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POLICY MD9 -
PROMOTING BIODIVERSITY

New development proposals will be required to conserve and where appropriate enhance 
biodiversity interests unless it can be demonstrated that:

1. The need for the development clearly outweighs the biodiversity value of the site; and
2. The impacts of the development can be satisfactorily mitigated and acceptably managed

through appropriate future management regimes.

7.51 The biodiversity value of a proposed development site should be established at the earliest 
opportunity. Biodiversity value of sites should be assessed in national and local contexts. By virtue 
of their designation, internationally and nationally designated sites have the highest conservation 
value. Other sites such as SINCs or those sites that support a priority habitat or species should be 
assessed individually, but would likely be of lower conservation value. 

7.52 However, the biodiversity value of local sites may be increased by having any of the attributes 
below. 

• Diversity
• Rarity
• Naturalness
• Size
• Typicalness
• Fragility
• Irreplaceability .

7.53 Other features that may increase the importance of a site are where the site acts as a ‘stepping 
stone’, provides habitat connectivity or acts as a buffer zone to a designated site. Sites with one or 
more of these attributes will be important for biodiversity value. 

7.54 Where a site has biodiversity value, and where the development will be likely to have an adverse 
impact on biodiversity, the need for development must be weighed against the biodiversity value 
of the proposed development site. Where a development will have an adverse impact on the 
biodiversity value of a site, the development must demonstrate that the need for the development 
clearly outweighs the biodiversity value of the site.

7.55 Developers must demonstrate what measures have been taken to avoid an adverse impact on 
biodiversity and what mitigation measures will be undertaken to minimise the impact on biodiversity. 
Where reasonable avoidance measures and mitigation are not sufficient in minimising an adverse 
impact, any residual impact should be addressed by appropriate and proportionate compensation 
measures. Compensation should ideally be located as close as possible to the original site and 
be on a like-for-like basis. Mitigation measures and compensation sites should be chosen so as to 
maintain biodiversity features or resources. 

7.56 It is nearly always possible to provide biodiversity enhancement on development sites. Levels of 
enhancement should be commensurate with the level of adverse impact and the scale of development. 
Mitigation features that can be included could include: small animal underpasses, bird boxes on new 
build, vegetated dark flight corridors, ponds, hedgerows, native species in planting schemes, newt-
friendly drainage. These features not only mitigate and enhance, but also significantly contribute 
towards sustainability and natural resource planning; ensuring that new developments in the Vale are 
“future-proof” allowing for migration and colonisation in response to climate change.
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