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POLICY MD18 -
GYPSY AND TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION
Proposals for additional gypsy and traveller accommodation will be permitted providing that:

1. There is reasonable access from the site to day to day services, facilities and employment,
including schools, medical facilities, shops and community facilities;

2. The size of the site and the number of pitches are appropriate to its location and
accommodation needs of the applicant;

3. Adequate on site services for water supply, drainage, sewage, power and waste disposal are
available or can be provided without causing any unacceptable environmental impact; and

4. The existing highway network is adequate to serve the site and a satisfactory means of
access can be provided, including provision for parking, turning, servicing and emergency
vehicles.

There will be a preference for accommodation needs to be met on any of the following:
• Allocated gypsy and traveller sites;
• Existing gypsy and traveller sites or on appropriate extensions to those sites; or
• Sites within existing settlements.

7.85  National guidance recognises the need for a criteria based Policy in order to assess proposed 
private or other gypsy and traveller sites, in order to meet future or unexpected demand. Policies 
must be fair, reasonable, realistic and effective in delivering sites. Accordingly, Policy MD18 sets out 
the criteria for new gypsy and traveller accommodation.

7.86  Where the proposal is considered to be justified, planning permission will be restricted to the 
applicant and their dependent resident family. In addition, the sustainability of the site in terms 
of access to essential services and facilities will also be an important factor in determining the 
suitability of the proposals.

7.87  The Council may impose planning conditions to control business uses and associated buildings 
on the site to ensure that they remain ancillary to residential use. In this regard and where relevant, 
planning applications should be accompanied by details of any proposals for the storage of plant 
and equipment associated with the business activities of those living on the site.

POLICY MD19 - 
LOW CARBON AND RENEWABLE ENERGY GENERATION35

Proposals for the generation of low carbon and renewable energy will be permitted where it can 
be demonstrated that there is no unacceptable impact on the interests of: 

• Best and most versatile agricultural land;
• Aviation safeguarding;
• Electrical, radio or other communication systems;
• Landscape importance;
• Natural and cultural heritage;
• Nature conservation;
• Residential amenity; and
• Soil conservation.

In assessing such proposals, the cumulative impacts of renewable energy schemes will be an 
important consideration. Where necessary, proposals should be informed by a landscape and 
visual impact assessment.

Favourable consideration will be given to proposals that provide opportunities for renewable 
and low carbon energy and / or heat generation to be utilised within the local community.
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7.88 The Council’s Renewable Energy Assessment (2016) has assessed the potential renewable 
energy capacity within the Vale of Glamorgan. This identified significant opportunities for a range of 
renewable energy proposals, particularly from standalone solar photovoltaic developments, small 
clusters of wind energy potential, biomass, and from micro generation schemes including Building 
Integrated Renewables [BIR]. For wind energy potential these generally relate to schemes within 
the ‘micro’ (up to 50kw) and up to the ‘sub local authority’ (up to 5MW) scales defined under 
national planning policy. For solar energy, potential has been identified for schemes within the ‘local 
authority-wide’ scale (i.e. for schemes up to 50MW).  Accordingly, Local Search Areas for solar 
energy have been identified on the Proposals Map as identified in policy MG30.

7.89  Policy MD19 seeks to favour low carbon and renewable energy schemes, where appropriate. 
These technologies include onshore wind, landfill gas, energy crops, efficient energy from waste 
processes, anaerobic digestion, sewage gas, hydropower, biomass, solar energy, combined heat 
and power and buildings with integrated renewable sources e.g. solar power.

7.90  Although there are significant opportunities for small scale and ‘sub-local authority’ scale 
renewables within the Vale of Glamorgan there may be occasions where larger scale schemes are 
technically viable and appropriate in planning terms; however such schemes will require careful 
consideration. These are likely to relate to ‘local authority-wide’ scale schemes (i.e. schemes from 
5MW to 25MW for onshore wind and 5MW to 50MW for all other technologies). These could include 
proposals for individual wind turbines or other wind energy schemes where unacceptable impacts 
on aviation safeguarding and all other constraints can be overcome. Other larger scale schemes 
where there is potential and a high level of interest includes proposals for standalone solar farms 
arrays. These schemes are likely to be located within the open countryside and may result in the 
loss of landscape features (such as trees and hedges) and may require site levelling. In assessing 
‘local-authority wide’ scale schemes, the cumulative impact of proposals (when compared with 
other existing or permitted schemes is likely to be a particularly important consideration.

7.91  At all scales, careful consideration will need to be given to likely adverse effects that may arise from 
the proposal. In terms of mitigation, schemes need to be well designed, reflect local circumstances 
and demonstrate how any environmental, social, resource and economic impacts have been 
minimised through careful site selection, design, construction, operation and other measures. In 
this respect, in considering the impact on the interests of those features and constraints listed in 
policy MD19, renewable energy proposals will also need to have due regard to the requirements 
of policies MD7 (Environmental Protection), MD9 (Promoting Biodiversity) and MG17 (Special 
Landscape Areas) where relevant.

7.92 In areas of high landscape value such as Special Landscape Areas, individual wind turbines or 
solar farms may be acceptable where they are sited to reduce environmental impacts. Over time the 
cumulative effects of these structures may have unacceptable impacts on the visual quality of the 
wider area. Accordingly proposers of wind turbines or other structures with significant landscape 
impacts will normally be required to undertake a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment to 
demonstrate how they have considered these impacts, including any cumulative landscape 
impacts with existing or permitted developments.

7.93   Where development proposals involve the use of energy and/or heat from renewable or low carbon 
generation favourable consideration will be given. This could relate to the establishment of a district 
heat network or proposals to supply high energy users in the community (e.g. swimming pools, 
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hospitals, care homes or other commercial or domestic users). This approach is in line with criteria 
relating to climate change mitigation and adaptation within Policy MD2. Further guidance regarding 
the identification and assessment of such renewable energy opportunities will be provided through 
new Supplementary Planning Guidance on Renewable Energy.

POLICY MD20 - 
ASSESSMENT OF WASTE MANAGEMENT PROPOSALS

Development proposals for waste management facilities will be permitted where:

1. The proposal is supported by an appropriate waste planning assessment;
2. The proposal has regard to the waste hierarchy, proximity principle and the requirements

of the waste framework directive;
3. It is demonstrated that the development would not result in unacceptable harm to health,

the environment or to the amenity of neighbouring land uses; and
4. Where the principal road network has adequate capacity, or improvements to ensure

adequate  capacity can be readily and economically provided, to accommodate the
transport movements associated with the proposal.

Proposals for waste management facilities that accord with the locations set out in Policy SP8 
will be favoured.

7.94 It is anticipated that applications will come forward within the Plan period for new waste management 
facilities. Applications are likely to include waste disposal, processing, recycling and transfer of 
waste. 

7.95  Strategic Policy SP8 identifies the Council’s preferred locations for the provision of new waste 
facilities, at Atlantic Trading Estate, Barry Docks, Llandow Trading Estate and the allocated B2 and 
B8 employment sites identified in Policy MG9.  Policy SP8 also permits open air waste management 
facilities, such as civic amenity sites and windrow composting, on existing B2 and B8 employment 
sites, operational mineral working sites or within or adjoining farm complexes where these do not 
conflict with existing or proposed neighbouring uses.

7.96  Policy MD20 sets out criteria against which all applications for the treatment, processing, storage 
and distribution of waste will be assessed, including those relating to new waste management 
facilities and extensions to existing operations.

7.97  In accordance with national policy, all applications for waste management facilities will be required 
to be accompanied by a Waste Planning Assessment (WPA). The information contained within the 
WPA should be both appropriate and proportionate to the nature and scale of the development 
proposed, and contain all relevant information. Further details regarding Waste Planning 
Assessments are contained in Annex B of TAN 21 (2014).

7.98  As part of the Waste Planning Assessment, proposals should demonstrate that the treatment 
process reflects the priority order of the waste hierarchy as far as possible. Consideration of the 
hierarchy will be set against the wider social, economic and environmental considerations which 
are relevant to the proposal. In accordance with national policy, regard will also be given to how 
proposals have considered and comply with the ‘Nearest Appropriate Installation’ and ‘Self-
Sufficiency’ principles.

Managing Development in the Vale of Glamorgan




