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7.1  The LDP Vision, Strategic Objectives and Strategic Policies set out the levels of growth and 
development for the Vale of Glamorgan over the Plan period. This section sets out the policy 
framework for managing future development in the Vale of Glamorgan. The policies seek to 
address issues that are relevant to all forms of development proposals, for example, access, design 
and amenity as well as providing a development specific context for proposals such as energy 
generation and rural buildings. These policies in combination with other policies contained in the 
LDP and national planning policy will form the basis for determining future planning applications in 
the Vale of Glamorgan.

POLICY MD1 - 
LOCATION OF NEW DEVELOPMENT

New development on unallocated sites should:

1. Have no unacceptable impact on the countryside;

2. Reinforce the role and function of the key settlement of Barry, the service centre
settlements, primary settlements or minor rural settlements as key providers of
commercial, community and healthcare facilities;

3. Where appropriate promote new enterprises, tourism, leisure and community facilities in
the Vale of Glamorgan;

4. In the case of residential development, support the delivery of affordable housing in areas
of identified need;

5. Have access to or promote the use of sustainable modes of transport;
6. Benefit from existing infrastructure provision or where necessary make provision for new

infrastructure without any unacceptable effect on the natural or built environment;
7. Where possible promote sustainable construction and make beneficial use of previously

developed land and buildings;
8. Provide a positive context for the management of the water environment by avoiding areas

of flood risk in accordance with the sequential approach set out in national policy and
safeguard water resources; and

9. Have no unacceptable impact on the best and most versatile agricultural land.

7.2  Policy MD1 sets out the framework for future development to take place on unallocated sites within 
the Vale of Glamorgan. New development will be directed to those locations that are accessible 
by sustainable transport and reduce dependence on the private car. In addition, it seeks to ensure 
the efficient use and reuse of land and buildings and effectively manage important resources. In 
directing development to the most sustainable locations the Council recognises the importance 
of ensuring that development is carefully managed ensuring that development does not have an 
unacceptable impact on existing infrastructure, local amenity or result in the redevelopment of 
important open space or community facilities. 

7.3  Within rural locations development will be managed carefully to ensure that it contributes positively 
to the rural economy and the viability and sustainability of rural communities, whilst ensuring the 
distinctive character of the Vale of Glamorgan is protected. In this regard, Policy MD1 still seeks 
to emphasise the importance of protecting the countryside from unacceptable and unjustified 
new development. For the purposes of the LDP, countryside is defined as that area of land lying 
outside the settlement boundaries of the main towns and villages identified in the LDP settlement 
hierarchy that has not been developed for employment use or allocated for development in the 
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Plan. Proposals affecting green wedges, special landscape areas and the Glamorgan Heritage 
Coast will be considered against policies MG18, MG17 and MG27 respectively.

7.4  New development will be expected to avoid unnecessary flood risk and to meet the requirements 
of TAN 15: Development and Flood Risk. No highly vulnerable development will be permitted within 
Development Advice Map (DAM) Zone C224 and development will only be considered in areas at 
risk of flooding where it can be demonstrated that the site can comply with the justification and 
assessment requirements set out in TAN 15.

POLICY MD2 - 
DESIGN OF NEW DEVELOPMENT

In order to create high quality, healthy, sustainable and locally distinct places development 
proposals should: 

1. Be of a high standard of design that positively contributes to the context and character of
the surrounding natural and built environment and protects existing features of townscape
or landscape interest;

2. Respond appropriately to the local context and character of neighbouring buildings and
uses in terms of use, type, form, scale, mix, and density;

3. Where appropriate, provide new or enhanced areas of public realm particularly in key
locations such as town centres, major routes and junctions;

4. Promote the creation of healthy and active environments and reduce the opportunity 
for crime and anti-social behaviour. In the case of retail centres, developments should 
provide active street frontages to create attractive and safe urban environments;

5. Provide a safe and accessible environment for all users, giving priority to pedestrians,
cyclists and public transport users;

6. Have no unacceptable impact on highway safety nor cause or exacerbate existing traffic
congestion to an unacceptable degree;

7. Where appropriate, conserve and enhance the quality of, and access to, existing open
spaces and community facilities;

8. Safeguard existing public and residential amenity, particularly with regard to privacy,
overlooking, security, noise and disturbance;

9. Provide public open space, private amenity space and car parking in accordance with the
council’s standards;

10. Incorporate sensitive landscaping, including the retention and enhancement where
appropriate of existing landscape features and biodiversity interests;

11. Provide adequate facilities and space for the collection, composting and recycling of
waste materials and explore opportunities to incorporate re-used or recyclable materials
or products into new buildings or structures; and

12. Mitigate the causes of climate change by minimising carbon and other greenhouse gas
emissions associated with their design, construction, use and eventual demolition, and
include features that provide effective adaptation to, and resilience against, the current
and predicted future effects of climate change.

7.5  Policy MD2 sets out the key principles that developers should consider in respect of design, amenity 
and access which together contribute to attractive, safe and accessible environments. Safeguarding 
the local character of the Vale of Glamorgan’s towns and villages is reliant on securing high quality 
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