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Mr Harry Edgeworth 
Planning Inspectorate, 
Crown Buildings, 
Cathays Park, 
Cardiff, 
CF10 3NQ 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
Town and Country Planning Act, 1990 (as amended) 
Planning Application Reference: 2021/00001/DNS 
Location : Land at Brynwell Farm, on land between the A4232 and 
Leckwith village 
Proposal : DNS/3261558 - Installation of a solar farm comprising 
ground mounted solar PV panels with a net installed generating 
capacity (AC) of up to 25 MW, including mounting system, battery 
storage units, inverters, underground cabling, grid connection hub, 
stock proof fence, CCTV, internal tracks and associated infrastructure, 
landscaping and environmental enhancements, for a temporary period 
of 40 years. 
 
I write in response to your notice dated 12 August with respect to the above 
DNS application. I respond in turn to each of your requests below. 
 

1. Full copies of relevant policies of the LDP and SPG 
 
Please see attached copies of all relevant policies, SPGs and background 
evidence referred to within the Council’s Local Impact Report (LIR) as 
requested. 
 

2. Updated Council stance with regard to Cadw comments 
 
Following review of these comments, the Council’s Conservation Officer has 
provided the following comments: 
 
I note Cadw’s response to the DNS application raises no objection to the 
proposal.  
 
I further note their assertion that there may be undesignated historic assets 
affected by the proposal.  
 
It is my view that the Glamorgan-Gwent Archaeological Trust are likely to be 
best placed to provide a view on the potential for archaeology within the site.  
 
In this instance, I defer to their views on the matter.   
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These comments are attached to this letter for reference. Noting the above, 
the Council’s stance remains consistent to that within the original LIR. 
 

3. Updated Council stance with regard to NRW comments 
 
Following review of NRW comments, the Council’s Ecologist provides the 
following comments: 
 

These comments are in response to those of Natural Resources Wales in 
a letter to the Planning Inspectorate dated 23rd June 2021. 
 
I concur completely with the need for the conditions outlined in the letter, 
especially for a pre-commencement Landscape Ecological Management 
Plan to be submitted and agreed and that such a plan should deal with the 
totality of the future management of the land as well as any new features. 
 
The LEMP should cover the management and enhancement of the site for 
hazel dormouse, bats and the network of hedgerows.  
 
In general hedgerows can benefit from being within solar farms as long as 
a more relaxed and long-term management scheme is put in place. This 
should be contained within the LEMP. 
 
Natural Resources Wales raises the issue of extending the proposed 
buffer of 2 metres around hedges, trees and woodland to 5 metres. Whilst 
that would be welcomed it would have to be agreed to by the applicant. It 
may impact on the proposal. For machinery to pass more mature and 
wider hedgerows then a 3m gap measured from the edge of the hedgerow 
would be the absolute minimum. 
 
Finally, Cwm Cydfin SSSI is some distance from the application at some 
1.7 km and the SSSI itself is contained within the larger block of Leckwith 
Woodlands. As mentioned earlier hedgerows can do well within and 
adjacent to solar farms and the habitat connectivity will have to be 
addressed within the LEMP. 
 
Conclusion  
 
The recommendations in reference to the imposition of conditions are fully 
supported. 
 
The LEMP must deal with connectivity in the wider landscape and with the 
long term management of the habitats and species including any new 
features. 
 

The Council’s Ecologists comments are attached to this letter for 
completeness. With regard to NRW’s comments, the Council are in 
agreement with NRW’s views as far as ecology is concerned.  
 
Although the LPA have had some further discussion with the applicant with 
regard to ecological matters raised within the LIR, on the basis of the 
information currently formally submitted, the LPA’s stance would currently 
remain consistent with that previously provided within the LIR. 
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Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
Mr. Robert Lankshear 
for Operational Manager Development Management 
 
 




