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POLICY MG17 - 
SPECIAL LANDSCAPE AREAS 

The following areas are designated as special landscape areas: 

1. Castle Upon Alun;

2. Upper & Lower Thaw Valley;

3. Ely Valley & ridge slopes;

4. Nant Llancarfan;

5. Dyffryn basin & ridge slopes;

6. Cwrt-yr-Ala basin.

Within the special landscape areas identified above, development proposals will be permitted 
where it is demonstrated they would cause no unacceptable harm to the important landscape 
character of the area.

6.117  Special Landscape Areas (SLA) have been designated to protect areas of the Vale of Glamorgan17 
that are considered to be important for their geological, natural, visual, historic or cultural significance. 
These areas have been identified through the utilisation of a methodology devised by the former 
Countryside Council for Wales (now Natural Resources Wales) in collaboration with a consortium of 
local authorities in South East Wales18, which uses LANDMAP data. The process allows information 
about the landscape to be gathered, organised and evaluated into a nationally consistent, quality 
assured data set. 

6.118  Details of the identified SLAs are contained within the Vale of Glamorgan Designation of Special 
Landscape Areas Background Paper (2013). 

6.119  The designation of SLAs is not intended to prevent development but to ensure that where 
development is acceptable careful consideration is given to the design elements of the proposal 
such as the siting, orientation, layout and landscaping, to ensure that the special qualities and 
characteristics for which the SLAs have been designated are protected. 

6.120  Development proposals within SLAs will be required to fully consider the impact of the proposal 
on the SLA through the submission of a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA). A LVIA 
will be required for any development that is likely to have a significant impact upon landscape 
character, or have a significant visual effect within the wider landscape (by virtue of its size or 
prominence or degree of impact on the locality) and will be prepared in accordance with the latest 
Landscape Institute and the Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment guidelines19. 
Where applicable, this should form a key element of a planning application’s design and access 
statement and should demonstrate that the proposal has been designed to remove or reduce any 
unacceptable impacts on the qualities for which the SLA has been designated. Any cumulative 
impacts that the proposal may have in relation to existing or planned proposals in the locality 
should also be considered. This is particularly the case for wind turbines or large structures and 
large-scale proposals such as solar farms. The level of detail required in each landscape impact 
assessment should be commensurate with the scale of the proposal.
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17Designation of Special Landscape Areas (April 2008) TACP
18Development of Criteria for Special Landscape Area Designation for South East Wales Local Authorities (July 2007)
19 Design in the Landscape Supplementary Planning Guidance, Vale of Glamorgan Council (2006)




