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Development proposals likely to have an adverse effect on a European protected species 
will only be permitted where:

1. There are reasons of overriding public interest;

2. There is no satisfactory alternative; and
3. The action authorised will not be detrimental to the maintenance of the population of the

species concerned at a favourable conservation status in their natural range.

6.123 Internationally designated sites comprise Special Areas of Conservation (SAC), Special Protection 
Areas (SPA) and Ramsar Sites. The Vale of Glamorgan has 2 international sites: - Dunraven Bay 
(SAC) and Severn Estuary (SAC, SPA, Ramsar) and is directly adjacent to the Kenfig SAC in the 
County Borough of Bridgend. The locations of the European sites are shown on the Constraints 
Map.

6.124 Any development proposals that are likely to affect European designated sites or European 
Protected Species (EPS) will be determined in accordance with national planning policy set out in 
Planning Policy Wales and Technical Advice Note 5: Nature Conservation and Planning (2009) and 
relevant case law.

6.125 In accordance with the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (as amended), any 
development proposals that has the potential for adverse impact on the integrity of a European site 
will be subject to a Habitats Regulations Assessment. 

6.126 Prior to implementing any consent that may be granted which may affect species of European 
importance, developers will need to secure a derogation from Natural Resources Wales under the 
Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (as amended), the ‘Habitats Regulations.

POLICY MG20 – 
NATIONALLY PROTECTED SITES AND SPECIES

Development likely to have an adverse effect either directly or indirectly on the conservation 
value of a site of special scientific interest will only be permitted where it is demonstrated that:

1. There is no suitable alternative to the proposed development; and
2. It can be demonstrated that the benefits from the development clearly outweigh the special

interest of the site; and

3. Appropriate compensatory measures are secured; or

4. The proposal contributes to the protection, enhancement or positive management of the
site.

Development proposals likely to affect protected species will only be permitted where it is 
demonstrated that:

1. The population range and distribution of the species will not be adversely impacted;
2. There is no suitable alternative to the proposed development;
3. The benefits of the development clearly outweigh the adverse impacts on the protected

species; and
4. Appropriate avoidance, mitigation and compensation measures are provided.
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6.127 For the purposes of the policy, nationally designated sites include Sites of Special Scientific Interest 
(SSSI). Within the Vale of Glamorgan there are 28 SSSI and these are detailed in Appendix 2 and 
their locations are shown on the Constraints Map. Protected species are those detailed within the 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) and species specific legislation e.g. the Protection 
of Badgers Act 1992.    

6.128 The presence of a protected species is a material consideration in the determination of planning 
applications. When assessing any development proposal which if carried out would be likely to 
result in harm to a protected species or its habitat, the Council will be guided by advice received 
from Natural Resources Wales.

6.129 There will always be a presumption against development which is likely to harm a protected site or 
species. However, there may also be instances when the importance of a development proposal 
will outweigh the conservation value, either temporarily or permanently to a SSSI / protected species 
and in such instances, the objective will always be to ensure that the nature conservation value of 
the site or protected species  is preserved and where possible enhanced. 

6.130 Where development is permitted, appropriate conditions or agreed planning obligations will be 
used to secure adequate compensation or mitigation measures.

POLICY MG21 – 
SITES OF IMPORTANCE FOR NATURE CONSERVATION, REGIONALLY 
IMPORTANT GEOLOGICAL AND GEOMORPHOLOGICAL SITES AND PRIORITY 
HABITATS AND SPECIES

Development proposals likely to have an adverse impact on sites of importance for nature 
conservation or priority habitats and species will only be permitted where it can be demonstrated 
that: 

1. The need for the development clearly outweighs the nature conservation value of the site;
2. Adverse impacts on nature conservation and geological features can be avoided;
3. Appropriate and proportionate mitigation and compensation measures can be provided;

and

4. The development conserves and where possible enhances biodiversity interests.

6.131 Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC) are identified to protect areas of high 
wildlife value at a local level. Regionally Important Geological and Geomorphological Sites are 
locally designated sites of local, national and regional importance for geodiversity (geology and 
geomorphology).

6.132 Priority Habitats and Species for Conservation are identified in the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 
Section 7. Species or habitats are important wildlife features, are rare or declining and are not 
protected by primary legislation.

6.133 Development which is likely to have an adverse impact on SINCs, RIGS or Priority Habitats and 
Species will be required to demonstrate that every effort has been made to avoid and mitigate 
any adverse impacts and that the need for the development outweighs the nature conservation 
or geological value. Where on site mitigation is not possible or sufficient to prevent any adverse 
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