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5.93  Mineral resources are finite and therefore it is vital to use these resources wisely and efficiently 
as well as encouraging the use of alternatives to naturally occurring minerals wherever this is 
technically possible and where it does not have unacceptable effects on the local environment. 
In this regard, Policy SP9 translates national and regional guidance on aggregates provision to 
the local level by promoting the use of natural minerals sustainably and encourages the use of 
secondary and alternative resources.

5.94  Planning Policy Wales stresses the importance of safeguarding mineral deposits which society may 
need in the future. Carboniferous and Liassic limestone are widespread in the Vale of Glamorgan. 
This policy safeguards those resources in accordance with national policy to ensure availability for 
future generations. The safeguarded areas are shown on the Proposals Map. Policy MG22 sets 
out the criteria by which development proposals that may sterilise or hinder future extraction of 
safeguarded minerals resources will be assessed against. Additionally, although there is no history 
of land-based sand and gravel extraction in the Vale of Glamorgan, a number of areas have been 
identified that may in the future contribute as a replacement to marine-dredged materials. In view 
of the limited availability of such material these areas are also safeguarded from development that 
would unnecessarily prejudice their potential extraction in the future.

5.95  Although the Wharf at Barry Docks has not been used for landing marine sand and gravel since 
2005 it is recognised that this is a potential supply route of sand and gravel resource into the 
region. The wharf site is therefore safeguarded on the Proposals Map and future proposals will 
need to consider the potential impact on the landing of marine sand and gravel at Barry Docks. 
The safeguarding of the wharf does not prevent its use to land other goods and does not affect 
permitted development rights. 

POLICY SP10 - 
BUILT AND NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 

Development proposals must preserve and where appropriate enhance the rich and diverse 
built and natural environment and heritage of the Vale of Glamorgan including: 
1. The architectural and / or historic qualities of buildings or conservation areas, including

locally listed buildings;

2. Historic landscapes, parks and gardens;

3. Special landscape areas;

4. The Glamorgan Heritage Coast;

5. Sites designated for their local, national and European nature conservation importance; 
and

6. Important archaeological and geological features.

5.96  The Vale of Glamorgan’s natural and built environmental qualities significantly contribute to its 
identity and also provide valuable local recreation and tourism opportunities. These assets include 
areas recognised as being of European, national and local importance, including the Vale of 
Glamorgan’s coastline which includes the Glamorgan Heritage Coast designation and the Severn 
Estuary Special Protection Area (Appendix 2 refers). 

5.97  Policy SP10 emphasises the need to protect the Vale of Glamorgan’s natural and built environmental 
assets and reinforces that sensitive design and choice of location of new development can have a 
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positive effect on the Vale of Glamorgan’s built and natural heritage. Similarly, new development will 
be required to minimise its impact on natural systems, landscapes, species and habitats and, where 
appropriate, provide opportunities for the creation of new habitats or the sensitive enhancement of 
existing habitats. 

5.98  The LDP provides a policy framework that seeks to preserve and enhance the Vale of Glamorgan’s 
important historic built environment particularly in relation to the numerous listed buildings (both 
statutory and local), conservation areas, scheduled monuments and historic landscapes, parks 
and gardens that exist. It should be noted that statutory listed buildings are also covered under 
Policy MD8 and are subject to separate legislation. In addition, it recognises the importance of 
preserving and enhancing the natural environment, principally the countryside and the coast, which 
have significant landscape and nature conservation value.

Enjoying
POLICY SP11 - 
TOURISM AND LEISURE 

Proposals which promote the Vale of Glamorgan as a tourism and leisure destination will be 
favoured.  Existing tourism and leisure facilities will be protected and enhanced, and favourable 
consideration will be given to proposals which: 

1. Enhance the range and choice of the Vale of Glamorgan’s tourism and leisure
opportunities, particularly through the provision of all year round facilities and a range and
choice of visitor accommodation in appropriate locations;

2. Favour rural diversification and the local economy; and

3. Protect existing tourism assets and promote the sustainable use of the countryside and the
Glamorgan Heritage Coast.

5.99  Located within the most populated area of Wales and in close proximity to Cardiff, the Vale of 
Glamorgan is well situated in terms of its catchment area for both day visitors and also as a base 
for visitors wishing to explore South Wales. The Vale of Glamorgan’s coastal and rural setting is a 
valuable tourism and recreation asset, as are day trip destinations such as Whitmore Bay, Barry 
Island and Penarth.  These assets were further enhanced in 2012 with the opening of the All Wales 
Coastal Path, a ‘flagship’ tourism project that is capable of bringing economic benefit to coastal 
communities.  Such destinations and assets also provide a valuable source of local employment, 
employing approximately 3,000 people5 and generating some £169.6 million of visitor expenditure 
both directly and indirectly. 

5.100  The Vale of Glamorgan Council’s Community Strategy seeks to build upon these tourism strengths. 
The aspiration is for the Vale of Glamorgan to become “the Green Lung of South East Wales” 
recognising the importance of ensuring that tourism is undertaken in a sustainable manner so 
that the natural and built tourism assets are maintained for the enjoyment of future generations. 
The LDP provides a policy framework which encourages new investment in appropriate tourism, 
leisure and recreation facilities and seeks to protect and enhance existing facilities for the benefit of 
residents, visitors and the local economy. 
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