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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 This report has been prepared by Pegasus Group on behalf of Solarcentury ("the 

Applicant") in support of a planning application for a Development of National 

Significance (DNS) for Elwy Solar Energy Farm on land at Gwernigron Farm, St 

Asaph, Denbighshire ("the Application Site"). 

1.2 This document is submitted in response to the formal request dated 10th August 

2021 for further information under Regulation 24 of the EIA Regulations and 

Regulation 15(2) of the DNS Regulations. 

1.3 Annex B of the letter dated 10th August 2021, formally requests further 

information for the purposes of the hearings on the following topics which are 

each addressed in turn within this report: 

1. Best and Most Versatile Agricultural Land (BMV) 

2. Highways 

3. Health and Safety Executive (HSE) 

4. Flood Risk 

5. Protected Landscapes  

6. The Setting of Heritage Assets 

7. Ecology 

8. Local Impact Report (LIR) 

9. Conditions 

1.4 The content of this response refers to the amended scheme and associated 

documentation submitted to PINS on 9th September 2021. 

1.5 The revised scheme has been presented in response to comments received by 

consultees to date as part of the determination phase of this application and has 

involved the removal of panels to facilitate reduced direct impact upon BMVAL 

and to increase the set back of panels from sensitive receptors.  The amended 

layout also incorporates significant additional planting to mitigate against the 
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potential for effects upon protected landscapes and to enhance the delivery of 

biodiversity net gain and ecosystem services. 

1.6 The revised layout reduces the area of coverage by the solar panels and battery 

storage from 106ha to 63ha (a reduction of 43ha).   

1.7 The proposed installed capacity of the scheme has subsequently reduced from 

65MW to 47.5MW.   

1.8 The development would generate 47.25GWh per annum, equivalent to the 

electricity consumption of approx. 16,293 households1.  In terms of carbon 

emissions reduction, the annual generation will give rise to an annual saving of 

10,032 tonnes CO2e2.  

1.9 The revised scheme will give rise to a biodiversity net gain of 45%3 (habitat 

units) and a 109% increase in hedgerow units via the planting of approx. 4km of 

additional hedgerow4.  

1.10 Appendix 1 presents the consolidated schedule of documents which comprise the 

application and includes the date of submission as well as commentary on the 

amendments made and effect with regards to previously submitted information.  

 

 
1 Calculated utilising Ofgem Typical Domestic Consumption Values (Medium, Class 1), 2021 
2 UK Government Conservation Factors 2021 
3 Calculated utilising the DEFRA Biodiversity Metric 3.0, full explanatory note provided as part of this 
submission 'Elwy Solar Farm Note on Biodiversity Net Gain and SPIES Appraisal'. 
4 Hedgerows are accounted for separately from habitat units in the Metric, see explanatory note.  
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2. BEST AND MOST VERSATILE AGRICULTURAL LAND 

2.1 The size of the solar farm proposed has been significantly reduced as part of the 

variation of the application submitted on 9th September 2021.  

2.2 The area of the scheme covered by panels and battery storage infrastructure has 

been reduced from approx. 106ha to 62ha and the installed capacity of the 

scheme has been reduced from 62MW to 47.5MW.   

2.3 Panels have been removed from areas with the highest grade of BMVAL in 

response to comments issued by the Welsh Government Department for Climate 

Change, in particular those relating to concern regarding adverse impacts to the 

soil and use of BMVAL as a finite resourcee.   

2.4 The request for further information has sought clarification and additional 

information on the topics summarised below:  

-use of agricultural land classification report(s) for the purposes of the 

determination;  

-clarification regarding the site selection process undertaken;  

-further information regarding the Decommissioning, Restoration and Aftercare 

Plan referred to in the submissions;  

-consideration of whether the development satisfies the requirements of 

paragraphs 3.58 and 3.59 of Planning Policy Wales 11.  

2.5 This section of the report addresses these matters in turn in response to the full 

detail contained within the request for further information.   

 Agricultural Land Classification Report 

2.6 The report prepared by Land Research Associates, entitled 'Agricultural Land 

Quality of Land at St Asaph' is intended to supersede Soil Environmental Services 

'Agricultural Land Classification, Revision 2' due to the differences in land grading 

identified within these reports and in response to comments issued by WG  

Department for Climate Change dated 16th July 2021.  

2.7 The WG Department for Climate Change have confirmed in their comments that 

the LRA survey report has been undertaken in accordance with the 'Revised 
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2.15 The search area is centred around a suitable point of connection to the grid which 

offers the capacity to connect new energy generation facilities at a financially 

viable connection cost.  

2.16 Grid capacity is constrained within North Wales5, as well as across the UK as a 

whole.  Substations which offer connection capacity are a scare resource.  

However, the need to increase renewable energy production is a UK-wide 

imperative in accordance with legally binding targets enshrined within both UK 

and Welsh legislation, as well as within the planning policy framework. 

2.17 The development proposed will make use of an innovate means to connect to the 

grid utilising the national transmission network which is capable of 

circumnavigating known severe grid capacity constraints at the distribution 

network level.  The need for alternative means to connect to the grid is driven the 

requirement to increase the connection and export power capacity from new 

generation in North Wales6.    

2.18 The search area radius from the substation is based upon technical and 

commercial considerations relating to the grid connection route.  The further the 

point of connection from the development site, the more expensive the 

connection costs due to the likelihood of greater third-party negotiations; 

environmental management and mitigation; and construction costs.  Longer 

connection routes also result in transmission losses which can be avoided by a 

shorter route.   

2.19 The search area of 5km has been based upon these considerations and is 

consistent with industry norms as per the commercial cost-benefit balancing 

required described above.  On this basis, the search area is considered to be 

reasonable and justifiable.  

2.20 The Sequential Analysis Study submitted has been updated to clarify the site 

selection parameters required, particularly in respect of a minimum site threshold 

area required relative to the connection cost to deliver a viable scheme.   

2.21 The SAS also provides further description of the process of landowner 

engagement which has been undertaken as part of the site selection process due 

 
5'Renewable energy in Wales, Second Report of Session 2021-22, July 2021, House of Commons Welsh Affairs 
Committee;   
6 See 'Need Case, National Grid (North Wales Connection Project), Document 7.1, September 2018' 
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to the fact that the identification of a willing landowner is a pre-requisite of the 

delivery of a scheme.   

2.22 The SAS also identifies the potential alternative sites which have been identified 

within lower grade BMV and physical boundaries on the ground.  However, in 

reality from a commercial perspective site ownership is a key factor as sites 

within a single ownership are much more likely to be put forward based upon 

individual farm business needs and progress than sites requiring assemblage of 

multiple landowners, and sites within single ownership are more efficient and 

cost-effective for the developer.   

2.23 The updated commercial considerations described within the SAS are critical 

considerations related to the 'availability' of land as referenced within PPW 

paragraph 3.59 which is the foundation of the policy test required to be applied in 

the SAS.    

2.24 The SAS has been undertaken in accordance with the policy requirements and 

concludes that no other land with a lower agricultural grade has been identified as 

'available' within the search area in accordance with the policy requirements.  

Decommissioning, Restoration and Aftercare Plan 

2.25 The applicant has provided further information in response to the comments 

issued by Welsh Government Department for Climate Change regarding concern 

about the potential impacts upon soils which describes and quantifies the 

potential for direct impacts on soils arising from the built elements of the scheme.  

Drawings: 

-Generalised PV Layout South Facing (SCUKX-GWERN-001-100) 

-Ballast Framework Elevation (SCUKX-GWERN-001) 

-CCTV Trench (SCUKX-GWERN-001-216) 

-LV Trench (SCUKX-GWERN-001-216) 

-MV Trench (SCUKX-GWERN-001-216) 

Document: 

Construction Method and Decommissioning Statement, Solarcentury Holdings Ltd 

Quantification of above and below ground elements: 

1) Number, depth and density (per M2) of piles 
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17,544. Depth typically 1.5m (depends on pile test), width 0.005m  (Framework 

Elevations SCUKX-GWERN-001) 1 pile per 30.74m2. 

 

Estimate: 5263 piles (30%) within BMVAL area = 39.5m3 

Surface area affected within BMVAL = 26m2 

  

2) Number, length & depth of cables  

 

Below ground: 

 

6 MV cables – transformer to transformer, total length = 5882m 

350 AC cables - inverter to transformer, total length = 28,379m 

48 Earthing cables, total length = 6753m 

CCTV power cable = 5476m 

CCTV data cable = 5476m 

Depth approx. 0.8m 

 

Above ground: (deployed in archaeologically sensitive areas shown, drawing P19-

2021_35 Archaeologically Sensitive Areas & Ballast Framework Elevations SCUKX-

GWERN-001): 

 

4146 DC string cables - panel to inverter, total length = 88,214m 

  

3) Indicative cable trench details  

Trench length - 6824m 

  

Estimate: 2047m (30%) trenching required within BMVAL, assuming 0.9m(d) x 

0.6m(w) trench = 1105m3 trench required.  

Surface area impact 1228m2 

 

4) Probable excavation depths & volumes for battery compound (*Situated on 

land Grade 3b, not BMVAL) 

Area = 42m x 85m = 3570m2 

300mm average depth 
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2.26 The estimated direct impact on soils within BMVAL7 is estimated to amount to a 

volume of 1145m3 impact associated with below ground works situated within 

BMVAL.   The works identified above correspond with a direct impact to approx. 

0.13ha of the surface area within identified areas of BMVAL.  

2.27 The figures provided above and associated detail of the trenching required further 

demonstrate that the direct impact on BMVAL will be limited as a result of this 

development proposal.  

2.28 The applicant has prepared a Construction Method and Decommissioning 

Statement which considers the potential impact for soil disturbance during the 

construction phase.  The statement describes that "construction is largely of low 

intensity, enabling much of the installation of the proposed solar energy farm to 

be undertaken without any significant impact on the compaction of soils" and will 

utilise vehicles designed to minimise soil compaction, similar to those used on 

agricultural land for farming.  

2.29 The travel of machinery over soils will be restricted and minimised as far as 

possible and ground protection matting will be used in association with the 

movement heavy equipment and prevent sinkage.  

2.30 The solar panels themselves are fixed by hand which is inherently low impact.  

2.31 The trenching required has been designed to minimise ground disturbance by 

utilising the same trench to carry multiple cables wherever possible and topsoil 

will be retained and used to backfill the trenches.  

2.32 Full detail of the measures proposed are set out in the Construction Method and 

Decommissioning Statement.  

2.33 Consequently, on the basis of the information submitted above the applicant 

disagrees with the assertion that the there is a high risk of significant impact to 

soils and potentially BMV status of the site during installation and 

decommissioning phase of the development.  

2.34 The development will facilitate the concurrent use of the site for agricultural 

within the redline boundary for the duration of the operational phase.  The soil 

health is highly likely to improve relative to the existing during the operational 

 
7 Based upon the assumption of 30% developed area within areas of BMVAL of 18.61ha (which includes 
exclusion of the non-intrusive above ground areas of installation from the overall figure provided in Table 1) 
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phase and the proposed management will also deliver wider biodiversity and 

ecosystems services benefits.  

Compliance with paragraphs 3.58 and 3.59 of Planning Policy Wales 11 

2.35 The applicant has sought a 'Written Response of the Applicant on Solar PV 

and Best and Most Versatile Agricultural Land' from Stephen Tromans QC, 

and Daniel Stedman Jones, 39 Essex Chambers, to separately address the matter 

of "whether the development satisfies the requirements of paragraphs 3.58 and 

3.29 of Planning Policy Wales 118" and is submitted in response to the Request 

for Further Information.  

2.36 The Written Response provided includes a review of the planning and legislative 

context as it relates to 'overriding need', a description of the application of the 

policy tests required, and analysis of other relevant appeal decisions relating to 

development on BMVAL in Wales which are a relevant material consideration.  

2.37 The Written Response concludes that the application accords with current policy 

and guidance on solar farm development on BMVAL, and particularly in response 

to the Inspector's question on the development's compliance with paragraphs 

3.58 and 3.59 PPW, it is noted that: 

a. There would be no loss of BMVAL due to the reversibility of the development 

b. There is an overriding need for the development given the Welsh Government's 

binding climate commitments, and the weight afforded to the need to conserve 

BMVAL may be appropriately reduced due to the fact that no BMVAL will be 

permanently lost; and 

c. The SAS conducted by Pegasus is sufficiently robust, in line with previous 

decisions, and demonstrates that there is no alternative suitable site for the 

proposed development.  

 
8 Request for Further Information, 10.08.21, p.7 
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3. HIGHWAYS 

3.1 The request for further information requires a response to the representations 

made by Welsh Government's (WG's) Department for Economy and Infrastructure 

(REP007), dated 14th July 2021, each point is addressed in turn below: 

a) "Details of the location of any proposed screening measures 

between the solar farm and the trunk road, which are necessary to 

minimise driver distraction and to ensure that no glare from the 

solar farm is visible to any trunk road motorists. Such measures 

should be entirely within the red line boundary denoting the 

application site and not on land outside your control."  

3.2 The amount of set-back of solar panels from the trunk road alongside the 

southern boundary has been increased as part of the revised scheme submitted.  

3.3 The Glint and Glare Assessment prepared by Pager Power, September 2021 

demonstrates that no impacts are predicted on road users along the A55 (or 

A525) and therefore no specific mitigation is required.   

3.4 Nonetheless the removal of panels from the southern boundary has provided the 

opportunity to integrate additional screening measures between the solar farm 

and trunk road are illustrated on the submitted Detailed Planting Plan (P19-

2023_26M).  

3.5 The development does not rely upon any screening or mitigation measures 

situated outside of the red line boundary.  

b) "Details of any privately owned highway boundary features and/or 

development works near to the trunk road, which could potentially 

have a bearing on road safety." 

3.6 The CTMP confirms that the developer will be responsible for a review of privately 

owned highway boundary features and/or new development works near to the 

trunk road and the risks this may have on trunk road users.  

3.7 A DMRB CD 377 compliant Risk Assessment has been undertaken and submitted 

as part of this response ('CD377 Road restraints Risk Assessment Process 

(RRAP) Report', Pegasus Group, September 2021).  The report concludes 

that no additional safety measures in the form of vehicle restraint systems are 



Solarcentury 
Elwy Solar Energy Farm, Land at Gwernigron Farm 
Response to Further Request for Information 
 
 

 
21.09.21 | AT | P19-2023  
   

required along the southern part of the proposed development alongside the A55 

and therefore the site can be progressed with no highways improvements.  

c) "Details of any additional improvement or mitigation works that 

are required within the application site that are designed to 

protect animals from accessing the trunk road." 

3.8 Paragraph 4.24 of the updated CTMP confirms that no improvement or mitigation 

works are required to protect animals from accessing the trunk road. The fields 

within the application site are currently used for grazing animals and the existing 

boundary which comprises fencing and hedgerow outside of the redline boundary, 

will not be affected by the proposed development. The CTMP considered that the 

revised proposals to provide additional hedgerow planting and tree planting along 

the southern site boundary will push grazing animals further infield away from the 

A55. 

d) "Whether any of the existing accesses are to be closed off during 

the construction, operation or decommissioning of the 

development, e.g. is it anticipated that the 4no existing vehicle 

accesses would be reduce to 2no?" 

3.9 The description of the 'Proposed Accesses' has been updated at section 4.3 of the 

CTMP (submitted on 9th September 2021) to provide clarification that the 

existing agricultural access will not be used during the construction and 

operational phases of the proposed development but will be retained to serve the 

agricultural use of the site which will resume after decommissioning. 

e) "Your views in respect of the wording of the condition suggested 

by WG in respect of any external lighting." 

3.10 A separate draft conditions schedule (P19-2023) has been prepared (21st 

September, 2021) and provides comments on the suggested wording proposed. It 

is noted that a condition is required to secure a Construction Management Plan 

and the external lighting needs of the site will also need to be controlled by a 

condition.  

3.11 In summary, the draft conditions schedule confirms that the Applicant agrees 

with the revised condition wording suggested by the LPA and WG Department for 

Economy and Infrastructure for the suggested external lighting condition. 
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3.12 The request for further information also refers to the comments regarding the 

Construction Traffic Management Plan (CTMP) and WG's suggestion that it may be 

safer to restrict all vehicles from the A55 through J27 only.  

3.13 Paragraph 3.5 of the CTMP has been updated with regard to the arrangements for 

exiting the site. The CTMP requires westbound vehicles to proceed to Junction 27 

of the A55 North Wales Expressway. Figure 2 of the CTMP 'Proposed Routing Plan' 

has also been updated to reflect this. 

3.14 The request for further information notes that it should be considered whether to 

include project design leaflets and an exit poster as suggested by WG. Section 8 

of the updated CTMP sets out the proposed mitigation measures, this section has 

been updated to include the below measures in line with WG's comments: 

 A leaflet will be issued to all drivers to inform them of the exit route. 

 A poster will be displayed at the site exit to inform drivers of the exit 

route.  
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4. HEALTH AND SAFETY EXECUTIVE 

4.1 The request for further information requires a response to the representations 

made by the Heath and Safety Executive (HSE) (REP003), received on 26 July  

2021, addressing its concern regarding the lack of information on which to make 

representations. The request for further information seeks clarification with 

regard to the extent to which the proposed development would introduce 

populations (permanent or temporary) into any of HSE’s public safety 

consultation zones which are assigned to individual Major Accident Hazard 

Pipelines or Major Hazard Installations. 

4.2 The HSE have been contacted to seek clarifications of the definitions of 

populations (temporary and permanent) and seeking clarification regarding the 

additional information specifically required, however, a response is pending at the 

time of submission.  

4.3 Due to the nature of the proposed development construction workers will be 

present during the construction phase of the development. This will be a 

temporary phase of the development and is expected to take approximately 7 

months (up to 27 weeks) (as detailed within the CTMP, September 2021). 

4.4 The number of temporary construction compounds have been reduced as a result 

of the variation of the scheme submitted on 9th September 2021.  

4.5 It is expected that the construction workers attending the site during the 

construction phase would be fit and healthy and if required could be easily 

organised for emergency action. Further details of the construction phase of the 

development are contained within the Construction Traffic Management Plan (ES 

Appendix 7.1). 

4.6 Members of the public will not be present on site during the construction or 

operational phases. The only access for members of the public using the Public 

Rights of Way within the site. A Public Right of Way (PRoW) Plan (P19-2023_33A) 

has been prepared to demonstrate the retained and diverted PRoWs. Diversion 

orders are being sought alongside the planning application for the proposed solar 

farm site and will be subject to further approval.   

4.7 Once installed and operational the development would require infrequent visits for 

maintenance purposes and would typically require 10-20 visits per year. The site 
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will be unmanned, being remotely operated and monitored during the operational 

phase.  
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5. FLOOD RISK 

5.1 The request for further information requires a response to the representations 

made by Natural Resources Wales (NRW) (REP006), dated 27 July 2021, which 

addresses its concerns relating to the lack of information submitted to date 

regarding flood risk and access arrangements for Pengwern Drain. NRW 

requested a change to the submitted information consisting of the layout plan 

included in the submitted Flood Consequences Assessment. 

5.2 The layout plan submitted on 9th September 2021 incorporated the removal of 

panels in the south-west of the site to address the concerns raised by NRW 

regarding the proximity of works to the Pengwern Drain. 

5.3 The Flood Risk Consequences Assessment has been updated and submitted on 

9th September 2021 to address the comments received from NRW. The 

assessment was also updated to reflect the revised layout. 

5.4 The revised layout and updated Flood Consequences Assessment demonstrate 

that no infrastructure will be situated within 20m of the top of the bank of 

Pengwern Drain which will mitigate the risk of flooding from it where no modelled 

outlines exist (paragraph 8.7.7 Flood Consequences Assessment). 
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6. PROTECTED LANDSCAPES 

6.1 The Request made under Regulation 24 of the EIA Regulations and Regulation 

15(2) of the DNS Regulations requires Pegasus to provide further evidence in 

response to the representations made by NRW (REP006) and the associated 

Appendix 1, dated 27 July 2021, in respect of the potential impact of the 

development on the Clwydian Range and Dee Valley AONB’s setting and its 

special qualities. 

6.2 In addition, the Request refers to the letter issued by the Clwydian Range and 

Dee Valley Joint Committee (REP002), dated 22 July 2021. 

6.3 The following issues are therefore considered in this Pegasus’ landscape 

response: 

 The glint and glare assessment and potential for the ascertained effects to 

have a bearing upon the visual assessment set out in Pegasus’ LVIA ES 

Chapter 5. 

 Clarification with regard to judgment of the effects on the setting of the 

AONB, covering issues associated with visual effects and special qualities. 

 In-combination effects of the Proposed Development with the 

Bodelwyddan Key Strategic Site and extension to the St Asaph Business 

Park, and cumulative effects upon the AONB setting. 

Glint and Glare and visual issues 

6.4 The Glint and Glare Study prepared by Pager Power (September 2021) states in 

Section 3.1 that “Published guidance shows that the intensity of solar 

reflections from solar panels are equal to or less than those from water. 

It also shows that reflections from solar panels are significantly less 

intense than many other reflective surfaces, which are common in an 

outdoor environment.”  

6.5 This is true for views where the receptor is looking towards the face of the solar 

modules angled to the south, and generally occurs in views looking north west, 

north, to north east, whereby the angled solar panels may be seen reflecting the 

sky. Conversely, where receptors look at the back of the panels, generally south 

west, south, to south east, the panels tend to appear dark and recessive. The 

south facing side of the panels is often not visible at all. 
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6.6 The NRW letter Appendix 1 refers to Pegasus’ LVIA Photo Viewpoint 9 with 

surface flood water evident in the Vale landscape. It is important to note that the 

surface water is level and reflects the lit-up sky above, and in overcast weather 

condition the reflection would be less conspicuous.  

6.7 As explained above, the face of the proposed solar modules would be orientated 

to the south thus away from the receptors present at Photo Viewpoint 9, and 

indeed other locations in the AONB located to the north east of the Proposed 

Development.  

6.8 As stated in the Glint and Glare Study (Section 5.4 page 20) no solar reflection is 

geometrically possible at Viewpoint 9 and Viewpoint 10. 

6.9 Notwithstanding the above, the visual assessment presented in Pegasus’ LVIA 

Chapter 5, paragraph 5.4.85, represents a worst case scenario assuming that 

some limited areas of the top surface of the panels would be visible in this view 

due to the difference in elevation. This approach has been considered appropriate 

to provide a robust assessment. The low magnitude of change and moderate 

adverse not significant effects are considered to be an accurate reflection of the 

predicted change and effects. The supporting photomontages for Viewpoint 9 and 

Viewpoint 10 illustrate that in fact receptors would be looking at the back and 

side of the panels, and their south facing front would not be visible.  

6.10 With regards to the assessment of Viewpoint 11, Viewpoint 12, and Viewpoint 13, 

the Glint and Glare Study confirms that solar reflection is geometrically possible 

at these 3 locations. Any potential reflection would be time limited, occurring 

around 6pm between mid May to mid June and late June to late September. 

6.11 The Glint and Glare Study clarifies this stating in Section 6.6, page 27:  

 “An observer will be at least 5.6km from the closest solar panel, 

which is significantly further than the 1km distance that is 

considered appropriate for glint and glare effects upon ground-

based receptors. 

 Effects would last for up to approximately 15 minutes per day for a 

static observer.” 

6.12 Pegasus’ LVIA Chapter 5, has taken into account the above quoted information, 

but it is important to note that the issues around glint and glare are only one 
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aspect of the visual assessment. The predicted negligible magnitude of change 

and negligible neutral effects for receptors at Viewpoint 11, Viewpoint 12, and 

Viewpoint 13 are based on our predicted visibility of the scheme, how it sits in the 

landscape, context and at “…approx. 5-7km, the solar panels, fencing, and 

other ancillary infrastructure, would [be] barely perceptible and 

inconspicuous elements in these distant views.” (LVIA Chapter 5 paragraph 

5.4.88). 

6.13 With regards to NRW comments on lack of assessment of the AONB receptors, 

the Glint and Glare Study Section 5.4 Table 4 provides evidence of the geometric 

calculations for the AONB receptors: 

 Viewpoints 8, 9, and 10 - No solar reflections are geometrically possible. 

No impact possible. 

 Viewpoints 11, 12, and 13 - Predicted solar reflections are predicted to be 

experienced by an observer at these locations.   

6.14 Section 6.4, page 27 of the Glint and Glare Study provides the written 

assessment. 

Landscape and Visual issues 

6.15 With regards to NRW comments on the assessment methodology, Pegasus 

methodology is provided in Appendix 5.1 and has been tested at numerous 

appeals and recent DNS process for the Penderii Solar Farm: Land at Blaenhiraeth 

Farm, Llangennech, Llanelli, SA14 8PX - DNS Application Ref: DNS/3213164. 

6.16 We consider the methodology to be transparent and appropriate, and do not 

propose any iteration at this stage. NRW requests a written description “…of 

what the viewer would expect to see for each of your visual magnitudes 

of change…”, but this is more akin to the issues around magnitude of change, 

which is specific to each receptor and cannot be universally applied to other 

projects or geographical location. The Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact 

Assessment (GLVIA3), widely accepted as best practice, are clear on this issue.  

6.17 NRW also refers in their letter, page 14, to “The visual effects on AONB views 

and effects upon AONB special qualities and correlation with the Glint 

and Glare Assessment” and continues to say: “The landscape and visual 

section provides a narrative description of the visual context. It doesn’t 
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explicitly draw upon the findings of the Glint and Glare assessment”. This 

indicates that NRW are concerned with views from within the AONB.  

6.18 Although Pegasus’ LVIA does not specifically cross reference the Glint and Glare 

Study, its findings have been reviewed to inform the assessment. The LVIA 

Chapter 5 includes the description of the predicted visibility of the Proposed 

Development, its colour, and adopts a precautionary approach with regard to glint 

and glare issues – as clarified in the above paragraphs.  

6.19 NRW makes reference to the similarities between water bodies and solar farms in 

the way their reflect light: “If the solar farm were to have similar visual 

characteristics as a body of water in the landscape, then the effects on 

AONB views and special qualities would need to be revisited.”  As 

explained in the preceding paragraphs such similarities are only possible in views 

looking north west, north, and north east. The majority of the AONB landscape, 

particularly that in medium distance, is located to the east and north east of the 

Proposed Development. Therefore reciprocal views from the AONB towards the 

Proposed Development would not be subject to any glint and glare – as evidenced 

in the Glint and Glare Study. The Proposed Development is therefore unlikely to 

reflect any light and would appear recessive in the landscape.  

6.20 In terms of views from the south east and looking north west, within the AONB 

landscape, the assessment concluded that the Proposed Development would bring 

about negligible neutral effects due to distance and its very limited perception. 

Any light reflection experienced by visual receptors would be of short duration, 

the reflected light and sky are likely to be considerably muted due to atmospheric 

perspective - the effectiveness of atmospheric perspective is illustrated on 

Pegasus’ Photo Views and Photomontages.   

6.21 With regards to cumulative assessment PINS requested clarification in respect of 

“Proposed Development with the Bodelwyddan Key Strategic Site and 

extension to the St Asaph Business Park, and cumulative effects upon the 

AONB setting.” NRW letter, dated 27 July 2021, provides clarification on the 

issue with a request for cumulative photomontages for Viewpoint 10 and 

Viewpoint 11. 

6.22 Pegasus has considered cumulative issues as part of the written assessment, but 

Chapter 5 was not supported by cumulative photomontages due to lack of detail 
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for the identified cumulative schemes. Pegasus’ LVIA Chapter 5, paragraphs 5.6.3 

and 5.6.4 states:  

“5.6.3  With regard to the Council’s feedback, their Screening 

Opinion states: “Cumulative effects should also be considered in the 

proposal. The solar farm, would result in the gap between the St. Asaph 

settlement boundary and the Bodelwyddan key strategic site becoming 

development, which in combination may result in more significant 

impacts on landscape character and visual amenity than indicated in the 

Appraisal” (reference to Pegasus’ earlier Landscape & Visual Statement 

dated February 2020). 

5.6.4   The above quoted Screening Responses refer to the 

allocation site, located east of Bodelwyddan and subject to Policy BSC5 – 

Key Strategic Site – Bodelwyddan. The published ‘Site Development 

Brief: Bodelwyddan Key Strategic Site’, forms part of the Local Plan and 

explains the vision for this area with indicative masterplan illustrating 

the spatial organisation of the site. The site would include (refer to its 

para 3.4): “... B1, B2, B8 employment land, education and health 

provision, infrastructure improvements, open space, community facilities 

and other associated elements.” It goes on to say in para 3.6: “This 

Development Brief will form the basis for the submission and 

determination of any planning applications for development on the site.” 

It does, however, stop short of identifying any landscape or visual 

constraints that would guide future development within this allocation 

site, such as visual issues, inter-visibility, relationship to the AONB 

landscape, or nearby areas of built environment, including cumulative 

issues. The ‘Site Development Brief’ is also silent on the anticipated 

massing or height of future built form. Based on the description, 

however, it transpires that it would include local centre, employment, 

and residential development thus is likely to include a variety of built 

form and varied heights.” 

6.23 For the reason outlined above it was considered that cumulative photomontages 

would not be able to properly convey the anticipated development associated with 

the identified cumulative sites, without overstating or understating the potential 

cumulative effects.  It was considered that a written description would be more 
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appropriate, enabling reasonably accurate assessment of the cumulative 

landscape and visual effects.  

Clwydian Range and Dee Valley Joint Committee (REP002) letter  

6.24 The consultation response from the Clwydian Range and Dee Valley Joint 

Committee (REP002), dated 22 July 2021, accepts that the scale of effects upon 

the visual receptors located within the AONB would diminish with distance. Most 

importantly the Committee does not disagree with the LVIA Chapter 5 

assessment of visual receptors (viewpoints), which would vary between moderate 

adverse and not significant to negligible neutral effects. This indicates that 

Pegasus’ assessment is robust and accurate, acknowledge that some level of 

harm would occur due to inter-visibility, but such harm would not be material. 

6.25 The Committee refers to one of the Special Qualities of the AONB, the ability to 

“…experience space and freedom and uninterrupted and extensive views 

from high places…”. As evidenced in the LVIA Chapter 5, the Proposed 

Development would be visible from certain elevated locations within the AONB, 

but its perception would be considerably diminished due to the distance, change 

in elevation with receptors overlooking the vale and the Proposed Development, 

the eye being drawn across the Vale and towards the rising landform further 

south west and west, the Vale not being the sole focus of the view, and due to 

the complexity of the perceived landscape.  

6.26 The Committee also refers to the issues around glint and glare, and these have 

already been addressed. 

6.27 With regards to the Committee’s request for additional planting, this has also 

been addressed with new mitigation planting incorporated into the Proposed 

Development – please refer to ‘Proposed Development’ figure (drawing reference 

number: P19-2023_15, REV: K), and ‘Detailed Planting Plan’ figure (drawing 

reference number: P19-2023_26 REV: L). 

6.28 With regards to lighting assessment and night time views, the Proposed 

Development would not include any permanent lighting as stated in the LVIA 

Chapter 5 paragraph 5.4.54, page 5-37: “There would be no additional 

permanent lighting that would add to the current level of light pollution.” 
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7. THE SETTING OF HERITAGE ASSETS 

7.1 The request for further information requires a response to the representations 

made by Cadw (REP005), dated 27 July 2021, insofar as it disagrees with the 

conclusions of the revised heritage desk-based assessment with regard to the 

Grade II listed building, Gwernigron Farmhouse. Cadw considers that the 

construction of the solar farm in the fields surrounding the farmhouse would alter 

the way it is experienced understood and appreciated. In particular, it considers 

that the construction compound to the south of the farmhouse, whilst not directly 

visible in the principle view, would increase noise and movement in the vicinity of 

the building. 

7.2 The request for further information requires further information to be provided, 

the requests for further information are addressed below.  

a) "Confirmation that the construction compound to the south of the 

farmhouse would be removed in its entirety post construction with 

no element retained for on-going maintenance purposes during 

operation." 

7.3 A temporary construction compound is proposed in the existing farmyard to the 

south of the Farmhouse and its converted historic outbuildings. The farmyard 

currently comprises an area of hardstanding with a large modern barn at the 

south end. The temporary construction compound would be confined to the 

existing hardstanding with the exception of a small new parking area on the west 

side.  

7.4 In response to point 'a' above the temporary compound located to the south of 

the Farmhouse will be dismantled once construction is complete, and the area will 

be returned to its current state for the operational phase of the proposed 

development. 

b) "Your response to Cadw’s view that the impact would be of a 

moderate rather than small scale." 

7.5 In response to point 'b' above, a Built Heritage Addendum was submitted on 9th 

September 2021 and clarifies the impacts of the proposed temporary construction 

compound and the updated planting strategy upon the heritage significance of the 

Grade II Listed Gwernigron Farmhouse and the adjacent Grade II* Listed 

Dovecot.  
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7.6 The previous assessment of Gwernigron Farmhouse concluded that the 

development would result in a small degree of harm, at the lower end of less than 

substantial, to the significance of the Farmhouse. 

7.7 In respect of the re-assessment of impacts of the proposed impact of the 

temporary construction compound on Gwernigron Farmhouse the Built Heritage 

Addendum concludes that the additional planting proposed would screen the solar 

arrays in the southern part of the site in the views from the south-facing primary 

elevation of the farmhouse. The Addendum also confirms that the planting would 

also screen the solar arrays in the central and northern parts of the site in the 

views from the north-facing rear elevation of the Farmhouse.  

7.8 The Built Heritage Addendum confirms that it is considered that the previous 

conclusion regarding the impact of the development on Gwernigron Farmhouse is 

still valid. The temporary and indirect use of the temporary compound to the 

south would not change the overall level of harm previously identified within the 

Heritage Statement. 

7.9 Additionally, the re-assessment of the impacts from the temporary construction 

compound and planting on Gwernigron Farm Dovecote describes that the 

additional proposed planting will screen the solar arrays from the Dovecote and 

any peripheral visibility of the solar arrays in the backdrop of these views would 

not compromise the experience of the asset. The disturbance from the 

construction compound is concluded to give rise to the potential for a very small 

degree of harm but this would be only a temporary and indirect effect. 
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8. ECOLOGY 

8.1 The request for Further Information invites further consideration of the matters 

raised by NRW in its letter dated 27th July 2021, 

8.2 The ES Chapter 6 'Biodiversity' submitted on 9th September has been updated to 

reflect the revised layout and to address the comments raised by NRW and 

provides an outline of what measures the CEMP will contain but confirms that the 

detailed CEMP is proposed to be submitted as part of the discharge of conditions 

as it is at this stage that the full detail required can be submitted for 

consideration.  

8.3 A revised Outline Biodiversity Management Plan is submitted as part of this 

response to the request for further information in direct response to comments 

raised by NRW.  The purpose of the Outline Biodiversity Management Plan is to 

provide a framework of the biodiversity enhancement measures that will be 

adopted within the final detailed BMP which will reflect the information requested 

by NRW and which can be conditioned and subject to approval.  

8.4 The applicant has agreed to all conditions requested by the NRW as itemised 

within the updated conditions schedule submitted as part of this response.  

8.5 The ecological information submitted is also supplemented by a Note on 

Biodiversity Net Gain and SPIES Management Tool which has been prepared 

to quantify and substantiate the biodiversity net gain and associated ecosystem 

service benefits associated with the measures proposed within the Outline 

Biodiversity Management Plan and Detailed Planting Plan.  

8.6 The revised scheme will give rise to a biodiversity net gain of 45%9 (habitat 

units) and a 109% increase in hedgerow units via the planting of approx. 4km of 

additional hedgerow10.  

8.7 The SPIES decision-support tool has been deployed to describe the impact of the 

proposed development on ecosystem services, providing an evidence base to 

inform the potential net environmental gain.  The results of the SPIES appraisal 

undertaken demonstrate that a range of benefits will arise as a result of the 

 
9 Calculated utilising the DEFRA Biodiversity Metric 3.0, full explanatory note provided as part of this 
submission 'Elwy Solar Farm Note on Biodiversity Net Gain and SPIES Appraisal'. 
10 Hedgerows are accounted for separately from habitat units in the Metric, see explanatory note.  
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straightforward habitat management practices describes in the BMP, to be 

secured through planning condition.  
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9. LOCAL IMPACT REPORT (LIR) 

9.1 The request for further information seeks comments on the matters raised in 

Denbighshire County Council's Local Impact Report which have not been 

addressed separately. The request for further information specifically notes the 

request for the imposition of additional conditions regarding the following 

matters: 

"a. A long-term Landscape Management Plan, a lighting 

assessment and details of external lighting, and details of the 

colour and finish of ancillary infrastructure and buildings. 

(paragraphs 11.16 – 11.19 and 14.12 - 14.13 refer). 

b. Details of landscaping, to include planting schedules and species 

lists and that all new hedgerow planting must comprise a mix of 

species rich native hedgerow (paragraphs 12.8 and 13.13 refer). 

c. The removal of the site compounds and restoration of the land 

following completion of construction works (paragraphs 13.7 and 

14.7 refer). 

d. The submission of a Construction Method Statement 

(paragraphs 13.8, 13.14 and 15.5 refer).  

e. Amendments to the wording of your suggested Condition 7, 

which would restrict hours of operation in relation to construction 

works in addition to deliveries (paragraph 13.9 refers).  

f. Noise experienced at the nearest properties should not exceed 

the predicted noise levels contained in Table 5.2 of your Noise 

Assessment (paragraph 13.12 refers).  

g. An archaeological watching brief to be conducted during the 

construction phase (paragraph 14.14 refers). Such an approach 

would also be consistent with the representations of Clwyd-Powys 

Archaeological Trust (REP001), received on 14 July 2021, which 

includes the suggested wording of such a condition to which you 

may want to have regard.  

h. Once the solar farm is no longer producing electricity, or the 

solar farm is no longer required for energy production, that it is 
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decommissioned, equipment dismantled and removed, and the site 

is restored fully to ensure that the mineral resource beneath the 

site is made accessible should it be required in the future 

(paragraph 18.7 refers)." 

9.2 A separate draft conditions schedule (P19-2023) has been prepared which 

provides comments on the suggested wording proposed. 
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10. CONDITIONS 

10.1 The request for further information notes that the Council, NRW and others have 

identified areas which could be addressed by planning conditions.  A separate 

draft conditions schedule (P19-2023) has been prepared which provides 

comments on the suggested wording proposed. The Draft Conditions Schedule 

reflects the updated draft schedule and is intended to replace the original 

Schedule of Draft Conditions submitted. 
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11. CONCLUSION 

11.1 This report has been prepared by Pegasus Group on behalf of Solarcentury ("the 

Applicant") in support of a planning application for a Development of National 

Significance (DNS) for Elwy Solar Energy Farm on land at Gwernigron Farm, St 

Asaph, Denbighshire ("the Application Site"). 

11.2 This report provides a response to the formal request dated 10th August 2021 for 

further information under Regulation 24 of the EIA Regulations and Regulation 

15(2) of the DNS Regulations from the parties named in the relevant section. 
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in 100 year +75% events as advised by NRW in 
correspondence further to the issue of the original report. 
 
Section 2.3 describes the 'Report Updates' as follows: 
 
"2.3.1 Revision 03 of this FCA has been updated following 
comments received from NRW on the 9th October 2020. 
 
2.3.2 The NRW comments are included in Appendix F, with 
the subsequent report additions included in Section 6.2. 
 
2.3.3 All vulnerable infrastructure will be located at least 
0.3m above the 1 in 100 year +30% breach levels as 
previously agreed with NRW. This approach along with 
raising the small substations above existing ground levels 
will effectively mitigate the risk of flooding during the 
predicted breach during the 1 in 100 year +75% event. 
Specified levels have been provided as drawings in 
Appendix G. With the exception of the small substation 
platforms, no ground level changes are proposed. 
 
2.3.4 Revision 06 reflects amendments to the proposed 
development, which include a reduction of the extent of 
panels in the southwest, the northeast and alongside the 
A525. Revision 06 also responds to NRW comments on 
tolerable conditions and access and egress." 
 
The removal of panels from the east has improved the 
previous situation regards the 'tolerable conditions'. No 
development is proposed in areas with depths in excess of 
1m (6.3.8). 
 
The removal of panels in the south west has addressed 
concerns about the proximity of works to the Pengwern 
Drain. No infrastructure will be situated within 20m of the 
top of the bank of Pengwern Drain which will mitigate the 
risk of flooding from it where no modelled outlines exist 
(8.1.7). 
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Section 6.0 'Acceptability of Consequences' provides 
additional discussion regard the management of flood risk 
factors associated with the proposed development. 

Heritage Statement Pegasus Group 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 
Built Heritage Addendum Pegasus Group 09/09/21 The Built Heritage Addendum provides additional 

information to be read alongside the Heritage Statement 
previously submitted. The addendum is intended to clarify 
the impacts of the proposed temporary construction 
compound and the updated proposed planting strategy 
upon the heritage significance of the Grade II Listed 
Gwernigron Farmhouse and the adjacent Grade II* listed 
Dovecote. 
 
The Built Heritage Addendum concludes in respect of the 
re-assessment of impacts of the proposed impact of the 
temporary construction compound on Gwernigron 
Farmhouse that the additional planting proposed would 
screen the solar arrays in the southern part of the site in 
the views from the south-facing primary elevation of the 
farmhouse and would also screen the solar arrays in the 
central and northern parts of the site in the views from the 
north-facing rear elevation of the Farmhouse. The 
temporary and indirect use of the temporary compound to 
the south would not change the overall level of harm 
previously identified within the Heritage Statement. 
 
The re-assessment of the impacts from the temporary 
construction compound and planting on the Dovecote 
describes that the additional proposed planting will screen 
the solar arrays from the Dovecote and any peripheral 
visibility of the solar arrays in the backdrop of these views 
would not compromise the experience of the asset. The 
disturbance from the construction compound is concluded 
to give rise to the potential for a very small degree of harm 
but this would be only a temporary and 
indirect effect. 

Agricultural Land Classification Land Research 21/09/21 Supersedes that previously submitted prepared by Soil 
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Study Associates Ltd Environmental Services and LRA report dated 26th 
January 2021.  
 
Dated 13th September 2021 to incorporate updated to 
Table 1 to reflect the revised layout.  Does not alter the 
methodology or conclusions reached regarding the ALC 
across the application site.  

Tree Survey and AIA Barton Hyett 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 
Glint and Glare Study Pager Power 09/09/21 Updated report to replace the previous version of the Glint 

and Glare Report submitted in May 2021. 
 
The report has been prepared to provide an updated 
assessment of the potential for glint and glare effects 
associated with the finalised layout and landscaping plan 
and provides additional analysis of the potential effects of 
the scheme on AONB receptors. 
 
The AONB receptors selected to be modelled correspond 
with Photo viewpoints 8, 9, 19, 11, 12 as contained in 
Figure 5.10 of ES Chapter 5 – Landscape and Visual. 
 
The assessed result of the impact of the scheme on 
dwellings is considered to be low due to the existing and 
proposed screening that is predicted to significantly 
reduce the duration of effects. 
 
The overall impact upon observers in the AONB is 
concluded to be low. 
 
No impacts are predicted on road users along the A55 or 
A525 and therefore no mitigation is required. 
 
In comparison with the previous Glint and Glare report 
submitted, the main difference in the findings is that no 
impacts are now predicted towards Gwernigron Farm due 
to the revised woodland planting. 

ES Statement of Competence Pegasus Group 09/09/21 Reaffirms that the ES chapters have been prepared by 
competent experts. 
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ES Contents Pegasus Group 09/09/21 Figures updated to reflect the additional plans submitted. 

ES Chapter 1 – Introduction Pegasus Group 09/09/21 Updated to reflect the revised scale of the scheme. 

Figure 1.1 – Application Site 
Context 

Pegasus Group 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 

Figure 1.2 – Application Site 
Boundary 

Pegasus Group 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 

ES Chapter 2 – Assessment 
Scope and Methodology 

Pegasus Group 09/09/21 Updated.  

Figure 2.1 – Schemes 
Considered in the Assessment of 
Cumulative Effects 

Pegasus Group 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 

Appendix 2.1 – Scoping Opinion Pegasus Group 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 

ES Chapter 3 – The 
Application Site 

Pegasus Group 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 

ES Chapter 4 – The Proposed 
Development and 
Alternatives Considered 

Pegasus Group 09/09/21 Updated. 

Figure 4.1 – Proposed 
Development 

Pegasus Group 21/09/21 Extensive changes made to the layout for 09/09/21 
variation submission. 
 
Planting removed from archaeologically sensitive areas, 
wetland mix specified to basins and swales. 

Figure 4.2 – ProW Plan Pegasus Group 21/09/21 Separated from previous combined plan and updated to 
reflect minor layout amendments. 

Figure 4.3 – Temporary Access 
Compounds 

Pegasus Group 21/09/21 Separated from previous combined plan and updated to 
reflect revised proposed arrangements and minor layout 
amendments. 

Figure 4.4 – Archaeologically 
Sensitive Areas 

Pegasus Group 21/09/21 Separated from previous combined plan and updated to 
reflect minor layout amendments. 

ES Chapter 5 – Landscape 
and Visual 

Pegasus Group 09/09/21 Addresses the impacts of the design variation, principally 
relating to the removal of panels from several land parcels 
within the site (6.1.2). 
 
The response to the landscape character has been 
updated to describe the areas of panels which have been 
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removed from the developable area and addition of 
substantial areas of tree and woodland planting and new 
hedgerow to enhance the existing hedgerow structure 
(5.4.11). 
 
The rationale and impact of the additional impact of 
mitigation planting measures is described as breaking up 
areas of panels and filtering longer distance views within 
the AONB as well as providing additional screening from 
the highways adjoining the site (5.4.12. 5.4.71). 
 
The location of the temporary construction compounds is 
updated to accurately describe all of the temporary 
construction compounds required (5.4.15). 
 
The type and quantity of change to the ground cover and 
planting scheme has been updated to reflect the revised 
layout and planting plan (5.4.23, 5.4.30). 
 
The amount of existing vegetation required to be removed 
as part of the revised plan has been updated at paragraph 
5.4.27. 
 
The impact of the additional mitigation planting on 
Viewpoint 4: view from PRoW footpath 201/13, looking 
south west is updated to consider the addition of 
substantial woodland planting along the eastern boundary 
with the A525 (5.4.79). 
 
The description of the impact on viewpoint 6: View from 
Twt Hill, looking south is updated to reflect the woodland 
planting proposed (5.4.82). 
 
The impact of the increased hedgerow planting and 
woodland on the view from Viewpoints 8 and 9 from PRoW 
foothpaths within the AONB is incorporated at 
paragraph (5.4.84). 
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The updated impact on Viewpoint 11 is described at 
5.4.88. 
 
The updated effect of planting to provide screening from 
residential receptors is described at 5.4.92. 
 
The updated mitigation planting measures to include the 
management of the land beneath the panels as grazed 
grass/flower mix; and the provision of tree and 
understorey planting to the south to provide screening of 
the battery storage element from longer distance views 
from the AONB; and proposed revised management to 
allow hedgerow trees to mature to a natural height; and 
provision of native woodland including understorey 
planting, are described at 5.5.10. 
 
The description of the residential effects of the proposed 
planting, to include native woodland, is updated at 5.5.12. 
 
Table 5.8: Mitigation is updated to reflect the provision of 
native woodland planting. 
The impact of the additional mitigation planting of native 
woodland on likely significant effects during the 
operational phase is updated at 5.7.10. 
 
5.7.12 which describes the mitigation and enhancement 
measures is updated to include the provision of native 
woodland as part of the measures proposed. 
 
The revised planting has not resulted in any alteration to 
the overall assessment of the significant effects, 
mitigation and residual effects associated with the 
development. 

Figure 5.1 – Site Location and 
Context Plan 

Pegasus Group 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 

Figure 5.2 – LANDMAP Cultural 
Landscape 

Pegasus Group 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 

Figure 5.3 – LANDMAP Pegasus Group 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 
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Geological Landscape 
Figure 5.4 – LANDMAP Historic 
Landscape 

Pegasus Group 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 

Figure 5.5 – LANDMAP 
Landscape Habitats 

Pegasus Group 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 

Figure 5.6 – LANDMAP Visual 
and Sensory 

Pegasus Group 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 

Figure 5.7 – Landscaping 
Designations and Visual 
Receptors Plan 

Pegasus Group 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 

Figure 5.8 – Topography Plan Pegasus Group 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 
Figure 5.9 – Screened Zone of 
Theoretical Visibility and 
Viewpoint Location Plan 

Pegasus Group 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 

Figure 5.10 – Viewpoints 1-10 Pegasus Group 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 
Figure 5.11 – Planting Plan Pegasus Group 21/09/21 P19-2023_26M Updated to reflect the revised planting 

proposed submitted 09/09/21. The planting plan has now 
also been updated to remove planting from 
archaeologically sensitive areas and wetland mix has been 
specified to basins and swales. 

Figure 5.12 – Photomontage 
Viewpoints 3,6,7, 9 and 10 

Pegasus Group 09/09/21 The photomontage representations have been updated to 
reflect the revised layout and planting plan. Photomontage 
representation of Years 1 and 15 are also provided in 
addition to the previous submission to assist with the 
appraisal and evaluation of effects. 

Appendix 5.1 - Methodology Pegasus Group 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 
ES Chapter 6 - Biodiversity Avian Ecology  09/09/21 The Biodiversity Chapter of the ES has been updated to 

reflect the impact of the proposed variation to the layout 
and planting proposed as part of the scheme. 
 
The 'Legislative and Policy Framework' has been updated 
to reflect changes arising from Brexit. 
 
The 'Scoping Criteria' set out in para. 6.2.42 have been 
updated to include reference to the NRW Consultation 
response to the Planning Inspectorate dated 27/07/2021 
(ref: AS-156267-T3J6). 
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Section 6.5 'Assessment of Likely Significant Effects' has 
been updated to include reference to the removal of 
panels from the site as per the recent layout in paragraphs 
6.5.8, 6.5.20, 6.5.23. 
 
Paragraph 6.5.41 describes that the revised design 
removes panels in the vicinity of pons reducing the 
potential for localized disturbance of Great crested Newts 
at these locations. 
 
The creation of new habitats and strengthening of existing 
features provided by the revised planting plan is 
integrated into the description at 6.5.59. 
 
The creation of additional habitat favourable for bird 
foraging and breeding where panels have been removed 
is described at 6.5.61 and 6.5.65. 
 
The increased prey and enhanced foraging opportunities 
for bats provided by the revised plans are described at 
6.5.70. 
 
The 'Additional Mitigation' section has updated that all 
Reasonable Avoidance Measures (RAMs) will form part of 
the CEMP and will be secured via a planning Condition in 
line with the consultation response received from NRW 
(letter to the Planning Inspectorate dated 27/07/2021). 
 
Paragraph 6.6.15 has been updated to describe that the 
BMP may be secured though Condition. 
 
The quantum of proposed habitat enhancement measures 
have been updated in paragraph 6.6.16. 
 
Table 6.8: Mitigation has been updated to summarise how 
the mitigation measurements will be delivered and 
secured as part of the planning process in response to the 
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comments made by NRW. 
 
The provision of woodland understorey planting and 
associated benefits of this is described at 6.6.31. 
 
The conclusions have been updated to reflect the positive 
effects on biodiversity that the updated planting will have 
at para. 6.8.27 which states that "New habitats will be 
created and existing features strengthened as part of the 
operational solar farm which, with appropriate long-term 
management in place, is considered to result in a medium 
positive effect on local habitat diversity and a significant 
benefit to the local populations of great crested newts at 
a Local/Site scale, contributing to resilience and 
strengthening ecological networks. 
 
Paragraph 6.8.28 is also updated to confirm that specific 
mitigation will be set in place to safeguard the favourable 
conservation status of the great crested newt population. 

Figure 6.1 – Statutory 
Designated Sites 

Avian Ecology 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 

Figure 6.2 – Non Statutory 
Designated Sites 

Avian Ecology 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 

Figure 6.3 – Phase 1 Habitat Plan Avian Ecology 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 
Figure 6.4 – Non Breeding Bird 
Survey Plan 

Avian Ecology 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 

Figure 6.5 – Breeding Bird 
Survey Results 

Avian Ecology 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 

Figure 6.6 – Otter and Water 
Vole Survey Results 

Avian Ecology 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 

Figure 6.7 – GCN Survey Results Avian Ecology 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 
Figure 6.8 – Biodiversity 
Enhancements 

Avian Ecology 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 

Appendix 6.1 - Technical 
Ornithological Appendix 

Avian Ecology 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 

Appendix 6.2 - Otter and Water 
Vole Survey 

Avian Ecology 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 
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Appendix 6.3 - Great Crested 
Newt Survey 

Avian Ecology 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 

Appendix 6.4 - Badger Survey 
(Confidential) 

Avian Ecology 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 

Appendix 6.5 - Photographic 
Appendix 

Avian Ecology 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 

Appendix 6.6 - Biological 
Records 

Avian Ecology 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 

Appendix 6.7 – Outline 
Biodiversity Management Plan  

Avian Ecology 21/09/21 Replaces previous Appendix 6.7 Biodiversity Management 
Plan in response to comments received from NRW.  
Detailed Biodiversity Management Plan to be secured as 
condition.  

ES Chapter 7 – Traffic and 
Transport 

Pegasus Group 09/09/21 Section 7.5 clarifies the uses of the site accesses 
proposed. 
 
7.5.9 updates the routing information in accordance with 
the request made by WG for vehicles exiting the site 
westbound. 
 
7.5.19 describes the effects of the provision of vegetation 
will have on screening views of the development from the 
highway as per the updated planting plan. 
 
7.6.1 details the assessment mitigation measures which 
will be put in place including the provision of additional 
information to drivers of the exist route required. 

Appendix 7.1 – Construction 
Traffic Management Plan 

Pegasus Group 09/09/21 The CTMP submitted replaces the previous version 
submitted in May 2021 to respond to comments issued by 
the Welsh Government Department of Economy and 
Infrastructure dated 14th July. 
 
The CTMP includes an additional Appendix which presents 
the relevant correspondence. 
 
Para. 3.5 updates the arrangements for exiting the site to 
require westbound vehicles to proceed to Junction 27 of 
the A55 North Wales Expressway and Figure 2 -Proposed 
Routing Plan is updated to reflect this. 
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Construction vehicles exiting the site will not use the A547 
Ffordd/Abergele/Rhuddland Road route as previously 
referenced within the CTMP. 
 
Paragraphs 3.16-3.19 have been removed to update this 
route change. 
 
The description of the 'Proposed Accesses' has been 
updated at 4.3 to provide clarification that the existing 
agricultural access will not be used during the construction 
and operational phases of the proposed development but 
will be retained to serve the agricultural use of the site 
which will resume after decommissioning. 
 
Paragraph 4.3 confirms that a DMRB CD 377 compliant 
Risk Assessment will be provided at the application stage 
(21st September in response to the 'Request for Further 
Information'). 
 
Paragraph 4.24 confirms that no improvement or 
mitigation works are required to protect animals from 
accessing the trunk road. 
 
Paragraph 4.31 describes that the potential impact of glint 
and glare associated with the revised site layout upon 
users as the A55 has been assessed and vegetative 
screening provided to ensure that there will be provided 
and traffic on the A55 will not be affected by glint and 
glare arising from the proposed solar panels. 
 
Paragraph 4.32 provides clarification that the fields 
adjacent to the A55 are used for grazing animals as 
existing and the additional planting proposed will push 
grazing animals further back from the A55 than existing. 
 
Paragraph 4.33 confirms that no form of external not be 
installed and that temporary or permanent lighting 
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illumination gear will not be permitted to be visible to 
motorists using the public highways. 
 
Section 5 'Site Compounds and Internal Routing' is 
updated to accurately describe the provision of temporary 
compounds at the site. 
 
Table 6.1 – Forecast Construction Traffic Movements has 
been updated to reflect the reduced amount of 
movements associated with the construction phase due to 
the reduced scale of the scheme. 
 
Section 8 'Proposed Mitigation Measures' has been 
updated to include the provision of leaflets and display 
posters which inform all drivers of the exit route. 

ES Chapter 8 – Human Health Pegasus Group 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 
Appendix 8.1 – Noise 
Assessment 

LFAcoustics 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 

ES Chapter 9 – Air Quality Pegasus Group 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 
Appendix 9.1 – Air Quality 
Technical Note 

AQC 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 

ES Chapter 10 – Risk of Major 
Accidents 

Pegasus Group 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 

Appendix 10.1 – Energy Storage 
Safety Management Plan 

Pegasus Group 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 

ES Chapter 11 - Summary Pegasus Group 09/09/21 Updated to reflect amended layout and associated effects. 
ES Chapter 12 – Glossary, 
Acronyms and Reference List 

Pegasus Group 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 

Environmental Statement Non-
Technical Summary in Welsh 

Pegasus Group 09/09/21 Updated to reflect revisions to the scheme. 

Environmental Statement Non-
Technical Summary in English 

Pegasus Group 09/09/21 Updated to reflect revisions to the scheme. 

Site Location Plan Pegasus Group 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 
Layout Plan Pegasus Group 21/09/21 P19-2023_15L Updates to reflect the revised layout 

(submitted as part of the variation on 09/09/21).  
 
Planting removed from archaeologically sensitive areas, 
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wetland mix specified to basins and swales. 
PRoW Plan Pegasus Group 21/09/21 P19-2023_33A PRoW Plan replaces that submitted on 

09/09/21 
Temporary Access Tracks and 
Compounds  

Pegasus Group 21/09/21 P19-2021_34A replaces previous submitted on 09/09/21 

Archaeologically Sensitive Areas Pegasus Group 21/09/21 P19022021_35A Archaeologically Sensitive Areas replaces 
that previously submitted on 09/09/21. 

Detailed Planting Plan Pegasus Group 21/09/21 P19-2021_26M Detailed Planting Plan replaces that 
previous submitted on 09/09/21 to remove planting from 
a small area of archaeologically sensitive area, update the 
planting schedule shown in the key proposed in the 
attenuation basis and swale areas (as proposed in the 
updated Outline BMP).  

General PV Layout Solarcentury 21/09/21 SCUKX-GWERN-001-100H General PV Layout submitted 
to provide additional technical detail to inform the 
assessment and quantification of direct impacts to soils.  

Fixed Tilt Framework Elevations Solarcentury 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 
40ft Substation and external 
transformer elevations & plan 

Solarcentury 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 

40ft battery Storage container 
elevations & plan with aerials 

Solarcentury 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 

Customer Switchgear Building at 
POC 

Solarcentury 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 

Permanent access track section 
details 

Solarcentury 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 

Deer fencing elevation Solarcentury 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 
Weld mesh fence elevation (2m) Solarcentury 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 
Fencing gate elevation (2m) Solarcentury 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 

CCTV elevations Solarcentury 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 
Acoustic screening elevation Solarcentury 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 
Ballast Framework Elevations Solarcentury 21/09/21 Updated to show above ground cable mounting proposed 

in the archaeologically sensitive areas to avoid ground 
intrusion. 

CCTV Trench Solarcentury 21/09/21 Additional plan submitted to show trench detail. 
LV Trench Solarcentury 21/09/21 Additional plan submitted to show trench detail. 
MV Trench Solar Century 21/09/21 Additional plan submitted to show trench detail. 
CD377 Road Restraints Risk Pegasus Group 21/09/21 Prepared and submitted in response to the request for this 
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Assessment Process (RRRAP) - 
Report 

information made by Welsh Government Economy and 
infrastructure. 

Construction Method and 
Decommissioning Statement 

Solarcentury 21/09/21 Solarcentury has provided additional detail regards the 
impact of the construction and decommissioning phase on 
soils in response to comments made by WG Climate 
Change.  If PINS require the submission of a Soil 
Management Plan prior to determination the application 
proposes to provide this as a technical appendix to the 
hearing on this subject matter (see also Draft Conditions 
Schedule).  

Written Response of the 
Application on Solar PV and Best 
and Most Versatile Agricultural 
Land 

39 Essex 
Chambers 

21/09/21 Additional information in response to the request for 
Further Information dated 10.08.21 to address the 
question of whether the development satisfies the 
requirements of paragraphs 3.58 and 3.59 of Planning 
Policy Wales 11. 

A copy of the acceptance notice 
issued by PINS 

- 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 

A copy of the pre-application 
advice obtained from the LPA 

-  11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 

A copy of the pre-application 
advice obtained from PINS 

- 11/05/21 No updates made since the original submission. 

Draft Conditions Pegasus Group 21/09/21 The Draft Conditions schedule submitted on 21/09/21 
reflects the updated draft schedule and is intended to 
replace the original schedule of Draft Conditions 
submitted.  

Request for Further Information 
Report 

Pegasus Group 21/09/21 Report prepared in response to the request for further 
information. 

Elwy Solar Farm Note on 
Biodiversity Net Gain and SPIES 
Appraisal 

Avian Ecology 21/09/21 Prepared and submitted to quantify and substantiate the 
biodiversity and ecosystem services enhancements 
associated with the updated Outline Biodiversity 
Management Plan submitted on 21/09/2021.  

 




