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Plan. Proposals affecting green wedges, special landscape areas and the Glamorgan Heritage 
Coast will be considered against policies MG18, MG17 and MG27 respectively.

7.4  New development will be expected to avoid unnecessary flood risk and to meet the requirements 
of TAN 15: Development and Flood Risk. No highly vulnerable development will be permitted within 
Development Advice Map (DAM) Zone C224 and development will only be considered in areas at 
risk of flooding where it can be demonstrated that the site can comply with the justification and 
assessment requirements set out in TAN 15.

POLICY MD2 - 
DESIGN OF NEW DEVELOPMENT

In order to create high quality, healthy, sustainable and locally distinct places development 
proposals should: 

1. Be of a high standard of design that positively contributes to the context and character of
the surrounding natural and built environment and protects existing features of townscape
or landscape interest;

2. Respond appropriately to the local context and character of neighbouring buildings and
uses in terms of use, type, form, scale, mix, and density;

3. Where appropriate, provide new or enhanced areas of public realm particularly in key
locations such as town centres, major routes and junctions;

4. Promote the creation of healthy and active environments and reduce the opportunity 
for crime and anti-social behaviour. In the case of retail centres, developments should 
provide active street frontages to create attractive and safe urban environments;

5. Provide a safe and accessible environment for all users, giving priority to pedestrians,
cyclists and public transport users;

6. Have no unacceptable impact on highway safety nor cause or exacerbate existing traffic
congestion to an unacceptable degree;

7. Where appropriate, conserve and enhance the quality of, and access to, existing open
spaces and community facilities;

8. Safeguard existing public and residential amenity, particularly with regard to privacy,
overlooking, security, noise and disturbance;

9. Provide public open space, private amenity space and car parking in accordance with the
council’s standards;

10. Incorporate sensitive landscaping, including the retention and enhancement where
appropriate of existing landscape features and biodiversity interests;

11. Provide adequate facilities and space for the collection, composting and recycling of
waste materials and explore opportunities to incorporate re-used or recyclable materials
or products into new buildings or structures; and

12. Mitigate the causes of climate change by minimising carbon and other greenhouse gas
emissions associated with their design, construction, use and eventual demolition, and
include features that provide effective adaptation to, and resilience against, the current
and predicted future effects of climate change.

7.5  Policy MD2 sets out the key principles that developers should consider in respect of design, amenity 
and access which together contribute to attractive, safe and accessible environments. Safeguarding 
the local character of the Vale of Glamorgan’s towns and villages is reliant on securing high quality 
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design that is of the appropriate scale and form in the right location. Equally, the layout and design 
of new development is essential for improving resident’s quality of life, creating a sense of place 
and ensuring a healthy and safe environment.

7.6  All development proposals will be required to fully consider the context and character within which 
the development proposal is located so as to ensure that it contributes positively to the local setting 
including important views and vistas. Issues associated with safeguarding residential amenity 
should also be addressed during the design process especially where mixed use developments 
are proposed. Solutions to problems such as overlooking and noise can often be overcome by 
good design. All new buildings should respond positively to and respect their surroundings and 
contribute towards healthy and vibrant communities, reducing the fear of crime and creating a 
sense of place. In this regard developments must be of an appropriate scale, density and design 
for their location and make a positive contribution to the local environment. Further guidance will be 
provided in the Householder Design Guide Supplementary Planning Guidance.

7.7  Key locations, such as town centres and main routes/junctions that serve new developments, 
present opportunities for enhancing public realm and reinforcing a sense of place through the 
use of sensitive landscaping and public art. In all shopping centres, the Council will require well 
designed shop fronts which will enhance the area and add to its local distinctiveness.

7.8  All new development should be highly accessible. Walking and cycling have an important role to 
play in the management of movement across the area, particularly reducing the number of short 
trips taken by car. Developers will be required to ensure that new developments encourage walking 
and cycling by giving careful consideration to location, design, access arrangements, travel ‘desire 
lines’ through a development, and integration with existing and potential off-site links. Providing 
safe and convenient walking and cycling environments will help tackle health problems associated 
with physical inactivity and social exclusion factors arising from car dependency, poor access to 
services and public transport facilities.

7.9  The provision of car parking is a major influence on the choice of means of transport and the 
pattern of development. The Council will seek to restrict developments that generate a high level of 
trips (e.g. offices, shops and leisure uses) to locations well served by public transport. Moreover, 
provision for parking will be reduced in line with improvements to public transport accessibility. The 
Council’s standards are set out in the Parking Standards Supplementary Planning Guidance.

7.10  As well as ensuring healthy and active environments consideration should also be given to the 
impact on the health and wellbeing of future users in the design of buildings, use of materials and 
access to light and quiet areas. The provision of features or the shared use of community facilities 
for health care needs which enable people to retain their independence and remain in the local 
community will be favoured where considered appropriate.

7.11  The Welsh Government promotes the widespread adoption of travel plans by businesses, schools, 
hospitals, tourist attractions, major residential developments and other significant travel-generating 
uses. These assist with the efficient management of the highway network and promote alternative 
modes of transport. The need for a travel plan will be identified early on as part of the pre-application 
process or scoping discussions with the Council, and will be the subject of Supplementary Planning 
Guidance.
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7.12  To meet the goal of achieving sustainable development, proposals need to make appropriate 
provision for reducing and recycling waste in accordance with the waste hierarchy.  Encouraging 
energy conservation and generation from renewable sources is one measure by which the planning 
system can make a positive contribution towards reducing the impact of new development on 
climate change. The design of new developments must address the need to reduce energy 
consumption and maximise opportunities for low carbon energy generation. Developers should 
consider measures to help reduce effects related to climate change, for example by incorporating 
green space to provide shading and sustainable drainage systems to reduce run-off, incorporating 
renewable energy generation into the fabric of buildings or designs which prevent overheating to 
avoid the need for artificial cooling of buildings. 

7.13 It is a statutory requirement that certain applications for planning permission and listed building 
consent are accompanied by a Design and Access Statement (DAS)25.
Where required, a Design and Access Statement should explain how proposals can contribute 
positively to reducing the fear of crime and creating a sense of place. The level of detail in the 
statement should be proportionate to the complexity of the proposal but should contain sufficient 
detail to explain how the development addresses any factors relevant to the scale and type of 
development proposed.

7.14  Larger residential and commercial schemes present an opportunity to deliver developments that 
create a sense of place, provide an accessible and healthy environment, and reinforce or enhance 
existing urban areas. In order to ensure the creation of high quality public spaces, the Council 
may require promoters of allocated and unallocated sites to prepare a master plan. As part of the 
master planning exercise developers will be required to demonstrate that they have had regard to 
all of the requirements of Policy MD2.

POLICY MD 3 - 
PROVISION FOR OPEN SPACE

Where there is an identified need for public open space, new residential development with a net 
gain of 5 or more dwellings will be required to provide public open space in accordance with 
the following standards:

1. Outdoor sports provision 1.6 hectares per 1,000 population
2. Children’s equipped play space 0.25 hectares per 1,000 population
3. Informal play space 0.55 hectares per 1,000 population

Where there is an identified need for public open space provision, major new commercial 
developments, where floorspace to be created exceeds 1000 sqm or the site is 1 hectare or 
more, will be required to provide public open space at a ratio of 16 sqm per full time equivalent 
employee.

In order to create sustainable places areas of open space will usually be required to be provided 
on-site as part of new development proposals. Where it is not practical or desirable to make 
provision on-site, appropriate off-site provision or financial contributions for improvements 
to existing facilities will be required in lieu of on-site public open space.

7.15  Planning Policy Wales (PPW) directs that the development plan should contain clear polices for 
the provision, protection and enhancement of sport, recreation and leisure facilities. Standards of 
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