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Council considers that a development proposal would lead to unacceptable pollution, or make an 
existing problem worse, then planning permission will not be granted.  

7.41  Policy MD7 follows the precautionary approach and the Council encourages developers to assess 
any impact at the earliest stage so that development proposals reduce any impact present to an 
acceptable level. Where development is permitted conditions will be attached to the approval to 
minimise any potential pollution levels and where appropriate monitor the effects of the development. 

7.42  The Vale of Glamorgan is covered by 2 Shoreline Management Plans (SMP). These have been 
prepared to consider the potential long term impact of increased sea levels as a consequence of 
climate change. The SMPs identify general policies and actions for managing change along the 
coastline. In developing the LDP the Council has used the SMPs to inform site allocations so as 
to ensure that future development proposals do not conflict with the longer term plans contained 
within the SMP. Policy MD7 is consistent with this approach by requiring that proposals within 
coastal locations include appropriate measures to avoid increasing coastal erosion and mitigate 
potential flooding.

7.43  The purpose of this Policy is to avert development from where it would be at risk from river, ordinary 
watercourse, coastal, surface water flooding or where it would increase the risk of flooding or 
additional run off from development elsewhere. The Policy will help deliver LDP objectives relating 
to flood risk and reflects advice set out in PPW and Technical Advice Note 15: Development and 
Flood Risk (July 2004). Avoiding unnecessary flood risk will be achieved by strictly assessing 
the flood risk implications of development proposals within areas susceptible to tidal or fluvial 
flooding and preventing development that unacceptably increases risk. In accordance with TAN15: 
Development and Flood Risk, no highly vulnerable development will be permitted in development 
advice zone C2. Development will only be considered in other areas at high risk of flooding where 
it can be demonstrated that the site can comply with the justification and assessment requirements 
of TAN15 (2004 – Section 6, 7 and Appendix 1)”.

POLICY MD8 - 
HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT  

Development proposals must protect the qualities of the built and historic environment of the 
Vale of Glamorgan, specifically:

1. Within conservation areas, development proposals must preserve or enhance the
character or appearance of the area;

2. For listed and locally listed buildings, development proposals must preserve or enhance
the building, its setting and any features of significance it possesses;

3. Within designated landscapes, historic parks and gardens, and battlefields, development
proposals must respect the special historic character and quality of these areas, their
settings or historic views or vistas;

4. For sites of archaeological interest, development proposals must preserve or enhance
archaeological remains and where appropriate their settings.

7.44  The historic environment is a significant, but finite, resource. With sensitivity and imagination, it 
can be a stimulus to creative new architecture and design, a basis for regeneration and make a 
powerful contribution to people’s quality of life.
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7.45  The historic environment embraces many features: buildings, structures, monuments, remains, 
archaeological sites, gardens, parks, landscapes and their settings. Appendix 10 provides details 
of Listed Buildings, Conservation Areas, Local Listed County Treasures, Parks and Gardens of 
Special Historic Interest in Wales, Landscapes of Outstanding Interest in Wales and Scheduled 
Monuments. National legislation29 and planning policy,30,31 indicates that all of these facets of 
the historic environment should be protected. The preservation and enhancement of the historic 
environment, including the settings of historic assets, is a key aspect of the Council’s wider 
responsibilities, and will constitute a material consideration of significant weight when determining 
applications affecting such assets.

7.46  In the Vale of Glamorgan there are 39 Conservation Areas which make a significant contribution 
to the attractiveness of the Vale, having been designated not on the basis of individual buildings 
but because of the overall quality of the area, its mix of uses, historic layout, characteristic 
materials, scale and detailing of buildings and open spaces. The Council has prepared detailed 
appraisals for each of its designated conservation areas, which define their special character and 
guidelines for development and enhancement schemes, and have been adopted by the Council 
as Supplementary Planning Guidance in support of the policies of the LDP. 

7.47  The Vale of Glamorgan has in excess of 740 Listed Buildings, whose special architectural or historic 
interest is protected by the need to obtain Listed Building Consent under the provisions of the 
Planning (Listed Buildings & Conservation Areas) Act 1990. The setting of such buildings, however, 
is often critical to the character of the building, and can be restricted to its immediate site or extend 
to a much wider area. It is therefore essential that any development proposals demonstrate that 
they have had regard to the need to preserve or enhance the building and its setting.

7.48  In partnership with the wider Community, the Council has identified buildings and structures within 
the Vale of Glamorgan considered as having special local architectural or historic interest. These 
‘County Treasures’ are of significance to the local community and contribute to the environmental 
and cultural heritage of the County. Although not of national importance required to merit statutory 
listing, their local value deserves preservation and regard must therefore be given to the need for 
development proposals to protect such assets from insensitive development which individually and 
cumulatively can harm local character. Further advice on development affecting locally listed County 
Treasures has been prepared and is set out in a Supplementary Planning Guidance document32.

7.49  The Vale of Glamorgan has considerable archaeological and historical interest. Glamorgan-
Gwent Archaeological Trust curates the authority’s Historic Environment Record. Archaeological 
features can have a considerable bearing on the feasibility of development proposals. Where 
archaeological remains are known or understood to be present, an archaeological field evaluation 
should be undertaken at the earliest opportunity and submitted as part of planning application. 
Where a development proposal affects an important archaeological site or its setting, there will be 
a presumption in favour of physical preservation of the remains, regardless of whether or not the 
site is a Scheduled Monument. Where development is permitted, remains should be preserved and 
sensitively incorporated into the development scheme or removed for preservation off site, where 
appropriate, in accordance with advice from Glamorgan-Gwent Archaeological Trust.

7.50  Policy MD8 seeks to ensure that the unique built and historic environment of the Vale of Glamorgan 
is protected and enhanced. Facilities to enhance and increase the public enjoyment of these historic 
environments will be encouraged provided that the facilities do not conflict with their conservation.

Managing Development in the Vale of Glamorgan

29Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act, 1990 and Historic Environment (Wales) Act 2016
30Planning Policy Wales Edition 9 Section 6
31Technical Advice Note 24 – The Historic Environment (2017)
32Vale of Glamorgan County Treasures SPG (March 2009)




