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Island into a year round resort it is critical that good quality accommodation is available and that all 
weather attractions are developed. 

6.165   In recent years the Council has been actively enhancing the attractiveness of the town for visitors 
and business, with the designation of Barry as a Regeneration Area providing a focus for the 
securing of investment to deliver real economic and social benefits to the town. This includes a 
number of regeneration projects, such as the 0.81 hectare ‘Triangle’ site which provides a hotel/
public house/restaurant development that complements the identified uses within the Phase II 
Barry Waterfront scheme by further enhancing the mix of uses within the dockland redevelopment.

6.166  In recent years the Barry Island Amusement Park has been the focus of development interest 
and the Council considers that redevelopment of this site would significantly enhance the range 
and choice of attractions available at Whitmore Bay. In allocating the site for tourism and leisure 
uses the Council is aware that a level of enabling development in the form of residential or other 
commercial development is likely to be required to make a scheme commercially viable. However, 
the primary focus of any redevelopment must be the provision of all-weather tourism and leisure 
facilities that support the ongoing tourism role of Whitmore Bay and Barry Island. In this regard any 
redevelopment proposal for the site which is overly biased towards residential uses will be resisted.

6.167 Another important regeneration site at Whitmore Bay is located on Nell’s Point. Formerly a part of 
the Butlins Holiday Camp, this vacant 4.45 hectare site is owned by the Vale of Glamorgan Council 
and represents considerable opportunities for enhancing and supporting the tourism role of Barry 
Island. The Council has undertaken initial feasibility work with specialist consultants and a number 
of development options are being considered. 

6.168  At Cottrell Park Golf Course, Bonvilston land is allocated for a major new hotel and luxury spa to 
complement the existing golf course, to further attract visitors, to create local employment and to 
enhance the tourism offer in the Vale of Glamorgan. The allocation of this site will also add to the 
range and choice of quality hotel accommodation in the area.

POLICY MG30 - 
LOCAL SEARCH AREAS FOR SOLAR ENERGY

Local search areas for solar energy are shown on the Proposals map.  In these areas proposals 
for solar energy generation schemes up to 50 mw will be permitted provided there are no 
unacceptable effects on amenity, heritage assets or the environment.

6.169 The Council’s Renewable Energy Assessment (2016) provides an assessment of solar energy 
potential within the Vale of Glamorgan in accordance with the Welsh Government Planning for 
Renewable and Low Carbon Energy – Toolkit for planners (September 2015). It provides a high level 
assessment of the potential solar energy resource within the Vale of Glamorgan and has identified 
6 broad areas of search with potential for ‘local authority wide’ scale solar energy schemes (i.e. for 
schemes up to 50 MW of installed capacity).

6.170 As broad areas of search the identified areas provide only an indication of solar energy potential 
rather than specific areas of safeguarded land for solar development. The search areas have been 
identified by mapping the potential solar energy resource (based on land elevation and orientation) 
and by removing key constraints to solar energy development.
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6.171 Within the identified ‘local search areas’ further refinement will be required to identify specific 
opportunities for detailed development proposals and to consider their acceptability and 
deliverable renewable energy capacity.  Detailed proposals will need to demonstrate that they have 
no unacceptable effects on adjoining land in terms of their impact on amenity, heritage assets 
and the wider environment. Proposals for solar energy development will also need to comply with 
the requirements of other relevant policies of the Plan such as Policy MD19 (Low Carbon and 
Renewable Energy Generation). The impact of detailed proposals on environmental designations in 
close proximity will therefore require careful consideration. The following paragraphs provide a brief 
description of each local search area and the potential constraints to solar energy development.

Local Search Area 1 – East of Treoes

6.172 This search area measures approximately 135 hectares and is located to the east of Treoes and 
adjoins the village of Llangan in the western Vale. The search area is located within the Upper & 
Lower Thaw Valley Special Landscape Area. Detailed development proposals will therefore need to 
carefully consider the extent of landscape and visual impacts. The identified solar energy resource 
in this area adjoins a number of other potential constraints that will need consideration in the 
preparation and assessment of detailed proposals. This includes the Llangan Conservation Area, 
two Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (purple moor grass and rush pasture), and a C2 
flood zone which runs along the course of the Nant Ganna and which is located to the north east 
of Llangan.

Search Area 2 – Land at Llandow

6.173 This search area measures approximately 112 hectares and is located in the western Vale between 
Llandow Trading Estate to the west, Dyffryn Business Park to the east and the Vale Business Park 
to the north. The area includes the former Llandow airfield and fields adjoining to the east and 
west. The identified solar energy resource in this area adjoins the identified existing and allocated 
employment sites and woodland areas to the north and west of Llandow Trading Estate.

Search Area 3 – Land West of Five Mile Lane

6.174 This search area measures approximately 86 hectares and is located to the west of the A4226 (Five 
Mile Lane) and south of Bonvilston and lies in the open countryside. The search area is located 
within the Nant Llancarfan Special Landscape Area where detailed development proposals will 
need to carefully consider the extent of landscape and visual impacts. The identified solar energy 
resource in this area adjoins a number of other potential constraints that will need consideration 
in the preparation and assessment of detailed proposals. This includes Sites of Importance for 
Nature Conservation (lowland meadows and purple moor grass and rush pasture) to the south and 
woodland to the north and south. In addition, a Scheduled Ancient Monument (Ty’n-y-Coed castle 
ringwork) and boundary of the Llancarfan Landscape of Outstanding Historic Interest lay in close 
proximity to the north and south west of the search area respectively.

Search Area 4 – Land South of the M4, Hensol

6.175 This search area measures approximately 54 hectares and is located immediately south of the 
M4 between Junctions 34 to the west and Junction 33 to the east. Whilst the area is located within 
the north eastern corner of the Vale of Glamorgan and outside of any Special Landscape Area 
designation the Ely Valley & Ridge Slopes SLA lies to the east of the search area. The identified 
solar energy resource in this area adjoins a number of other potential constraints that will need 
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consideration in the preparation and assessment of detailed proposals. This includes an area of 
C2 flooding to the North West along the course of the Nant Coslech, a Site of Importance for Nature 
Conservation (purple moor grass and rush pasture) to the east and woodland areas to the north 
and east of the search area.

Search Area 5 – Land East of Aberthaw Power Station

6.176 This search area measures approximately 30 hectares and is located in between the Aberthaw 
Power Station to the west and the Vale of Glamorgan rail line and village of East Aberthaw to the 
east. The search area comprises land that has previously been used as spoil mound for the disposal 
of ash from Aberthaw Power Station and a parcel of undeveloped land to the north east which 
abuts the rail line. The identified solar energy resource in this area adjoins a number of potential 
constraints that will need consideration in the preparation and assessment of detailed proposals. 
This includes woodland areas and a Site of Importance for Nature Conservation (lowland meadows 
and calcareous grassland) to the north and west of the undeveloped field parcel. In addition, the 
East Aberthaw coastal SSSI is located along the southern boundary of the search area.

Search Area 6 – Land North West of Welsh St Donats

6.177 This search area measures approximately 20 hectares and is located to the North West of Welsh 
St Donats within the open countryside. The identified solar energy resource in this area adjoins a 
number of potential constraints that will need consideration in the preparation and assessment of 
detailed proposals. This includes Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (purple moor grass 
and rush pasture) and woodland areas to the south and east. Whilst the search area does not fall 
within a Special Landscape Area designation the Ely Valley & Ridge Slopes SLA is located to the 
east.
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