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6.127 For the purposes of the policy, nationally designated sites include Sites of Special Scientific Interest 
(SSSI). Within the Vale of Glamorgan there are 28 SSSI and these are detailed in Appendix 2 and 
their locations are shown on the Constraints Map. Protected species are those detailed within the 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) and species specific legislation e.g. the Protection 
of Badgers Act 1992.    

6.128 The presence of a protected species is a material consideration in the determination of planning 
applications. When assessing any development proposal which if carried out would be likely to 
result in harm to a protected species or its habitat, the Council will be guided by advice received 
from Natural Resources Wales.

6.129 There will always be a presumption against development which is likely to harm a protected site or 
species. However, there may also be instances when the importance of a development proposal 
will outweigh the conservation value, either temporarily or permanently to a SSSI / protected species 
and in such instances, the objective will always be to ensure that the nature conservation value of 
the site or protected species  is preserved and where possible enhanced. 

6.130 Where development is permitted, appropriate conditions or agreed planning obligations will be 
used to secure adequate compensation or mitigation measures.

POLICY MG21 – 
SITES OF IMPORTANCE FOR NATURE CONSERVATION, REGIONALLY 
IMPORTANT GEOLOGICAL AND GEOMORPHOLOGICAL SITES AND PRIORITY 
HABITATS AND SPECIES

Development proposals likely to have an adverse impact on sites of importance for nature 
conservation or priority habitats and species will only be permitted where it can be demonstrated 
that: 

1. The need for the development clearly outweighs the nature conservation value of the site;
2. Adverse impacts on nature conservation and geological features can be avoided;
3. Appropriate and proportionate mitigation and compensation measures can be provided;

and

4. The development conserves and where possible enhances biodiversity interests.

6.131 Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC) are identified to protect areas of high 
wildlife value at a local level. Regionally Important Geological and Geomorphological Sites are 
locally designated sites of local, national and regional importance for geodiversity (geology and 
geomorphology).

6.132 Priority Habitats and Species for Conservation are identified in the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 
Section 7. Species or habitats are important wildlife features, are rare or declining and are not 
protected by primary legislation.

6.133 Development which is likely to have an adverse impact on SINCs, RIGS or Priority Habitats and 
Species will be required to demonstrate that every effort has been made to avoid and mitigate 
any adverse impacts and that the need for the development outweighs the nature conservation 
or geological value. Where on site mitigation is not possible or sufficient to prevent any adverse 
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impact then off-site compensation will be required. Off-site compensation will be secured through 
planning conditions or Section 106 agreements as appropriate.

6.134 The Council will produce Supplementary Planning Guidance on ‘Biodiversity and Development’ to 
support these policies and provide advice for developers on the Council’s approach to biodiversity 
issues.

POLICY MG22 - 
DEVELOPMENT IN MINERAL SAFEGUARDING AREAS

Known mineral resources of sandstone, sand and gravel and limestone are safeguarded as 
shown on the proposals map.

New development will only be permitted in an area of known mineral resource where it has first 
been demonstrated that:

1. Any reserves of minerals can be economically extracted prior to the commencement of the
development;

2. Or extraction would have an unacceptable impact on environmental or amenity
considerations; or

3. The development would have no significant impact on the possible working of the resource
by reason of its nature or size; or

4. The resource in question is of poor quality / quantity.

6.135 In view of the landbank of reserves with planning permission at existing mineral working sites 
within the Vale of Glamorgan, there is no requirement for the Plan to allocate additional areas for 
limestone extraction. Significant areas have, however, been identified as containing resources that 
may be of value for mineral working in future. Those areas are identified on the Proposals Map and 
are protected from permanent development that could sterilise or hinder their future extraction.

6.136 The reason for the safeguarded area (i.e. the potential long term benefit of the resource in question) 
should be considered relative to the need for development and any short term economic arguments.

6.137 In addition, small-scale development proposals, for example limited infill, householder development 
or agricultural development, will often be permissible within safeguarded areas, although they 
will first need to demonstrate that they would not prejudice future exploitation of the safeguarded 
resource.

6.138  Further details on the implementation of the Policy will be addressed through Supplementary 
Planning Guidance.

POLICY MG23 - 
QUARRY BUFFER ZONES 

Buffer zones have been identified around mineral working sites. Within buffer zones proposals 
for new development will only be permitted where it is demonstrated that: 
1. The proposal would not constrain the operations of the mineral site; or

2. The proposal is located within an existing built up area which already encroaches into the
buffer zone.
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