothing further to add in this regard. 
 
 
Drainage 
 
Following consultation with the Council’s Drainage section the LPA have 
nothing further to add in this regard. 
 
Conditions 
 
With the exception of a small typographic error with regard to timescales 
within condition 3 (40 year and 25 year timescales quoted) the LPA have no 
further comment to make with regard to conditions included within the 
further information report provided by the applicant.  
 
However, the Inspector’s attention is again drawn to the breadth and 
number of conditions raised by the Council’s Highways Development 
Section as noted within the attached comments. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
Mr. Robert Lankshear 
for Operational Manager Development Management 
 
 


