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out detailed guidance on specific waste related planning considerations that developers will be 
required to meet to satisfy Policy SP8. 

POLICY SP9 - 
MINERALS 

The local and regional need for the provision of a continuous supply of minerals will be achieved 
through:

1. Maintaining a minimum of 10 years land bank of hard rock throughout the plan period; 
including extended time periods to complete permitted extraction at existing sites;

2. Favouring proposals which promote the sustainable use of minerals and encourage the 
use of secondary and alternative resources;

3. The safeguarding of known resources of sandstone, limestone, sand and gravel (where 
these occur outside settlements), from permanent development that would unnecessarily 
sterilise them or hinder their future extraction; and

4. Safeguarding wharf facilities for the landing of marine dredged sand & gravel. 

5.91  The Vale of Glamorgan is an important supplier of minerals and as the Minerals Planning Authority 
the Council has the responsibility for ensuring that the LDP provides for a continued supply of 
minerals during and beyond the period covered by the LDP. The assessment of the adequacy of 
the land bank is made in the light of guidance contained in MTAN1: Aggregates and in the South 
Wales Regional Technical Statement on Aggregates. 

5.92  Based on the Council’s landbank reserve figure at July 2016 (31,962,000 tonnes) and the 10 year 
average production figure the Vale of Glamorgan landbank for hard rock aggregate was 40.7 
years giving a landbank of 30.7 years available at 2026. Reserves of hard rock for non-aggregate 
production (i.e. cement production) are sufficient for 19.8 years supply. The Vale of Glamorgan 
therefore has sufficient reserves to satisfy the requirements of the Regional Technical Statement. 
Reserves at sites such as Ruthin Quarry and Garwa Farm Quarry, where time limited extraction 
comes to an end in 2017 and 2019 respectively, are included within the landbank. The permitted 
level of extraction will not be completed at these sites within these time periods but there is no 
environmental or amenity reason for not extending the time limits to allow winning and working of 
the resource to continue.

 The following are active mineral working sites in the Vale of Glamorgan and inactive sites where 
future working is considered likely to occur:

 1.   Aberthaw - Liassic
 2.   Ewenny - Carboniferous
 3.   Forest Wood   - Carboniferous (Shared with Rhondda Cynon Taf)
 4.   Pant - Carboniferous
 5.   Pantyffynnon - Carboniferous
 6.   Longlands - Carboniferous
 7.   Lithalun - Carboniferous
 8.   Wenvoe - Carboniferous
 9.   Garwa Farm * - Carboniferous

 10. Ruthin *- Carboniferous 
         * Currently inactive but held in reserve

LDP Strategy



52 Vale of Glamorgan Local Development Plan  2011 - 2026 :  Written Statement

Contents

5.93  Mineral resources are finite and therefore it is vital to use these resources wisely and efficiently 
as well as encouraging the use of alternatives to naturally occurring minerals wherever this is 
technically possible and where it does not have unacceptable effects on the local environment. 
In this regard, Policy SP9 translates national and regional guidance on aggregates provision to 
the local level by promoting the use of natural minerals sustainably and encourages the use of 
secondary and alternative resources.

5.94  Planning Policy Wales stresses the importance of safeguarding mineral deposits which society may 
need in the future. Carboniferous and Liassic limestone are widespread in the Vale of Glamorgan. 
This policy safeguards those resources in accordance with national policy to ensure availability for 
future generations. The safeguarded areas are shown on the Proposals Map. Policy MG22 sets 
out the criteria by which development proposals that may sterilise or hinder future extraction of 
safeguarded minerals resources will be assessed against. Additionally, although there is no history 
of land-based sand and gravel extraction in the Vale of Glamorgan, a number of areas have been 
identified that may in the future contribute as a replacement to marine-dredged materials. In view 
of the limited availability of such material these areas are also safeguarded from development that 
would unnecessarily prejudice their potential extraction in the future.

5.95  Although the Wharf at Barry Docks has not been used for landing marine sand and gravel since 
2005 it is recognised that this is a potential supply route of sand and gravel resource into the 
region. The wharf site is therefore safeguarded on the Proposals Map and future proposals will 
need to consider the potential impact on the landing of marine sand and gravel at Barry Docks. 
The safeguarding of the wharf does not prevent its use to land other goods and does not affect 
permitted development rights. 

POLICY SP10 - 
BUILT AND NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 

Development proposals must preserve and where appropriate enhance the rich and diverse 
built and natural environment and heritage of the Vale of Glamorgan including: 
1. The architectural and / or historic qualities of buildings or conservation areas, including

locally listed buildings;

2. Historic landscapes, parks and gardens;

3. Special landscape areas;

4. The Glamorgan Heritage Coast;

5. Sites designated for their local, national and European nature conservation importance; 
and

6. Important archaeological and geological features.

5.96  The Vale of Glamorgan’s natural and built environmental qualities significantly contribute to its 
identity and also provide valuable local recreation and tourism opportunities. These assets include 
areas recognised as being of European, national and local importance, including the Vale of 
Glamorgan’s coastline which includes the Glamorgan Heritage Coast designation and the Severn 
Estuary Special Protection Area (Appendix 2 refers). 

5.97  Policy SP10 emphasises the need to protect the Vale of Glamorgan’s natural and built environmental 
assets and reinforces that sensitive design and choice of location of new development can have a 
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