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6.139  The operation of mineral workings frequently conflict with other land uses and impacts such as 
noise, dust and vibration which can significantly affect local amenity. Similarly, development in 
close proximity to mineral workings can severely constrain the ability of mineral resources to be 
worked. In order to provide areas of protection around mineral workings buffer zones have been 
identified to reduce the conflict between the mineral operation and other sensitive land uses such 
as residential areas, hospitals and schools. Within the buffer zone, there should be no new mineral 
extraction or new sensitive development, except where the site of the new development would 
be located within an existing built up area which already encroaches into the buffer zone. Other 
less sensitive development such as industry or employment may be acceptable where it can be 
demonstrated that such proposals would not unacceptably impact upon the operations of the 
mineral working.

6.140  The extent of the buffer zone is based on standard national guidance contained in MTAN1 which 
is 200 m for hard rock quarries. The minerals buffer zones have been identified on the Proposals 
Map. Accordingly, where there is an application for a quarry extension, the quarry buffer zone will 
normally be considered to extend 200 m from the boundary of the extension, unless otherwise 
justified as part of the consideration of that proposal.

POLICY MG24 - 
DORMANT MINERAL SITES

The Council will seek to prevent further mineral extraction by seeking to serve prohibition 
orders at the following long dormant mineral sites where it is satisfied that the resumption of 
winning and working of minerals or the depositing of mineral waste to any substantial extent is 
unlikely:

1. Beaupre (Long Grove) Quarry, St Hilary;
2. Cnap Twt Quarry, Castle upon Alun;
3. Cosmeston Quarry, Penarth;
4. Cross Common Quarry, Dinas Powys;
5. Downswood Quarry, Penarth;
6. Ely Brickworks (site shared with Cardiff);
7. Lavernock Quarry;
8. St. Andrews Quarry, St Andrews Major;
9. Southerndown Road Quarry.

As the dormant reserves at Argoed Isha, Llansannor have been assessed as having potential 
to be reworked in the future, the Council will not seek to serve a prohibition order at this site.

6.141  In addition to active quarry sites, there are a number of inactive and long dormant mineral sites 
within the Vale of Glamorgan where no mineral working has occurred for a period in excess of 10 
years. These are shown on the Proposals Map. Many of the sites have regenerated naturally, have 
been put to alternative uses or are constrained by nearby development. For example, Cosmeston 
Quarry flooded to a depth of over 20 metres when quarrying ceased in the 1960s and has since been 
incorporated into Cosmeston Country Park; Lavernock Quarry and Southerndown Road have been 
used as waste disposal sites; and Ely Brickworks (shared with Cardiff) has been largely covered 
by the Ely Link Road. In addition, approximately 5.4 hectares to the North of Lavernock Quarry has 
been allocated for residential development under Policy MG2 (24) Land at Upper Cosmeston Farm, 
Lavernock.  Reserves at Beaupre, Cnap Twt, Cross Common and Downswood quarries are limited 
and/or constrained and St Andrews Quarry is constrained by nearby sensitive development.
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6.142  The Council will seek to prevent further extraction of resources at the sites listed in Policy MG24 
in order to provide certainty about their future working and will seek to ensure that restoration is 
undertaken where appropriate. Restoration and after-use will primarily rely on natural regeneration 
for nature conservation/ecological purposes. For Lavernock Quarry, residential development will 
take place on the northern part of the dormant quarry allocated as part of MG2 (24) Land at Upper 
Cosmeston Farm, Lavernock.

6.143 It is considered that reserves at Argoed Isha Quarry, Llansannor, could be reworked in the future 
subject to the approval of a new scheme of workings. Accordingly, the Council will undertake 
annual minerals site monitoring of all quarries to monitor the potential future contribution from 
inactive quarries.

6.144  The quarry at Cnap Twt, Castle upon Alun is a geological SSSI. Section 28G of The Countryside and 
Rights of Way Act 2000 places a duty on Local Authorities “to take reasonable steps, consistent 
with the proper exercise of the Authority’s functions, to further the conservation and enhancement 
of the flora, fauna or geological or physiographical features by reason of which the site is of special 
scientific interest.” As the features of interest of the site are in the rock face, it is considered that 
no restoration should take place unless and until such proposals have been approved by Natural 
Resources Wales.

POLICY MG25 - 
MINERAL WORKING (INCLUDING OIL AND GAS EXTRACTION)

Proposals which prioritise the use of recycled material and secondary aggregates before 
new sources of primary materials are developed will be favoured where this does not have an 
unacceptable effect on amenity or the environment.

Proposals for the extraction of new primary minerals will only be permitted where there is a 
proven national, regional or local need for the mineral and where:

1. Any adverse impacts on the natural environment are avoided or mitigated to an acceptable
level, and proposals include, where appropriate, measures to enhance the natural
environment;

2. Impacts on built and cultural heritage are mitigated to an acceptable level and enhanced
wherever possible;

3. Impacts on the amenity of local residents and local communities are not unacceptable, in
particular with regard to noise, health, air quality, vibration, visual impact, access provision
and traffic generation;

4. Impacts on geology, hydrology and hydrogeology, including land stability and water
supplies, are acceptable;

5. There is clear evidence that there will be no unacceptable loss of agricultural land of 
ALC grade 1, 2, and 3a;

6. Minerals are transported by the most sustainable means and the potential for minerals to
be transported by means other than by road has been adequately assessed;

7. There is provision for the land to be progressively and finally restored to a high
standard and to a beneficial and sustainable after-use including long term post-closure
management; and

8. Where opportunities for the re-use and recycling of mineral waste have been considered
and where there are no practicable substitute materials that can be provided at less
environmental costs.
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