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1.1 This Residential Visual Amenity Assessment (RVAA) has been prepared by 
Pegasus Group on behalf of Brynrhyd Solar Farm Limited [the applicant 
and developer] and forms part of a suite of documents supporting a 
planning application for Development of National Significance for the 
construction, operation, management and subsequent decommissioning 
of a solar farm at Brynrhyd, Llanedi, Carmarthenshire, SA4 0FD.

1.2 The RVAA considers the effects on the private views from the surrounding 
residential properties and has been undertaken with regards to the best 
practice within the Landscape Institute’s Guidelines for Landscape and 
Visual Impact Assessment 3rd Edition (GLVIA3) and more specifically 
within the Landscape Institute’s Technical Guidance Note 2/19.

1.3 It is a widely accepted and long held planning principle that no individual 
person has a private right to a view. However, there are situations where 
the effect on the outlook or the visual amenity of a residential property 
and associated living conditions would be so great that it would not be 
considered in the public interest to permit such conditions to occur where 
they did not previously exist. This is a high threshold in terms what would 
be regarded as unacceptable in terms of residential visual amenity and 
is usually associated with the assessment of wind farm developments as 
opposed solar PV developments of low vertical elevation.

1.4 The requirement for Residential Visual Amenity Assessment (RVAA) 
generally concerns wind farm planning applications that would potentially 
give rise to unacceptable effects on residential visual amenity due to their 
vertical elevation. In this regard, Inspector Lavender within the Carland 
Cross Appeal Decision (APP/D0840/A/0921030260) summarised within 
paragraph 23 that:

“The planning system is designed to protect public rather than private 
interests, but both interests coincide here where, for example, a 
visual intrusion is of such a magnitude as to render a property an 
unattractive place to live. This is because it is not in the public interest 
to create such living conditions where they did not exist before. This 
I do not consider that simply being able to see a turbine or turbines 
from a particular window or part of a garden of a house is sufficient 
reason to find the visual impact unacceptable (even though a particular 
occupier might find it objectionable). However, when turbines are 
present in such number, size and proximity that they represent an 
unpleasantly overwhelming and unavoidable presence in main views 
from a house or garden, there is every likelihood that the property 
concerned would come to be widely regarded as unattractive (rather 
than simply less attractive, but not necessarily unhabitable) place in 
which to live.”1

1.5 This threshold regarding the acceptability of visual effects on the living 
conditions of residential properties in the public interest has become widely 
known within the renewables sector as the ‘Lavender Test’. This RVAA seeks 
to determine whether or not the proposed development would give rise to 
significant visual effects on the surrounding residential properties and, 
in addition, whether the proposed solar arrays would appear oppressive, 
overbearing or overwhelming on the living conditions of that property to 
such a degree that it should be refused in the public interest.

1.6 This RVAA has been undertaken by Chartered Members of the Landscape 
Institute (CMLI) within Pegasus Group between October 2020 and June 2021 
and should be read in conjunction with the Landscape and Visual Impact 
Assessment (LVIA) undertaken within Chapter 6 of the Environmental 
Statement (ES).

1 Paragraph 23, Carland Cross Appeal Decision (APP/D0840/A/0921030260)
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2.1 This RVAA draws upon the overarching best practice within the Landscape 
Institute’s Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 3rd 
Edition (GLVIA3) and Technical Guidance Note 2/19. The TGN advises in 
paragraph 1.6 that:

“It is not uncommon for significant adverse effects on views and 
visual amenity to be experienced by people at their place of residence 
as a result of introducing new development in the landscape. In itself 
this does not necessarily cause a planning concern. However, there 
are situations where the effect on the outlook / visual amenity of a 
residential property is so great that it is not generally considered to 
be in the public interest to permit such conditions where they did not 
exist before.”2 

2.2 In accordance with the Technical Guidance Note 2/19, this RVAA comprises 
a four stage process including:

1. Definition of the scope and study area for the assessment – informed 
by the description of the proposed development, defining the study 
area extent and scope of the assessment with respect to the properties 
to be included;

2. Evaluation of the baseline visual amenity for the surrounding 
residential properties – having regard to the landscape and visual 
context and the development proposed;

3. Assessment of the likely change to the visual amenity of the residential 
properties in accordance with GLVIA3 principles and processes; and

4. Further assessment in respect of the acceptable threshold for 
residential visual amenity and living conditions in the public interest.

2.3 The process is summarised within the diagram below as an extract on 
page 7 of the Technical Guidance Note 2/19 as shown:

2 Paragraph 1.6, Technical Guidance Note 2/19, Residential Visual Amenity Assessment

2.  METHODOLOGY
Definition of the Scope and Study Area

2.4 The scope and study area of residential properties included within 
this RVAA has been informed by the findings of the LVIA, the Zone of 
Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) mapping, post code data and consultation 
with the Carmarthenshire County Council (CCC) planning and landscape 
officers. The scope of residential properties included within this RVAA are 
shown on Figure 1, Site Location and Residential Receptors Plan.

2.5 Given the type and scale of the proposed solar PV development and the 
dispersed nature of the surrounding residential properties, the likelihood 
of any significant visual effects is considered to be restricted to those 
within the immediate surroundings of the site. This was mainly due to 
the limited vertical elevation of the proposed solar arrays to a maximum 
height of +2.75 metres above ground level (agl) in comparison to a wind 
turbine, for example.

2.6 Letters were sent to each of the residential properties in close proximity 
to the site to request access to the individual properties, curtilages and 
private gardens for the assessment. If no response was received ‘proxy 
viewpoints’ have been undertaken from publicly accessible locations as 
close as possible to the property in question. If this was not possible, proxy 
viewpoints have been undertaken from within the site itself facing back 
towards the property.

2.7 The following residential properties have been included within the scope 
of this RVAA as shown on Figure 1:

1. Dyffryn Fach, Tycroes, Ammanford, SA18 3PW

2. Penrhiw Cottage, Tycroes, Ammanford, SA18 3PW

3. Gelli Organ Farm, c2134 from Llanedi to Tycroes, SA18 3PW

4. Blaen-Cwm-Bychan, c2134 from Llanedi to Tycroes, SA18 3PP

5. Brynawel Farm, Penygarn Road, Tycroes, Ammanford, SA18 3PN

6. Bryn-y-ryhd Farm, Ebenezer Road, Llanedi, SA4 0FD

7. Tirgwaidd, Llanedi, Pontarddulais, Swansea, SA4 0YX

8. Pentre-Hardd Farm, Heol Troeon Bach, Llanedi, SA4 0YU

9. Hafod Wen, Ebenezer Road, Llanedi, SA4 0FB

10. Ebenezer House, Ebenezer Road, Llanedi, SA4 0FB

11. Yr Henffald, Ebenezer Road, Llanedi, SA4 0FB

12. Pant y Blodau, Ebenezer Road, Llanedi, SA4 0FB

13. Forge Villa, Ebenezer road, Llanedi, SA4 0FB

14. London House, Ebenezer Road, Llanedi, SA4 0FB

15. Mount Pleasant, Ebenezer Road, Llanedi, SA4 0FB

16. The Paddock, Pontabraham – Ammanford, Pontardulais Road, 
Tycroes, SA18 3RG

17. Park Farm, Pontabraham – Ammanford, Pontardulais Road, Tycroes, 
SA18 3RG

18. Erw-Wastad-Fach, Tycroes, Ammanford, SA18 3PW

2.8 Distant views of the solar PV development may be perceptible beyond the 
extent of these residential properties within the study area. However, even 
with clear visibility, the effects on residential visual amenity would not 
be significant or unacceptable in terms of living conditions beyond this 
identified scope.

Evaluation of the Baseline Visual Amenity

2.9 The evaluation of baseline visual amenity considers the type, nature, 
extent and quality of the existing views from the residential properties 
including building curtilages, private gardens and driveways. Technical 
Guidance Note 2/19 advises in paragraph 4.11 that:

“When evaluating the baseline, it is recommended that the following 
aspects are considered:

• the nature and extent of all potentially available existing views 
from the property and its garden / domestic curtilage, including 
the proximity and relationship of the property to surrounding 
landform, landcover and visual foci. This may include primary / 
main views from the property or domestic curtilage, as well as 
secondary / peripheral views; and

• views as experienced when arriving at or leaving the property, for 
example from private driveways / access tracks.”3 

2.10 In accordance with the principles and processes of GLVIA3, the visual 
effects have been determined by cross-referencing the sensitivity of the 
visual receptor with the magnitude of change arising from the proposed 
solar PV development. Residential properties are generally considered to 
be of high sensitivity within GLVIA3. However, TGN 2/19 advocates a further 
detailed review and refined survey of the residential properties in question 
with regards to the potential sensitivities in relation to the proposed solar 
PV development.

2.11 Higher sensitivity areas of the residential properties might include:

• Views from ground floor windows on principal elevations of the 
building and are likely to correspond to primary living rooms such as 
lounge, dining rooms, kitchens or conservatories; and

• Views from rear gardens or heavily frequented parts of a garden 
where an appreciation of the surrounding landscape is likely to be 
fundamental to the enjoyment of the space.

2.12 Lower sensitivity areas of the residential properties might include:

• Views from upper floor windows on principal elevations of the 
building likely to correspond to bedrooms and study / office rooms;

• Views from front gardens or parts of the curtilage to the building 
where it is likely that the focus of attention is on an activity such as 
gardening rather than on the surrounding landscape;

• Views from windows on side elevations and from windows likely to 
correspond to utility rooms, bathrooms, etc; and

• Views from parts of the garden or building curtilage with a purely 
functional purpose such as a driveway or storage area, etc or land 
worked as part of a business.

3 Paragraph 4.11, Technical Guidance Note 2/19, Residential Visual Amenity Assessment
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variables considered in the evaluation of the sensitivity and the magnitude 
of change is reviewed holistically to inform the professional judgement of 
significance.

2.19 A likely significant effect will occur where the combination of the variables 
results in the proposed development having a definitive effect on the view. 
A not significant effect will occur where the appearance of the proposed 
development is not definitive, and the effect continues to be defined 
principally by its baseline condition.

2.20 The matrix below demonstrates the relationship between sensitivity and 
magnitude of change based on the specific criteria given. At all times, 
professional judgement is used to determine the overall significance of 
visual effects. The major effects highlighted in dark grey are considered 
to be significant in terms of the EIA Regulations. The moderate effects 
highlighted in light grey are potentially significant, and a summary 
justification is provided as to whether the effect in question is significant 
or not significant. It should be noted that whilst an individual effect may 
be significant, it does not necessarily follow that the proposed solar PV 
development would be unacceptable, either in terms of the public interest 
test or when considering the planning balance in relation to the other 
benefits arising from a solar PV development.

2.21 The relationship between sensitivity and magnitude of change is indicated 
within the schedule below:

Sensitivity

HIGH MEDIUM LOW

M
ag

ni
tu

de
 o

f 
C

ha
ng

e
HIGH Major Major Moderate

MEDIUM Major Moderate Minor

LOW Moderate Minor Minor

NEGLIGIBLE Negligible Negligible Negligible

Judgement concerning the acceptable threshold for living 
conditions and residential visual amenity in the public interest

2.22 In this final stage, and only for those residential properties identified as 
experiencing a major significant effect in the previous stage, a further 
judgement is required to determine whether the visual effect in question 
has exceeded the Residential Amenity Threshold. TGN 2/19 advises that 
this is a matter for professional judgment explained in narrative with clear, 
unambiguous and rational conclusions. The visual effects arising from the 
proposed solar PV development would need to be of such a degree and 
significance that the residential property would be uninhabitable due to 
the effects on living conditions arising from the solar PV development.

Assessment of the Magnitude of Change on the Residential 
Properties

2.13 Visual amenity is defined within GLVIA3 as:

“The overall pleasantness of the views people enjoy of their 
surroundings, which provides an attractive visual setting or backdrop 
for the enjoyment of activities of the people living, working, recreating, 
visiting or travelling through an area.” 4

2.14 Visual effects on the surrounding residential properties would potentially 
arise through the introduction of the solar arrays, security (deer) fencing, 
CCTV poles, substation building, conversion units, access tracks and 
underground cabling. The solar arrays are typically of low profile and 
elevation with the south facing panels fixed at a maximum height of 
+2.75 metres above ground level (agl) and the security (deer) fencing at 
+2.0m agl. Visual effects can also arise through the removal of landscape 
features such as woodlands, hedgerows or trees to expose views of the 
solar arrays. However, in this case the requirement for tree and hedgerow 
removal is minimal as the developer has sought to avoid such impacts.

2.15 In general terms, the magnitude of change on the residential properties 
will decrease with increasing distance from the site and due to the 
proportion of intervening landform, buildings, woodlands, hedgerows and 
trees within the view. The magnitude of change arising from the solar PV 
development also considers the landscape and visual mitigation measures 
shown on Figure 3 as a residual effect.

2.16 Other influencing factors affecting the magnitude of change might include:

• Whether the view of the solar arrays is in a direct or oblique angle 
from the primary orientation or active frontage of the property;

• The extent to which the view is obstructed by vegetation, landform or 
other built structures; and

• The extent to which the current view is influenced by existing built 
structures (e.g. buildings, roads, pylons and transmission lines, etc).

2.17 The magnitude of change on the surrounding residential properties is 
assessed on the following scale:

• High – a change in the view that on balance has a defining influence 
on the overall visual amenity of the residential receptor;

• Medium – some change in the view that on balance is clearly visible 
and forms an important but not a defining influence on the overall 
visual amenity of the residential receptor;

• Low – some change in the view that on balance is visible although 
has a subservient influence on the overall visual amenity of the 
residential receptor; and

• Negligible – no change or small to imperceptible visual influence on 
the overall visual amenity of the residential receptor.

2.18 The likely significance of effects is dependent on all of the factors 
considered in the sensitivity and the magnitude of change upon the 
residential receptors. A significant visual effect will not necessarily occur 
simply by virtue of the proposals being visible from any given location. 
All factors are assimilated to assess whether or not the proposed solar 
PV development will have a likely significant or not significant effect. The 

4 Page 158, Glossary, GLVIA3



P20-1336_19  |  BRYN-Y-RYHD SOLAR FARM  |  BRYNRHYD SOLAR FARM LIMITED

44

P20-1336_19A  |  BRYNRYHD SOLAR FARM  |  BRYNRHYD SOLAR FARM LIMITED

3.  SITE DESCRIPTION
3.1 The proposed solar PV development is located within approximately 72.1 

hectares of land at Brynrhyd, Llanedi as shown on Figures 1 and 2. The 
site is positioned within undulating pastoral farmland in the surroundings 
of Bryn-Y-Rhyd Farm, Brynawel Farm, Tirgwaidd and Gelli Organ Farm 
on the western slopes of the Loughor valley between the settlements of 
Tycroes and Llanedi.

3.2 The site is divided by a rural lane, Heol Troeon Bach, which extends 
between Tycroes and Llanedi on the middle slopes of the valley between 
the existing Clawdd-du Solar Farm, Penrhiw Cottage, the Old School Yard, 
Gelli Organ Farm, Sychnant Farm, Pentre-Hardd and Llanedi village. The 
site to the east of the rural lane extends downslope towards Gelli Organ 
Farm and Erw-Wastad-Fawr Farm within the lower Loughor valley and 
the Special Landscape Area (SLA).

3.3 The site to the west of the rural lane is contained within a localised ‘basin’ 
landform between the rising ground and woodland at Pen-Crug-Isaf and 
Clawdd-du to the north, elevated ground at Pentre-Harrd Farm to the 
south east, woodland near Mase-y-llan to the south west, and the B4297 
Ebenezer Road to the west of the site.

3.4 The site is located within the surroundings of the following environmental 
designations:

• Llwchwr/Loughor Valley Special Landscape Area (SLA) covering part 
of the site to the east of the rural lane between Tycroes and Llanedi 
which extends downslope near Gelli Organ Farm and Erw-Wastad-
Fawr Farm;

• Statutory Access Land (SAL), Scheduled Monument (SM) and the St 
Illtyd’s Walk located on the higher ground to the south east at Graig 
Fawr;

• A SSSI and Standing Stone (Scheduled Monument) to the north west 
of Brynawel Farm; and

• Ancient Woodland located to the east of the site extending downslope 
between Blaen-Cwn-Bychan and Erw-Wastad-Fawr Farm.

3.5 The site is located within the surroundings of the following published 
Landscape Character Areas (LCAs):

• Natural Resources Wales (NRW), National Landscape Character 
Area 33, Gwendraeth Vales and 37, South Wales Valleys;

• LANDMAP (CRMRTVS557) Llanelli Hills, Visual and Sensory Aspect – 
‘Moderate’ Overall Evaluation (to west of rural lane);

• LANDMAP (CRMRTVS579) Llwchwr/Loughor valley, Visual and 
Sensory Aspect – ‘High’ Overall Evaluation (to east of rural lane);

• LANDMAP (CRMRTCLS159) Llanelli Hills, Cultural Aspect – 
‘Moderate’ Overall Evaluation;

• LANDMAP (CRMRTCLS165) Llwchwr/Loughor Valley, Cultural Aspect 
– ‘High’ Overall Evaluation;

• LANDMAP (CRMRTLH097) Llangennech, Habitats Aspect– ‘Moderate’ 
Overall Evaluation;

• LANDMAP (CRMRTGL278) Pen-y-groes, Geological Aspect– 
‘Moderate’ Overall Evaluation;

• LANDMAP (CRMRTGL266) Fforest, Geological Aspect – ‘Moderate’ 
Overall Evaluation; and

• LANDMAP (CRMRTHL39551) Bryn Llanedii, Historic Aspect – No 
Assessment.

3.6 The site is located within the surroundings of the following highways and 
public rights of way (PROW):

• B4297 Ebenezer Road to the west of the site between the A483 and 
Pontarddulais;

• The rural lane extending between Tycroes, the existing Clawdd-du 
solar development and Llanedi;

• The Garnswllt Road extending between Pentrebach and Garnswllt on 
the eastern slopes of the Llwchwr/Loughor valley;

• Public footpath 34/24 between the B4297 Ebenezer Road, Yr Henffald 
and Pentre-Hardd Farm;

• Public footpath 34/25 extending between Yr Henffald, Brn-Y-Rhyd 
Farm, Ben Awel and the rural lane dividing the site;

• Public footpath 34/26 between the A483, Pen-Crug-Isag and the 
woodland to the north of the site;

• Public footpath 34/29 within the lower valley to the east; and

• The St Illtyds Walk long distance recreational trail on the higher 
ground at Graig Fawr to the south east of the site.
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PLANTING SCHEDULE  
 
Native Tree Planting 
 

QQuuaannttiittyy  SSppeecciieess  FFoorrmm  GGiirrtthh  HHeeiigghhtt  ccmm  CClleeaarr  SStteemm  RRoooott  CCoonnddiittiioonn  

15 Acer campestre Heavy Standard 12-14 350-425 200cm min. 85L 
12 Fagus sylvatica Heavy Standard 12-14 350-425 175-200cm min. 85L 
7 Quercus robur  Heavy Standard 12-14 350-425 175-200cm min. 85L 

 
 
Proposed Hedgerow Planting  
 
To be planted at 5 per linear metre in a double staggered row, rows will be 40cm apart.  
 

QQuuaannttiittyy  SSppeecciieess  CCoommmmoonn  NNaammee    
PPeerrcceennttaaggee  
iinn  MMiixx  %%  

HHeeiigghhtt//SSpprreeaadd  
ccmm    

FFoorrmm    
AAggee  //  TTiimmeess  
TTrraannssppllaanntteedd  

RRoooott  
CCoonnddiittiioonn    

506 Acer campestre Field Maple 5 100-125 Transplant  1+2 B 
4046 Crataegus monogyna Common Hawthorn 40 100-125 Transplant 1+2 B 
506 Cornus sanguinea Dogwood 5 100-125 Transplant 1+2 B 
1012 Corylus avellana Hazel 10 100-125 Transplant 1+2 B 
2023 Fagus sylvatica  Common Beech 20 100-125 Transplant 1+2 B 
506 Ilex aquifolium Holly 5 80-100 Leader with laterals - 10L 
506 Prunus spinosa Blackthorn 5 100-125 Transplant 1+2 B 
1012 Quercus robur Common Oak 10 100-125 Transplant 1+2 B 

 
 
 
 

- approximately 2023 linear metres

PLANTING SPECIFICATION 
 

These implementation and maintenance guidelines are for planning purposes only to indicate the 
level of workmanship to be specified and do not constitute a detailed specification. 

11.. GGEENNEERRAALL  

1.1. All landscape operatives will be appropriately trained, certified and qualified to undertake the tasks 
required. When required, the relevant certificates will be made available for inspection. All work is to 
be carried out in accordance with the relevant British Standards, Codes of Practice and Legislation. 

1.2. All plants shall conform to BS 3936 and be in accordance with the National Plant Specification. 
Supplying nurseries shall be registered under the HTA Nursery Certification Scheme. All plants shall 
be packed and transported in accordance with the Code of Practice for Plant Handling as produced by 
CPSE.  

1.3. Planting shall not be carried out when the ground is waterlogged, frost bound or during periods of cold 
drying winds. All bareroot planting stock will be kept covered until actually planted in order to minimise 
water-loss and prevent the roots from drying out. Tree handling, storage and planting shall be in 
accordance with BS 8545 Chapters 9 to10 and Annexes E to F. 

1.4. The landscape contractor shall maintain all areas of new planting for a period of 12 months following 
practical completion. All stock deemed to be dead, dying or diseased within the defects period shall be 
replaced by the contractor at his own cost. 

1.5. A minimum intervention approach will be used in terms of weed control. In areas of transplant 
tree/shrub or ornamental shrub planting this is to be achieved by using mulch mats and hand-weeding. 
Weed killer and other chemicals will be used as little as possible on site. Spot removal of weeds will be 
carried out by hand removal as necessary. 

1.6. Grassland Restoration and Enhancement is to be carried out in accordance with Objective PR1 of the 
Landscape and Ecological Management Plan (LEMP). 

22.. TTRREEEE  PPLLAANNTTIINNGG  

Ground Preparation and Tree Pit Excavation 

2.1. Where necessary remove existing weeds by hand. Chemical removal using a glyphosate based 
herbicide will be avoided unless large areas need clearing – following which allow a suitable period to 
elapse, as recommended by the manufacturer, for the herbicide to take effect.   

2.2. Tree pits of at least 75mm diameter greater than the root system and no deeper than the rootball / 
container depth are to be excavated and the sides well scarified to prevent smearing. All extraneous 
matter such as plastic, wood, metal and stones greater than 50mm in any dimension shall be removed 
from site. 

2.3. During excavation of the pit, the soil dug should be placed to one side separating topsoil and subsoil as 
far as is practical.  

Tree Planting 

2.4. Trees shall be planted as per the planting arrangement as set out on the planting plan and plant 
schedule. 

2.5. The typical rooting depth for trees is 900mm. The first 300mm shall be made up of topsoil; it shall be 
ensured that a suitable subsoil provides the remainder of the minimum rooting depth. 

2.6. The root system of the tree should be wetted prior to planting. The tree should be planted at the correct 
depth taking into account the position of the root flare and the finished level - the rootball or root stem 
transition should be level with the existing host soil or surface. The base of the rootball should typically 
sit on subsoil, for larger rootballs the subsoil will sit around the lower portion of the rootball. 

2.7. Tree pits should be backfilled with the excavated topsoil, if the original topsoil is not available or 
deemed unsuitable, a multi-purpose topsoil should be used. Any subsoil excavated should be discarded 
and the subsoil depth (beyond 300mm deep) backfilled with a high sand content subsoil. Backfill should 
be added gradually, in layers of 150mm to 230mm depth, ensuring the tree is held upright At each stage 
the fill should be firmed in to eliminate all air pockets under and around the root system, but with care 
being taken not to excessively compact the soil. The final layer should not be consolidated. 

2.8. General-purpose slow release fertiliser (at the rate of 75gm/m2) and Tree Planting and Mulching 
Compost at the rate of (20litres/m2) are to be incorporated into the top 150mm of topsoil during final 
cultivations.  

2.9. All heavy standard size trees are to be double staked with 75mm dia stakes. Stakes should be driven at 
least 300mm into undisturbed ground before planting the tree, taking care to avoid underground 
services and cables etc. and should typically be one third the height of the tree stem above ground. 

2.10. Staked trees shall be secured to stakes with suitable proprietary rubber tree ties and spacers. 

2.11. Immediately after planting, but before applying the below bark mulch, all trees should be saturated to 
field capacity. 

2.12. Ornamental composted bark mulch will be spread to a depth of 75mm across a 0.8m dia circle around 
individual trees, ensuring that the root flare and base of the stem are not buried. 

33.. HHEEDDGGEERROOWW  PPLLAANNTTIINNGG  

Ground Preparation 

3.1. Where necessary existing weeds will be treated with a glyphosate-based herbicide and a suitable period 
allowed to elapse, as recommended by the manufacturer, for the herbicide to take effect. 

3.2. All extraneous matter such as plastic, wood, metal and stones greater than 50mm diameter will be 
removed from site to a registered waste disposal facility. 

Planting 

3.3. The planting arrangement shall be as set out in the plant schedule on the relevant planting plan. 

3.4. Bare-root hedge plants shall be notch planted in a treble staggered row at the rate of 5 plants per 
linear metre (using L- shaped notches) using spades of a design suitable for this purpose. The notches 
must be vertical and deep enough for the roots to hang freely, with the transplant being planted so that 
the root collar is exactly level with the ground surface. The notch must then be closed and the soil will 
be well firmed round the roots in line with the guidelines as set out in BS 4428 (1989). 

3.5. Container-grown hedge plants will be planted into a pit dug 1.5x the diameter of the root mass, with 
the bottom and sides of the planting pit broken up to aid root expansion. The plants will be planted so 
that the root collar is exactly level with the ground surface. 

3.6. All bare-root hedge planting stock will be protected from rabbit damage using approved proprietary 
600mm clear plastic spiral guards, supported with 0.9m 12/14lb canes as advised by the manufacturer. 

3.7. All container-grown shrubs will be protected from rabbit damage using approved proprietary 600mm 
plastic shrub shelters, supported with 0.9m x 32 mm x 32mm softwood stakes as advised by the 
manufacturer.  

Maintenance during first growing season 

3.8. All dead, dying or diseased hedge plants will be replaced with plants of similar size and species.  If the 
failure of the plant is due to disease and the disease is considered likely to re-occur then an alternative 
species may be used as replacement if agreed with the LPA. 

3.9. The planting area will be kept weed free throughout the maintenance period using approved herbicides 
in April, June and August 

44.. GGEENNEERRAALL  MMAAIINNTTEENNAANNCCEE  

4.1. The Landscape contractor shall maintain all areas of new planting for a period of 12 months following 
practical completion. All stock deemed to be dead, dying or diseased within the defects period shall 
be replaced by the contractor at his own cost. The site is to be visited monthly throughout the year to 
undertake the Following operations: 

• Weed clearance: All planting areas to be kept weed free by hand weeding or herbicide 
treatment. 

• Litter clearance: All litter is to be removed from planting beds. 
• Watering: All planted areas are to be watered for the first two years from May to September 

following any dry periods of 7 days. 
 
Trees and Shrubs 

4.2. All trees are to be watered weekly from May to the end of September unless unnecessary due to 
heavy rain; to receive 20 gallons of water. All shrubs are to be watered for the first two years from 
May to September following any dry periods of 7 days. All tree ties and stakes are to be checked and 
adjusted if too loose, too tight or if chaffing is occurring. Any broken stakes are to be replaced. Any 
damaged shoots/branches are to be pruned back to healthy wood. Plants are to be pruned in 
accordance with good horticultural practice to maintain healthy, well-shaped specimens. Native 
shrubs - Using approved herbicides a 1m diameter circle centred on each planting station shall be 
kept weed free throughout the maintenance period. Stakes may be removed from Year 2 if plant is 
fully established and if shelter is suppressing further growth. 
 

Hedges 

4.3. Hedge lines shall be kept mulched until established. At the end of the Defects Liability Period / First 
Year's Maintenance the CA will prepare a list of all plants which are dead, dying or diseased and are 
to be replaced during the following planting season at the contractor's expense. 

 

FIGURE 2: LANDSCAPE MITIGATION 
AND ENHANCEMENT PLAN
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4.  PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT
4.1 The main elements of the proposed solar PV development that would 

potentially give rise to the visual effects includes the installation of the 
ground mounted solar panels with a maximum export capacity of 30 MW 
(megawatts). The site layout and landscape mitigation plan is shown on 
Figure 2.

4.2 The ground mounted solar PV panels would be laid out in straight lines 
set at an angle of 25 degrees from east-to-west across the various field 
enclosures within the site. The distance between the solar arrays would 
respond to site topography although would typically be approximately 3.56 
metres. The highest elevation of the solar panels would +2.75 metres 
above ground level (agl) therefore will be generally contained by the 
surrounding hedgerows and woodland in many locations.

4.3 There would be restricted opportunities to observe the entirety of solar 
PV development from any given viewpoint surrounding the site due to 
the prevailing landform, hedgerows and woodland. The lower edge of the 
solar panels would be approximately +1.46 metres above ground level. 
The solar arrays would be static and positioned to respond to physical 
landscape features such as topography, woodland, hedgerows, ditches, 
streams and public rights of way (PROW).

4.4 The metal framework that houses the solar modules would be fixed into 
the ground by posts centred approximately 8 metres apart. The solar 
arrays within the site would be contained within a 2.0m high timber posts 
and galvanised steel mesh (deer) fencing of rural character and reduced 
visual profile. The distance between the proposed fencing and existing 
hedgerows would vary across the site although the minimum distance 
would be approximately 3 metres which would be set aside for meadow 
grassland as an ecological benefit.

4.5 A single main substation building and compound would be located adjacent 
to the rural lane to the north east of the site near the access track to 
Brynawel Farm. The grid connection corridor following the highway verge 
extending to Tycroes at the point of connection further to the north east 
of the site. The cabling connecting the solar arrays within the site to the 
substation would be buried undergound within trenches aligned with the 
aggregate maintenance tracks. Security measures will include 2 metre 
high timber and galvanised steel mesh (deer type) fencing with a number 
of 3 metre high timber poles for CCTV surveillance which would be set 
back from the hedgerow boundaries to reduce these visual effects.

5.  EXISTING RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES
5.1 The following residential properties have been included within the scope 

of this RVAA as shown on Figure 1, Site Location and Residential Receptors 
Plan:

1. Dyffryn Fach, Tycroes, Ammanford, SA18 3PW

2. Penrhiw Cottage, Tycroes, Ammanford, SA18 3PW

3. Gelli Organ Farm, c2134 from Llanedi to Tycroes, SA18 3PW

4. Blaen-Cwm-Bychan, c2134 from Llanedi to Tycroes, SA18 3PP

5. Brynawel Farm, Penygarn Road, Tycroes, Ammanford, SA18 3PN

6. Bryn-Y-Ryhd Farm, Ebenezer Road, Llanedi, SA4 0FD

7. Tirgwaidd, Llanedi, Pontarddulais, Swansea, SA4 0YX

8. Pentre-Hardd Farm, Heol Troeon Bach, Llanedi, SA4 0YU

9. Hafod Wen, Ebenezer Road, Llanedi, SA4 0FB

10. Ebenezer House, Ebenezer Road, Llanedi, SA4 0FB

11. Yr Henffald, Ebenezer Road, Llanedi, SA4 0FB

12. Pant y Blodau, Ebenezer Road, Llanedi, SA4 0FB

13. Forge Villa, Ebenezer road, Llanedi, SA4 0FB

14. London House, Ebenezer Road, Llanedi, SA4 0FB

15. Mount Pleasant, Ebenezer Road, Llanedi, SA4 0FB

16. The Paddock, Pontabraham, Ammanford, Pontardulais Road, 
Tycroes, SA18 3RG

17. Park Farm, Pontabraham, Ammanford, Pontardulais Road, 
Tycroes, SA18 3RG

18. Erw-Wastad-Fach, Tycroes, Ammanford, SA18 3PW

5.2 The following individual properties were visited as part of the RVAA survey 
following consent from the homeowners:

1. Dyffryn Fach, Tycroes, Ammanford, SA18 3PW

2. Penrhiw Cottage, Tycroes, Ammanford, SA18 3PW

4. Blaen-Cwm-Bychan, c2134 from Llanedi to Tycroes, SA18 3PP

5. Brynawel Farm, Penygarn Road, Tycroes, Ammanford, SA18 3PN

6. Bryn-Y-Ryhd Farm, Ebenezer Road, Llanedi, SA4 0FD

7. Tirgwaidd, Llanedi, Pontarddulais, Swansea, SA4 0YX

8. Pentre-Hardd Farm, Heol Troeon Bach, Llanedi, SA4 0YU

10. Ebenezer House, Ebenezer Road, Llanedi, SA4 0FB

11. Yr Henffald, Ebenezer Road, Llanedi, SA4 0FB

12. Pant y Blodau, Ebenezer Road, Llanedi, SA4 0FB

13. Forge Villa, Ebenezer road, Llanedi, SA4 0FB

15. Mount Pleasant, Ebenezer Road, Llanedi, SA4 0FB

16. The Paddock, Pontabraham, Ammanford, Pontardulais Road, 
Tycroes, SA18 3RG

17. Park Farm, Pontabraham, Ammanford, Pontardulais Road, 
Tycroes, SA18 3RG

5.3 The following residential properties have been assessed from ‘proxy 
viewpoints’ at publicly accessible locations at close proximity to the 
property or from within the site itself facing back towards the property:

3. Gelli Organ Farm, c2134 from Llanedi to Tycroes, SA18 3PW

9. Hafod Wen, Ebenezer Road, Llanedi, SA4 0FB

14. London House, Ebenezer Road, Llanedi, SA4 0FB

18. Erw-Wastad-Fach, Tycroes, Ammanford, SA18 3PW
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6.  EFFECTS ON RESIDENTIAL VISUAL AMENITY
6.1 The individual effects on the residential properties surrounding the site 

are summarised within the following section.

SCALE: 1:20,000 @ A3

FIGURE 3: SITE LOCATION PLAN AND 
RESIDENTIAL RECEPTORS
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1. Dyffryn Fach

Viewpoint Location 

Residential Property



North east elevation 1 North east elevation 2

South east elevation
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1. Dyffryn Fach



Site Context 1 - View to south east

Site Context 2 - View to south west

Approximate location of solar Approximate location of solar 
panels beyond garden boundary panels beyond garden boundary 

(not visible)(not visible)

Approximate location of solar Approximate location of solar 
panels beyond treecoverpanels beyond treecover
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1. Dyffryn Fach



Property ID Property Address Approximate 
Distance to Site 
(metres)

Orientation of 
Main Frontage

Location of 
Primary Views 
towards Site

Baseline Visual Amenity / 

Visual Sensitivity

Magnitude of Change Significance of Visual Effect Acceptability Threshold for Residential Visual Amenity 
and Living Conditions in the Public Interest

1 DYFFRYN FACH, 
TYCROES, 
AMMANFORD,SA18 3PW

115m North South East Two storey residential property with 
annex building located on the rural lane 
to the north east of the site. The main 
frontage is orientated to the north with 
stables and outbuildings forming a 
courtyard. The private gardens extend 
upslope to south west of property and 
is partly contained by woodland within a 
local undulation. The existing Clawdd-du 
solar development is visible across the 
valley to the north of the property from 
the main frontage.

Visual sensitivity = High

The solar arrays would not generally be 
visible from the main frontage and there are 
no upper floor windows to the south east 
of the property. The solar arrays would be 
partially visible from the building curtilage 
to the south east and the field gate opening 
along the rural lane. These views would 
be slightly more perceptible in the winter 
months.

The proposals were previously revised to 
remove the solar arrays within the fields 
directly to the east of the property to limit 
the effects. The grid connection trenching 
route would also be visible within the 
highway verge during the construction 
phases although screened on backfilling.

Magnitude of change = Negligible

Negligible

(Not Significant)

The proposals would occupy a limited proportion of the 
view to the south east of the building curtilage and rural 
lane.

The solar arrays are not located within the immediate 
surroundings of the property although would be partially 
visible from the courtyard and field gate opening to the 
south east.

The solar PV development would not appear overbearing, 
overwhelming or oppressive as a matter for the public 
interest. The residential property would remain habitable 
with the solar PV development.
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2. Penrhiw Cottage

Viewpoint Location 

Residential Property



East elevation

North elevation
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Property ID Property Address Approximate 
Distance to Site 
(metres)

Orientation of 
Main Frontage

Location of 
Primary Views 
towards Site

Baseline Visual Amenity / 

Visual Sensitivity

Magnitude of Change Significance of Visual Effect Acceptability Threshold for Residential Visual Amenity 
and Living Conditions in the Public Interest

2 PENRHIW COTTAGE, 
TYCROES, AMMANFORD, 
SA18 3PW

140m West East Two storey residential property adjacent 
the rural lane to the north east of the 
site. The main frontage is orientated 
to the west fronting the rural lane with 
gardens and upper storey windows 
orientated to the east. The property 
is partly contained within a local 
undulation and treecover with views 
extending across the Loughor Valley to 
the east.

Visual sensitivity = High

The proposals would be partially visible to 
the east of the property from the upper floor 
windows and rear gardens. The solar arrays 
would be visible in the middle distance and 
downslope direction beyond the intervening 
overhead powerlines.

The proposals were previously revised to 
remove the solar arrays within the fields 
directly to the east of the property and 
gardens. The side elevations of the solar 
arrays would partially visible although 
screened over time by the proposed 
hedgerows. The grid connection trenching 
route would also be visible within the 
highway verge during the construction 
phases although screened on backfilling.

Magnitude of change = Low

Moderate

(Not Significant)

The proposals would be visible in the middle distance 
beyond the overhead powerlines within the downslope 
fields near Gelli Organ Farm. The solar arrays would be 
screened over time by the proposed hedgerows.

The solar arrays would not be visible in the immediate 
surroundings of the property. The solar PV development 
would not appear overbearing, overwhelming or 
oppressive as a matter for the public interest. The 
residential property would remain habitable with the solar 
PV development.

Site Context 1 - View to east from upper floor

Approximate location of solar panels beyond overhead Approximate location of solar panels beyond overhead 
powerlines, hedgerows and treespowerlines, hedgerows and trees
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3. Gelli Organ Farm

Viewpoint Location 

Residential Property



North elevation

West elevation

North east elevation

Cattle sheds to east
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Property ID Property Address Approximate 
Distance to Site 
(metres)

Orientation of 
Main Frontage

Location of 
Primary Views 
towards Site

Baseline Visual Amenity / 

Visual Sensitivity

Magnitude of Change Significance of Visual Effect Acceptability Threshold for Residential Visual Amenity 
and Living Conditions in the Public Interest

3 GELLI ORGAN, C2134 
FROM LLANEDI TO 
TYCROES, SA18 3PW

60m East North East Two storey detached farmhouse located 
along a track to the east of the rural 
lane on the middle valley slopes of the 
Loughor Valley. The main frontage is 
located to the east of the property which 
is generally enclosed by agricultural 
sheds and outbuildings. Visual clutter 
in the form of outbuildings and sheds 
are located within the surroundings of 
the property. Views surrounding the 
property are partly enclosed by the 
existing farm buildings and cattle sheds 
and the woodland extending down the 
valley.

Visual sensitivity = Medium

The solar arrays would be visible at close 
proximity to the north east of the farm 
complex and outbuildings but not in the 
immediate surroundings of the property 
itself. The proposals were previously 
amended to remove solar arrays to the 
south and west of the property to mitigate 
the visual effects.

Magnitude of change = Medium

Moderate

(Not Significant)

The proposals would be visible at close proximity to the 
north east of the farm complex on the middle slopes 
of the Loughor Valley. The solar arrays would be partly 
screened by the existing cattle sheds. Views to the south 
and west of the property would remain uninterrupted.

The solar PV development would not appear overbearing, 
overwhelming or oppressive as a matter for the public 
interest. The residential property would remain habitable 
with the solar PV development in place.

Site Context 1 - View to north

Approximate location of solar Approximate location of solar 
panels visible in foregroundpanels visible in foreground
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4. Blaen-Cwm-Bychan

Viewpoint Location 

Residential Property



North elevation

West elevation

East elevation
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Property ID Property Address Approximate 
Distance to Site 
(metres)

Orientation of 
Main Frontage

Location of 
Primary Views 
towards Site

Baseline Visual Amenity / 

Visual Sensitivity

Magnitude of Change Significance of Visual Effect Acceptability Threshold for Residential Visual Amenity 
and Living Conditions in the Public Interest

4 BLAEN-CWM-BYCHAN, 
C2134 FROM LLANEDI TO 
TYCROES, SA18 3PP

75m South North Two storey detached property with 
outbuildings located along a farm 
track on the middle valley slopes of the 
Loughor Valley to the east of the rural 
lane. The property is partly terraced into 
the hillside.

The main frontage of the farmhouse 
is generally orientated to the south 
although the property is partly contained 
by the landform and woodland on the 
valley sides.

Visual sensitivity = Medium

The solar arrays would be partially visible 
from the upper floor windows and the 
outbuildings to the north of the property in 
the direction of the overhead powerlines.

The solar arrays are set back approximately 
75m to the north beyond an intervening 
hedgerow and not in the immediate 
surroundings of the property. Views to 
the east across the Loughor Valley would 
remain unaffected.

Magnitude of change = Low 

Minor

(Not Significant)

The solar arrays are set back approximately 75m to the 
north beyond an intervening hedgerow and not in the 
immediate surroundings of the property.

Site Context 1 - View to north

Approximate location of solar panels Approximate location of solar panels 
beyond hedgerows and treesbeyond hedgerows and trees
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5. Brynawel

Viewpoint Location 

Residential Property



North elevation

South elevation West elevation

East elevation
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5. Brynawel



Site Context 1 - View to east

Site Context 2 - View to west

Approximate location of solar panels visible Approximate location of solar panels visible 
beyond hedgerows and trees in foregorundbeyond hedgerows and trees in foregorund

Approximate location of solar panels visible Approximate location of solar panels visible 
beyond hedgerows and trees in foregorundbeyond hedgerows and trees in foregorund
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Property ID Property Address Approximate 
Distance to Site 
(metres)

Orientation of 
Main Frontage

Location of 
Primary Views 
towards Site

Baseline Visual Amenity / 

Visual Sensitivity

Magnitude of Change Significance of Visual Effect Acceptability Threshold for Residential Visual Amenity 
and Living Conditions in the Public Interest

5 BRYNAWEL FARM, 
PENYGARN ROAD, 
TYCROES, AMMANFORD, 
SA18 3PN

50m North South East and 
South West

Two storey detached farmhouse located 
directly to the north of the site and 
approximately 282m to the north east 
of Bryn-Y-Rhyd Farm. Visual clutter in 
the form of outbuildings and sheds are 
located within the surroundings of the 
property.

The main frontage of the property is 
orientated to the north. The property 
is partly enclosed at ground level by 
leylandii extending to the south of the 
gardens.

Views extend to the south east and south 
west across the pastoral farmland from 
the upper floor windows although these 
are partly filtered by mature treecover 
on the site boundaries.

Visual sensitivity = Medium

The rear elevations of the solar arrays 
would be partially visible at close proximity 
to the south east and south west of the 
property, gardens and access track. The 
views would be towards the rear of the solar 
panels in this direction and would be more 
perceptible in the winter months.

Further hedgerow reinforcement planting 
along the site boundaries would provide 
additional visual screening. Views from the 
main frontage across the rough grassland 
to the north would be less affected.

Magnitude of change = High

Major

(Significant)

The solar arrays would be partially visible at close 
proximity beyond the intervening treecover to the south 
east and south west of the property. The solar arrays and 
substation would be visible at close proximity from the 
access track to the east leading to the property from the 
rural lane.

The solar PV development would not appear overbearing, 
overwhelming or oppressive as a matter for the public 
interest. The residential property would remain habitable 
with the solar PV development in place.
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6. Bryn-Y-Rhydd Farm

Viewpoint Location 

Residential Property



North elevation

South elevation West elevation

East elevation
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Site Context 1 - View to south east

Site Context 2 - View to south

Site Context 3 - View to south west

Solar panels located Solar panels located 
within this fieldwithin this field

Solar panels located Solar panels located 
within this fieldwithin this field

Solar panels located Solar panels located 
within this fieldwithin this field

Solar panels located Solar panels located 
within this fieldwithin this field

Solar panels located Solar panels located 
within this fieldwithin this field
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Property ID Property Address Approximate 
Distance to Site 
(metres)

Orientation of 
Main Frontage

Location of 
Primary Views 
towards Site

Baseline Visual Amenity / 

Visual Sensitivity

Magnitude of Change Significance of Visual Effect Acceptability Threshold for Residential Visual Amenity 
and Living Conditions in the Public Interest

6 BRYN-Y-RYHD FARM, 
EBENEZER ROAD, 
LLANEDI, SA4 0FD

45m North South East and 
South West

Two storey detached farmhouse with 
conservatory and outbuildings located 
towards the centre of the site (involved 
property). There is a degree of visual 
clutter in the surroundings of the 
property in the form or outbuildings and 
cattle sheds.

The property is partly terraced or set 
back into the hillside with the main 
access point on the north elevation. 
Views from the property are partly 
contained by the agricultural sheds to 
the east and garden boundary vegetation 
although do extend across the pastoral 
farmland to the south east, south west 
and north west of the property.

Visual sensitivity = Low (involved 
property)

The solar arrays would be partially visible 
at close proximity to the south east, south 
west and north west of the property. The 
site compound would be visible to the 
north west of the property and access track 
particularly during the construction phases.

The views to the east would be partially 
screened by the intervening cattle sheds 
and outbuildings with the solar arrays 
visible in the background of this visual 
clutter. Further hedgerow reinforcement 
planting would be provided to the south east 
and south west of the garden boundaries 
to provide visual mitigation. The proposals 
would be visible at close proximity to the 
south east and south west of the site 
although less perceptible to the north due 
to the prevailing landform and aspect of the 
property.

Magnitude of change = High

Moderate

(Significant)

The solar arrays would be partially visible at close 
proximity to the south east, south west and north west of 
the property. Views to the east would be partly screened 
by the existing cattle sheds and outbuildings.

This residential property is located within the landowner’s 
estate therefore involved with the development proposals 
(involved property).

Site Context 4 - View to north west

Site compound and solar Site compound and solar 
panels located within this fieldpanels located within this field
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7. Tirgwaidd

Viewpoint Location 

Residential Property



North elevation 1

North elevation 3

North elevation 2
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Site Context 1 - View to north (garden)

Site Context 2 - View to north (upper floor)

Approximate location of solar panels beyond Approximate location of solar panels beyond 
rolling landform, hedgerows and treecoverrolling landform, hedgerows and treecover

Solar panels located Solar panels located 
within this field beyond within this field beyond 

hedgerowhedgerow

Solar panels located within Solar panels located within 
this field beyond rural lane this field beyond rural lane 

and hedgerowsand hedgerows
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Property ID Property Address Approximate 
Distance to Site 
(metres)

Orientation of 
Main Frontage

Location of 
Primary Views 
towards Site

Baseline Visual Amenity / 

Visual Sensitivity

Magnitude of Change Significance of Visual Effect Acceptability Threshold for Residential Visual Amenity 
and Living Conditions in the Public Interest

7 TIRGWAIDD, LLANEDI, 
PONTARDDULAIS, 
SWANSEA, SA4 0YX

135m South North Two storey detached property, 
outbuildings, annex and gardens located 
along the rural lane to the south east of 
the site.

The main frontage is orientated to the 
south with gardens and upper floor 
windows located to the north facing 
towards the site along the rural lane. 
The rising landform to the west of the 
property partly screens the western area 
of the site.

Visual sensitivity = High

The solar arrays would be partially visible 
from the upper floor windows and gardens 
to the north of the property.

The proposals were previously revised to 
remove the solar arrays within the fields 
directly to the north of the gardens and to 
provide an additional standoff distance from 
this property. A new hedgerow and native 
trees are also proposed along the farm 
track to provide additional screening from 
the upper floor windows to the north of the 
property.

Magnitude of change = Low

Moderate

(Significant)

The solar arrays are set back approximately 135m to the 
north of the property beyond an intervening hedgerow 
and a new proposed hedgerow with tree planting. 
The proposals are not located within the immediate 
surroundings of the property.

The solar PV development would not appear overbearing, 
overwhelming or oppressive as a matter for the public 
interest. The residential property would remain habitable 
with the solar PV development in place.
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Existing View
7. Tirgwaidd

Camera make & model - Canon EOS 5D, FFS

Lens make & focal length - Canon EF 50mm, f/1.4 USM

Date & time of photograph - 19/05/2021 @ 13:36

OS grid reference - 259503, 207937

Viewpoint height (AOD) - 108m

Distance from site - 33m

Projection - Planar

Enlargement / Sheet Size  - 100% @ A3

Visualisation Type - Type 3

Horizontal Field of View  - 39.6˚

Height of camera AGL  - 1.5m

Page size / Image size (mm) - 420 x 297 / 390 x 260
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PHOTOMONTAGE

Proposed View - Year 1
7. Tirgwaidd

Camera make & model - Canon EOS 5D, FFS

Lens make & focal length - Canon EF 50mm, f/1.4 USM

Date & time of photograph - 19/05/2021 @ 13:36

OS grid reference - 259503, 207937

Viewpoint height (AOD) - 108m

Distance from site - 33m

Projection - Planar

Enlargement / Sheet Size  - 100% @ A3

Visualisation Type - Type 3

Horizontal Field of View  - 39.6˚

Height of camera AGL  - 1.5m

Page size / Image size (mm) - 420 x 297 / 390 x 260
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7. Tirgwaidd
Proposed View - Year 10

Camera make & model - Canon EOS 5D, FFS

Lens make & focal length - Canon EF 50mm, f/1.4 USM

Date & time of photograph - 19/05/2021 @ 13:36

OS grid reference - 259503, 207937

Viewpoint height (AOD) - 108m

Distance from site - 33m

Projection - Planar

Enlargement / Sheet Size  - 100% @ A3

Visualisation Type - Type 3

Horizontal Field of View  - 39.6˚

Height of camera AGL  - 1.5m

Page size / Image size (mm) - 420 x 297 / 390 x 260
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8. Pentre-Hardd Farm

Viewpoint Location 

Residential Property



North elevation 1

West elevation North elevation 2
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Property ID Property Address Approximate 
Distance to Site 
(metres)

Orientation of 
Main Frontage

Location of 
Primary Views 
towards Site

Baseline Visual Amenity / 

Visual Sensitivity

Magnitude of Change Significance of Visual Effect Acceptability Threshold for Residential Visual Amenity 
and Living Conditions in the Public Interest

8 PENTRE-HARDD FARM, 
HEOL TROEON BACH, 
LLANEDI, SA4 0YU

150m South North Two storey farmhouse, outbuildings, 
cattle sheds and allotment gardens 
located to the north of the rural lane and 
to the south of the site.

The main frontage is located to the south 
of the property with a courtyard and 
outbuildings located to the north in the 
direction of the site. There is a degree of 
visual clutter in the surroundings of the 
property in the form of outbuildings and 
agricultural sheds.

Visual sensitivity = Low (involved 
property)

The solar arrays would be partially visible 
from the upper floor windows and allotment 
gardens to the north of the property. The 
property is located to the south of the site 
therefore the front of the solar panels would 
be visible from this direction.

The solar arrays are set back approximately 
150m to the north of the property with views 
partially filtered by intervening treecover. 
Hedgerow planting has been proposed 
along the southern boundary of the site to 
provide further visual screening in the long 
term.

Magnitude of change = Medium

Minor

(Not Significant)

The solar arrays are set back approximately 150m to the 
north beyond an intervening hedgerow and not in the 
immediate surroundings of the property.

This residential property is located within the landowner’s 
estate therefore involved with the development proposals 
(involved property).

Site Context 1 - View to north

Approximate location of solar panels beyond farm Approximate location of solar panels beyond farm 
compound, allotments and rising landformcompound, allotments and rising landform
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9. Hafod Wen

Viewpoint Location 

Residential Property



North elevation 
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9. Hafod Wen



Property ID Property Address Approximate 
Distance to Site 
(metres)

Orientation of 
Main Frontage

Location of 
Primary Views 
towards Site

Baseline Visual Amenity / 

Visual Sensitivity

Magnitude of Change Significance of Visual Effect Acceptability Threshold for Residential Visual Amenity 
and Living Conditions in the Public Interest

9 HAFOD WEN, EBENEZER 
ROAD, LLANEDI, SA4 0FB

365m North North East Two storey detached residential 
property, annex, outbuildings and 
gardens located to the south west of the 
site on the rising hillside approaching 
LLanedi village.

The property frontage is located to the 
north. The property is partly set back 
against the hillside with panoramic 
views extending across to the valley to 
the north and north west.

Visual sensitivity = High

The solar arrays to the north west of the 
site would be partially visible in the distance 
beyond intervening trees, hedgerows and 
undulating landform.

The solar arrays to the east would be 
partially screened by the intervening 
woodland to the west of the site. The solar 
arrays would be slightly more perceptible in 
the winter months.

The panoramic views extending to the north 
west of the property across the valley would 
remain unaffected.

Magnitude of change = Low/Negligible

Moderate/Minor

(Not Significant)

The solar arrays would be distantly perceptible to the 
north east of the property with the main panorama to the 
north west across the valley unaffected.

Proxy View - View to north east

Solar panels perceptible within Solar panels perceptible within 
distant fields beyond rolling distant fields beyond rolling 

landform, hedgerows and treeslandform, hedgerows and trees
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10. Ebenezer House

Viewpoint Location 

Residential Property



North elevation 

East elevation 1

East elevation 2
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10. Ebenezer House



Property ID Property Address Approximate 
Distance to Site 
(metres)

Orientation of 
Main Frontage

Location of 
Primary Views 
towards Site

Baseline Visual Amenity / 

Visual Sensitivity

Magnitude of Change Significance of Visual Effect Acceptability Threshold for Residential Visual Amenity 
and Living Conditions in the Public Interest

10 EBENEZER HOUSE, 
EBENEZER ROAD, 
LLANEDI, SA4 0FB

400m East East Two storey residential property with 
extension and front gardens located 
adjacent to the Ebenezer Road to the 
west of the site.

The main property frontage facing onto 
Ebenezer Road is located to the east 
in the direction of the site. However, 
the views are partially intervened by 
the rising landform, hedgerows and 
treecover in surroundings of the holiday 
cottages at Yr Henffald.

Visual sensitivity = High

The solar arrays to the north west of the 
site would be partially visible in the distance 
from this property beyond the pastoral 
farmland in the foreground and intervening 
trees and hedgerows.

A minor part of the proposals would be 
visible within the fields to the north of 
Pentre-Hardd Farm above the rising 
landform to the east of the property and Yr 
Henffald.

Magnitude of change = Low/Negligible

Moderate/Minor

(Not Significant)

The solar arrays would be distantly perceptible to the 
north east of the property with smaller area visible on the 
rising landform to the east of Yr Henffald.

Site Context 1 - View to east

Small area of solar panels Small area of solar panels 
visible in distance beyond rolling visible in distance beyond rolling 

landform and hedgerowlandform and hedgerow
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11. Yr Henffald

Viewpoint Location 

Residential Property



North elevation 1

North elevation 3

North elevation 2
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11. Yr Henffald



Property ID Property Address Approximate 
Distance to Site 
(metres)

Orientation of 
Main Frontage

Location of 
Primary Views 
towards Site

Baseline Visual Amenity / 

Visual Sensitivity

Magnitude of Change Significance of Visual Effect Acceptability Threshold for Residential Visual Amenity 
and Living Conditions in the Public Interest

11 YR HENFFALD, 
EBENEZER ROAD, 
LLANEDI, SA4 0FB

218m North North East Single storey detached holiday cottages, 
bungalow, gardens and driveway to the 
west of the site.

The property frontage is located to the 
north with views extending towards the 
north west area of the site. Views to the 
east are partly screened by the rising 
landform and treecover.

Visual sensitivity = High

The upper elevations of the solar arrays to 
the north west of the site would be partially 
visible in the distance beyond intervening 
hedgerows on the higher ground.

Further tree and planting has been 
proposed to provide additional visual 
screening to the north west of the site.

Magnitude of change = Low

Moderate

(Not Significant)

The solar arrays would be partially visible in the distance 
and set back by approximately 280m to the north west and 
not in the immediate surroundings of the holiday homes.

Site Context 1 - View to north east

Approximate location of solar panels beyond rising land-Approximate location of solar panels beyond rising land-
form and hedgerowsform and hedgerows
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Existing View
11. Yr Henffald

Camera make & model - Canon EOS 5D, FFS

Lens make & focal length - Canon EF 50mm, f/1.4 USM

Date & time of photograph - 19/05/2021 @ 14:35

OS grid reference - 258598, 208048

Viewpoint height (AOD) - 101m

Distance from site - 204m

Projection - Planar

Enlargement / Sheet Size  - 100% @ A3

Visualisation Type - Type 3

Horizontal Field of View  - 39.6˚

Height of camera AGL  - 1.5m

Page size / Image size (mm) - 420 x 297 / 390 x 260
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PHOTOMONTAGE

Proposed View - Year 1
11. Yr Henffald

Camera make & model - Canon EOS 5D, FFS

Lens make & focal length - Canon EF 50mm, f/1.4 USM

Date & time of photograph - 19/05/2021 @ 14:35

OS grid reference - 258598, 208048

Viewpoint height (AOD) - 101m

Distance from site - 204m

Projection - Planar

Enlargement / Sheet Size  - 100% @ A3

Visualisation Type - Type 3

Horizontal Field of View  - 39.6˚

Height of camera AGL  - 1.5m

Page size / Image size (mm) - 420 x 297 / 390 x 260
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Proposed View - Year 10
11. Yr Henffald

Camera make & model - Canon EOS 5D, FFS

Lens make & focal length - Canon EF 50mm, f/1.4 USM

Date & time of photograph - 19/05/2021 @ 14:35

OS grid reference - 258598, 208048

Viewpoint height (AOD) - 101m

Distance from site - 204m

Projection - Planar

Enlargement / Sheet Size  - 100% @ A3

Visualisation Type - Type 3

Horizontal Field of View  - 39.6˚

Height of camera AGL  - 1.5m

Page size / Image size (mm) - 420 x 297 / 390 x 260
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12. Pant-Y-Blodau

Viewpoint Location 

Residential Property



North elevation 

East elevation 2

East elevation 1
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Property ID Property Address Approximate 
Distance to Site 
(metres)

Orientation of 
Main Frontage

Location of 
Primary Views 
towards Site

Baseline Visual Amenity / 

Visual Sensitivity

Magnitude of Change Significance of Visual Effect Acceptability Threshold for Residential Visual Amenity 
and Living Conditions in the Public Interest

12 PANT Y BLODAU, 
EBENEZER ROAD, 
LLANEDI, SA4 0FB

315m East East Two storey detached residential property 
adjacent to the Ebenezer Road to the 
west of the site. A conservatory and 
private gardens are located to the south 
of the property.

The property frontage is located to 
the east in the direction of the site 
although views are partially intervened 
by the public highway and intervening 
hedgerow at ground level. Partial views 
extends towards the site from the upper 
floor windows.

Visual sensitivity = High

The solar arrays to the west of the site 
would be partially visible in the distance 
beyond intervening hedgerows and 
treecover in the mid-ground view.

The proposals would be visible on the rising 
landform to north of Pentre Hardd Farm.

The proposals would not be visible in the 
immediate surroundings of the property or 
within the field directly to the east of the 
Ebenezer Road.

Magnitude of change = Low

Moderate

(Not Significant)

The solar arrays would be partially visible in the distance 
and set back by approximately 315m from the property to 
the north west. The solar arrays would not be visible in 
the immediate surroundings of the property.

Site Context 1 - View to east

Solar panels visible in distance on Solar panels visible in distance on 
rising ground beyond hedgerows rising ground beyond hedgerows 

and treesand trees
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13. Forge Villa

Viewpoint Location 

Residential Property



East elevation South elevation
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13. Forge Villa



Site Context 1 - View to south east from terrace

Site Context 2 - View to south east from garden

Approximate location of solar panels on rising Approximate location of solar panels on rising 
landform and level ground in middle distance beyond landform and level ground in middle distance beyond 

foreground hedgerows and pastoral farmlandforeground hedgerows and pastoral farmland

Approximate location of solar panels on rising Approximate location of solar panels on rising 
landform and level ground in middle distance beyond landform and level ground in middle distance beyond 

foreground hedgerows and pastoral farmlandforeground hedgerows and pastoral farmland

6666

P20-1336_19A  |  BRYNRYHD SOLAR FARM  |  BRYNRHYD SOLAR FARM LIMITED
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Property ID Property Address Approximate 
Distance to Site 
(metres)

Orientation of 
Main Frontage

Location of 
Primary Views 
towards Site

Baseline Visual Amenity / 

Visual Sensitivity

Magnitude of Change Significance of Visual Effect Acceptability Threshold for Residential Visual Amenity 
and Living Conditions in the Public Interest

13 FORGE VILLA, EBENEZER 
ROAD, LLANEDI, SA4 0FB

275m East South East Two storey detached residential property 
located adjacent to the Ebenezer 
Road to the north west of the site. A 
conservatory is located to the west with 
outbuildings and gardens extending to 
the south of the property.

The property frontage is located to the 
east in the direction of the site although 
views are partially intervened by the 
Ebenezer Road and hedgerows at 
ground level. Views extends towards the 
western part of the site from the raised 
garden area and upper floor windows to 
the east of the property.

Visual sensitivity = High

The solar arrays to the north west of the 
site would be partially visible in the distance 
beyond intervening hedgerows and pastoral 
farmland to the east of Ebenezer Road. 
The solar arrays would also be distantly 
perceptible on the rising landform to north 
of Pentre Hardd Farm further to to the 
south east of the property.

The proposals would not be visible in the 
immediate surroundings of the property 
or within the fields directly to the east of 
the Ebenezer Road which would remain as 
pastoral farmland.

Magnitude of change = Low

Moderate

(Not Significant)

The solar arrays would be partially visible in the distance 
and set back by approximately 275m from the property to 
the north west of the site. The solar arrays would not be 
visible in the immediate surroundings of the property.
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14. London House

Viewpoint Location 

Residential Property



South elevation
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14. London House



Property ID Property Address Approximate 
Distance to Site 
(metres)

Orientation of 
Main Frontage

Location of 
Primary Views 
towards Site

Baseline Visual Amenity / 

Visual Sensitivity

Magnitude of Change Significance of Visual Effect Acceptability Threshold for Residential Visual Amenity 
and Living Conditions in the Public Interest

14 LONDON HOUSE, 
EBENEZER ROAD, 
LLANEDI, SA4 0FB

233m East South East Single storey detached residential 
property with annex and outbuildings 
located adjacent to the Ebenezer Road to 
the north west of the site.

The property and gardens is partly 
enclosed by mature treecover on 
its garden boundaries with some 
intermittent views extending to the 
south towards the site.

Visual sensitivity = Medium

The solar arrays to the north west of the 
site would be partially visible in the distance 
within filtered views beyond the intervening 
treecover. These views would be slightly 
more perceptible in the winter months.

Magnitude of change = Low

Minor

(Not Significant)

The solar arrays to the north west of the site would 
be partially visible in the distance within filtered views 
beyond the boundary treecover.

Proxy View - View to south east

Approximate location of solar panels on rising Approximate location of solar panels on rising 
landform and level ground in middle distance beyond landform and level ground in middle distance beyond 

foreground hedgerows and pastoral farmlandforeground hedgerows and pastoral farmland
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15. Mount Pleasant

Viewpoint Location 

Residential Property



East elevation

West elevationSouth elevation
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15. Mount Pleasant



Property ID Property Address Approximate 
Distance to Site 
(metres)

Orientation of 
Main Frontage

Location of 
Primary Views 
towards Site

Baseline Visual Amenity / 

Visual Sensitivity

Magnitude of Change Significance of Visual Effect Acceptability Threshold for Residential Visual Amenity 
and Living Conditions in the Public Interest

15 MOUNT PLEASANT, 
EBENEZER ROAD, 
LLANEDI, SA4 0FB

363m East/West South East Two storey detached residential property 
on elevated ground located adjacent to 
the Ebenezer Road to the north west of 
the site. The property located close to 
the access track to leading to Bryn-Y-
Rhyd Farm from the Ebenezer Road.

A driveway and parking area is located 
to the east of the property with gardens 
extending to the south. Intermittent 
views of the north west area of the site 
are visible as well as more distant views 
towards the rising landform between 
Bryn-Y-Rhyd Farm and Pentre Hardd 
Farm.

Visual sensitivity = High

The solar arrays to the north west of the 
site would be partially screened by the 
intervening treecover to north west of the 
site although would be more perceptible in 
the winter months. The solar arrays would 
also be distantly perceptible on the rising 
ground to the south of Bryn-Y-Rhyd Farm 
and to the north of Pentre Hardd Farm 
beyond the treecover. These views would 
be slightly more perceptible in the winter 
months.

Magnitude of change = Low

Moderate

(Significant)

The solar arrays on the rising ground to the south of Bryn-
Y-Rhyd Farm and to the north of Pentre Hardd Farm in the 
mid-ground view would be visible beyond the intervening 
treecover. The proposals would not be visible in the 
immediate surroundings of the property.

The solar PV development would not appear overbearing, 
overwhelming or oppressive as a matter for the public 
interest. The residential property would remain habitable 
with the solar PV development in place.

Site Context 1 - View to south east

Solar panels visible in distance on Solar panels visible in distance on 
rising ground beyond treecover in rising ground beyond treecover in 

foregroundforeground
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16. The Paddock

Viewpoint Location 

Residential Property



West elevation

South elevation

East elevation
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16. The Paddock



Site Context 3 - View to south on boundary

Site Context 1 - View to south near property

Site Context 2 - View to south from private farmland

Solar panels visible in distance on Solar panels visible in distance on 
rising ground beyond treecover rising ground beyond treecover 

Approximate location of solar panels on rising landform and level Approximate location of solar panels on rising landform and level 
ground in middle distance beyond foreground treecoverground in middle distance beyond foreground treecover

7878

P20-1336_19A  |  BRYNRYHD SOLAR FARM  |  BRYNRHYD SOLAR FARM LIMITED

16. The Paddock



Property ID Property Address Approximate 
Distance to Site 
(metres)

Orientation of 
Main Frontage

Location of 
Primary Views 
towards Site

Baseline Visual Amenity / 

Visual Sensitivity

Magnitude of Change Significance of Visual Effect Acceptability Threshold for Residential Visual Amenity 
and Living Conditions in the Public Interest

16 THE PADDOCK, 
PONTABRAHAM 
– AMMANFORD, 
PONTARDULAIS ROAD, 
TYCROES, SA18 3RG

462m West South Single storey residential property 
located on the elevated ground at Pen-
crug-uchaf approximately 462m to the 
north west of the site. The property 
is partly enclosed by hedgerows 
with the main frontage located to 
the west and garden area extending 
to the south towards the site. The 
residents requested that the viewpoint 
assessments be undertaken within the 
farmland to the east and to south of the 
property closer to the site boundary. 
Panoramic views extends towards the 
site from the higher ground although the 
lower lying areas to the east of the site 
are generally screened by the prevailing 
landform and existing woodland.

Visual sensitivity = High

The proposals would not generally be 
perceptible from the immediate building 
curtilage due to the garden boundary 
hedgerows. The solar arrays to the north 
west of the site at closest proximity to the 
property would generally be screened by 
intervening treecover on the lower hillside. 
There is likely to be filtered views of the 
solar panels during the winter months that 
would be more evident at closer proximity to 
the landowner’s boundary. The solar arrays 
would also be visible in the middle distance 
on the rising ground to the south of Bryn-Y-
Rhyd Farm and to the north of Pentre Hardd 
Farm above the treecover to the north west 
of the site.

Magnitude of change = Low

Moderate

(Significant)

The solar arrays would be visible in the middle distance 
on the rising ground to the south of Bryn-Y-Rhyd Farm 
and to the north of Pentre-Hardd Farm. Intermittent views 
of the solar arrays would also be visible to the north west 
of the site beyond intervening treecover. These views 
would be perceptible from the private farmland although 
not within the immediate surroundings of the property 
due to the surrounding hedgerows.

The solar PV development would not appear overbearing, 
overwhelming or oppressive as a matter for the public 
interest. The residential property would remain habitable 
with the solar PV development in place.
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Existing View
16. The Paddock

Camera make & model - Canon EOS 5D, FFS

Lens make & focal length - Canon EF 50mm, f/1.4 USM

Date & time of photograph - 19/05/2021 @ 10:56

OS grid reference - 258724, 208937

Viewpoint height (AOD) - 145m

Distance from site - 455m

Projection - Planar

Enlargement / Sheet Size  - 100% @ A3

Visualisation Type - Type 3

Horizontal Field of View  - 39.6˚

Height of camera AGL  - 1.5m

Page size / Image size (mm) - 420 x 297 / 390 x 260
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PHOTOMONTAGE

Proposed View - Year 1
16. The Paddock

Camera make & model - Canon EOS 5D, FFS

Lens make & focal length - Canon EF 50mm, f/1.4 USM

Date & time of photograph - 19/05/2021 @ 10:56

OS grid reference - 258724, 208937

Viewpoint height (AOD) - 145m

Distance from site - 455m

Projection - Planar

Enlargement / Sheet Size  - 100% @ A3

Visualisation Type - Type 3

Horizontal Field of View  - 39.6˚

Height of camera AGL  - 1.5m

Page size / Image size (mm) - 420 x 297 / 390 x 260
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16. The Paddock
Proposed View - Year 10

Camera make & model - Canon EOS 5D, FFS

Lens make & focal length - Canon EF 50mm, f/1.4 USM

Date & time of photograph - 19/05/2021 @ 10:56

OS grid reference - 258724, 208937

Viewpoint height (AOD) - 145m

Distance from site - 455m

Projection - Planar

Enlargement / Sheet Size  - 100% @ A3

Visualisation Type - Type 3

Horizontal Field of View  - 39.6˚

Height of camera AGL  - 1.5m

Page size / Image size (mm) - 420 x 297 / 390 x 260
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17. Park Farm

Viewpoint Location 

Residential Property



East elevation South elevation
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17. Park Farm



Site Context 1 - View to east of farm buildings

Site Context 2 - View to south of farm buildings

Approximate location of solar panels on rising landform in Approximate location of solar panels on rising landform in 
distance beyond woodlanddistance beyond woodland

Approximate location of solar panels on rising landform in Approximate location of solar panels on rising landform in 
distance beyond woodlanddistance beyond woodland
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17. Park Farm



Property ID Property Address Approximate 
Distance to Site 
(metres)

Orientation of 
Main Frontage

Location of 
Primary Views 
towards Site

Baseline Visual Amenity / 

Visual Sensitivity

Magnitude of Change Significance of Visual Effect Acceptability Threshold for Residential Visual Amenity 
and Living Conditions in the Public Interest

17 PARK FARM, 
PONTABRAHAM 
– AMMANFORD, 
PONTARDULAIS ROAD, 
TYCROES, SA18 3RG

520m West South Two storey detached farmhouse with 
cattle sheds and outbuildings

located on the elevated ground at Pen-
crug-uchaf approximately 520m to the 
north of the site. The property is partly 
enclosed by farm outbuildings to south 
and east. The existing Clawdd-du solar 
development is visible to the east of 
the property. Panoramic views extends 
from the elevated property towards the 
site and the Loughor Valley to south and 
east.

Visual sensitivity = High

The solar arrays to the east and north west 
of the site would generally be screened by 
intervening woodland to the east and north 
west of the site. Filtered views of the solar 
arrays to the north of the site would be 
perceptible in the winter months. The solar 
arrays would also be visible in the middle 
distance on the rising ground to the south 
of Bryn-Y-Rhyd Farm and to the north of 
Pentre Hardd Farm above the treecover to 
the north west of the site.

Magnitude of change = Low

Moderate

(Significant)

The solar arrays would be visible in the middle distance 
on the rising ground to the south of Bryn-Y-Rhyd Farm 
and to the north of Pentre Hardd Farm. The proposals 
would not be visible within the immediate surroundings of 
the property.

The solar PV development would not appear overbearing, 
overwhelming or oppressive as a matter for the public 
interest. The residential property would remain habitable 
with the solar PV development in place.
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Existing View
17. Park Farm

Camera make & model - Canon EOS 5D, FFS

Lens make & focal length - Canon EF 50mm, f/1.4 USM

Date & time of photograph - 19/05/2021 @ 11:55

OS grid reference - 258873, 209031

Viewpoint height (AOD) - 143m

Distance from site - 485m

Projection - Planar

Enlargement / Sheet Size  - 100% @ A3

Visualisation Type - Type 3

Horizontal Field of View  - 39.6˚

Height of camera AGL  - 1.5m

Page size / Image size (mm) - 420 x 297 / 390 x 260
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PHOTOMONTAGE

Proposed View - Year 1
17. Park Farm

Camera make & model - Canon EOS 5D, FFS

Lens make & focal length - Canon EF 50mm, f/1.4 USM

Date & time of photograph - 19/05/2021 @ 11:55

OS grid reference - 258873, 209031

Viewpoint height (AOD) - 143m

Distance from site - 485m

Projection - Planar

Enlargement / Sheet Size  - 100% @ A3

Visualisation Type - Type 3

Horizontal Field of View  - 39.6˚

Height of camera AGL  - 1.5m

Page size / Image size (mm) - 420 x 297 / 390 x 260
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17. Park Farm
Proposed View - Year 10

Camera make & model - Canon EOS 5D, FFS

Lens make & focal length - Canon EF 50mm, f/1.4 USM

Date & time of photograph - 19/05/2021 @ 11:55

OS grid reference - 258873, 209031

Viewpoint height (AOD) - 143m

Distance from site - 485m

Projection - Planar

Enlargement / Sheet Size  - 100% @ A3

Visualisation Type - Type 3

Horizontal Field of View  - 39.6˚

Height of camera AGL  - 1.5m

Page size / Image size (mm) - 420 x 297 / 390 x 260
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18. Erw-Wastad-Fach

Viewpoint Location 

Residential Property



East elevation

Solar panels located within this Solar panels located within this 
field beyond woodlandfield beyond woodland
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18. Erw-Wastad-Fach



Property ID Property Address Approximate 
Distance to Site 
(metres)

Orientation of 
Main Frontage

Location of 
Primary Views 
towards Site

Baseline Visual Amenity / 

Visual Sensitivity

Magnitude of Change Significance of Visual Effect Acceptability Threshold for Residential Visual Amenity 
and Living Conditions in the Public Interest

18 ERW-WASTAD-FACH, 
TYCROES, AMMANFORD, 
SA18 3PW

110m South North Two storey farmhouse located along a 
track on the lower slopes of the Loughor 
Valley to the east of the rural lane. The 
main frontage is located to the south of 
the property. Visual clutter in the form 
of outbuildings and sheds are located 
within the surroundings of the property.

Visual sensitivity = Medium

The residential property is separated from 
the solar arrays by an extensive area of 
woodland on the valley sides. Filtered views 
of the proposals may be perceptible in the 
winter months although the main focus of 
the views across the Loughor Valley would 
remain uninterrupted.

Magnitude of change = Negligible

Negligible

(Not Significant)

The proposed solar arrays to the east of the rural lane 
would not generally be visible due to the rising landform 
and intervening woodland on the valley sides. The 
proposals would not be visible within the immediate 
surroundings of the property.

Proxy View 1 - Proxy view to east of residential property

Approximate location of solar panels on rising landform in Approximate location of solar panels on rising landform in 
surroundings of Gelli Organ Farmsurroundings of Gelli Organ Farm
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7.1 The relevant landscape planning policies are contained within Planning 
Policy Wales (PPW, Edition 11), Future Wales: The National Plan 2040, and 
the Carmarthenshire Local Development Plan 2006 to 2021 (Adopted 10th 
December 2014).

Planning Policy Wales (Edition 11, February 2012)

7.2 This document sets out an overview of the planning policy context for 
Wales. Planning Policy Wales (PPW) Edition 11 was published in February 
2021 with Chapter 6, Distinctive and Natural Places being the most 
relevant to this RVAA.

7.3 PPW paragraph 6.3.3 states that:

“All the landscapes of Wales are valued for their intrinsic contribution 
to a sense of place, and local authorities should protect and enhance 
their special characteristics, whilst paying due regard to the social, 
economic, environmental and cultural benefits they provide, and to 
their role in creating valued places.”5 

7.4 PPW paragraph 6.3.12 states that:

“Planning authorities should provide for the conservation and, where 
appropriate, enhancement of local landscapes. This may include 
policies for landscape features, characteristics and qualities of local 
significance, and the designation of Special Landscape Areas (SLAs)… 
LANDMAP and any associated landscape character assessments 
(including the register of historic landscapes in Wales) should be 
used to inform local landscape policies and SPG, and to help identify 
or revise SLAs.”6  

7.5 Renewable energy developments are further considered in Section 5. PPW 
Paragraph 5.9.14 states that:

“Planning authorities should support and guide renewable and 
low carbon energy development to ensure their area’s potential is 
maximised... There should be a presumption in favour of development 
in identified areas, including an acceptance of landscape change, with 
clear criteria-based policies setting out detailed locational issues to 
be considered at the planning application stage.”7 

Future Wales : The National Plan 2040

7.6 Policy 18 Renewable and Low Carbon Energy Developments of National 
Significance sets out the criteria which proposals for renewable and low 
carbon energy projects must meet. These include:

“1. Outside of the Pre Assessed Areas for wind developments and 
everywhere for all other technologies, the proposal does not have 
an unacceptable adverse impact on the surrounding landscape 
(particularly on the setting of National Parks and Areas of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty);

2. There are no unacceptable adverse visual impacts on nearby 
communities and individual dwellings;

3. There are no adverse effects on the integrity of Internationally 
designated sites (including National Site Network sites and Ramsar 
sites) and the features for which they have been designated (unless 
there are no alternative solutions, Imperative Reasons of Overriding 

5 PPW Edition 11 – Feb 2021 – Chapter 6, Distinctive and Natural Places (Page 133)
6 PPW Edition 11 – Feb 2021 – Chapter 6, Distinctive and Natural Places (Page 135)
7  PPW Edition 11 – Feb 2021 – Chapter 5, Productive and Enterprising Places (Page 94)

7.  LANDSCAPE PLANNING POLICY
Public Interest (IROPI) and appropriate compensatory measures have 
been secured);

4. There are no unacceptable adverse impacts on national statutory 
designated sites for nature conservation (and the features for which 
they have been designated), protected habitats and species;

5. The proposal includes biodiversity enhancement measures to 
provide a net benefit for biodiversity;

6. There are no unacceptable adverse impacts on statutorily protected 
built heritage assets;

7. There are no unacceptable adverse impacts by way of shadow flicker, 
noise, reflected light, air quality or electromagnetic disturbance;

8. There are no unacceptable impacts on the operations of defence 
facilities and operations (including aviation and radar) or the Mid 
Wales Low Flying Tactical Training Area (TTA 7T);

9. There are no unacceptable adverse impacts on the transport 
network through the transportation of components or source fuels 
during its construction and/or ongoing operation;

10. The proposal includes consideration of the materials needed or 
generated by the development to ensure the sustainable use and 
management of resources;

11. There are acceptable provisions relating to the decommissioning 
of the development at the end of its lifetime, including the removal of 
infrastructure and effective restoration.

The cumulative impacts of existing and consented renewable energy 
schemes should also be considered.”

Carmarthenshire Local Development Plan 2006 to 2021

7.7 The Carmarthenshire Local Development Plan 2006 to 2021 (Adopted 
10th December 2014) provides the local planning policies for the site and 
surrounding area. Policy EQ1 Protection of Buildings, Landscapes and 
Features of Historic Importance states that:

“Proposals for development affecting landscapes, townscapes 
buildings and sites or features of historic or archaeological interest 
which by virtue of their historic importance, character or significance 
within a group of features make an important contribution to the local 
character and the interests of the area will only be permitted where it 
preserves or enhances the built and historic environment.”8 

7.8 Policy RE3 Non-Wind Renewable Energy Installations states that:

“…Proposals for small scale non-wind renewable energy installations 
outside defined Development Limits are required to satisfactorily 
justify the need to be sited in such a location. Such proposals should 
be sited in close proximity to existing buildings and structures and 
will not cause demonstrable harm to the landscape…

…Large scale schemes located outside defined Development Limits 
may be permitted in exceptional circumstances, where there is an 
overriding need for the scheme which can be satisfactorily justified, 
and the development will not cause demonstrable harm to the 
landscape…

8 Paragraph 6.6.5 to 6.6.10, Carmarthenshire Local Development Plan 2006 to 2021

…Proposals that would cause demonstrable harm to the landscape, 
visual impact, noise, ecology, or ground and surface water as a result 
of the cumulative effect of renewable energy installations will not be 
permitted.”9 

7.9 The supporting text for Policy RE3 also advises that:

“It is anticipated that an increasing number of proposals will come 
forward for large schemes to be located outside defined development 
limits, for example solar parks. Such schemes can play an important 
role in assisting WG achieve its renewable energy generation targets, 
and for this reason, the need for the scheme will be weighed up against 
the need to protect the landscape from inappropriate development. 
Such schemes will be assessed against other policies contained 
within the Plan primarily relating to the impact on the landscape and 
biodiversity of the proposal and the cumulative impact of renewable 
energy installations.” 10

7.10 Carmarthenshire County Council have requested that as no specific 
residential visual amenity policy is currently in place that the planning 
application be reviewed against LDP Policy GP1, Sustainability and High 
Quality Design, which states that:

“Development proposals will be permitted where they accord with 
the following:

• It would not have a significant impact on the amenity of adjacent 
land uses, properties, residents or the community;…”11 

9 Paragraph 6.7.27 to 6.7.32, Carmarthenshire Local Development Plan 2006 to 2021
10 Paragraph 6.7.31, Carmarthenshire Local Development Plan 2006 to 2021
11 Paragraph 6.1.1, Carmarthenshire Local Development Plan 2006 to 2021
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8.  CONCLUSIONS
8.1 This Residential Visual Amenity Assessment (RVAA) has been prepared by 

Pegasus Group on behalf of Brynrhyd Solar Farm Limited [the applicant 
and developer] in support of the proposed 30 MWp solar photovoltaic (PV) 
development on approximately 72.1 hectares of land at Brynrhyd, Llanedi.

8.2 This RVAA seeks to determine whether or not the proposed solar PV 
development would give rise to visual effects on the surrounding residential 
properties and whether the degree or significance of these visual effect 
would result in unacceptable consequences to living conditions such that 
planning permission should be refused in the public interest.

Study Area and Scope

8.3 The scope and study area of the residential properties included within this 
RVAA has been informed by the findings of the Environmental Statement 
(ES) Chapter 6, Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA), the Zone 
of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) mapping, post code data and consultation 
with Carmarthenshire County Council (CCC).

8.4 Given the type and scale of the proposed solar PV development and the 
dispersed nature of the surrounding residential properties, the likelihood 
of any significant visual effects is considered to be restricted to those 
within the immediate surroundings of the site. This was mainly due to the 
limited vertical height of the proposed solar arrays at a maximum height 
of +2.75 metres above ground level (agl) and the visual enclosure provided 
by the surrounding landform, hedgerows and woodlands.

Effects on Residential Visual Amenity

8.5 The findings of both the LVIA and this RVAA demonstrates that the 
proposed solar PV development within the site would not be visible in 
entirety from any given viewpoint location. Opportunities to observe the 
solar PV development from publicly accessible locations has been further 
considered within the LVIA.

8.6 This RVAA has identified that the proposed solar PV development would 
result in moderate to negligible (not significant) visual effects on the 
following residential properties within the study area including:

1. Dyffryn Fach, Tycroes, Ammanford, SA18 3PW

2. Penrhiw Cottage, Tycroes, Ammanford, SA18 3PW

3. Gelli Organ Farm, c2134 from Llanedi to Tycroes, SA18 3PW

4. Blaen-Cwm-Bychan, c2134 from Llanedi to Tycroes, SA18 3PP

8. Pentre-Hardd Farm, Heol Troeon Bach, Llanedi, SA4 0YU

9. Hafod Wen, Ebenezer Road, Llanedi, SA4 0FB

10. Ebenezer House, Ebenezer Road, Llanedi, SA4 0FB

11. Yr Henffald, Ebenezer Road, Llanedi, SA4 0FB

12. Pant y Blodau, Ebenezer Road, Llanedi, SA4 0FB

13. Forge Villa, Ebenezer road, Llanedi, SA4 0FB

14. London House, Ebenezer Road, Llanedi, SA4 0FB

18. Erw-Wastad-Fach, Tycroes, Ammanford, SA18 3PW

8.7 The proposed solar PV development would be visible to varying degrees 
from these residential properties surrounding the site. However, the visual 
effects on these residential properties would not be significant. Therefore, 
the proposed solar PV development would not fail the public interest test 
in terms of the effects on  residential visual amenity and living conditions 
experienced from these properties.

8.8 This RVAA has identified that proposed solar PV development would 
result in major or moderate (significant) visual effects on the following 
residential properties:

5. Brynawel Farm, Penygarn Road, Tycroes, Ammanford, SA18 3PN

6. Bryn-Y-Ryhd Farm, Ebenezer Road, Llanedi, SA4 0FD

7. Tirgwaidd, Llanedi, Pontarddulais, Swansea, SA4 0YX

15. Mount Pleasant, Ebenezer Road, Llanedi, SA4 0FB

16. The Paddock, Pontabraham, Ammanford, Pontardulais Road, 
Tycroes, SA18 3RG

17. Park Farm, Pontabraham, Ammanford, Pontardulais Road, Tycroes, 
SA18 3RG

8.9 These residential properties were further assessed regarding the 
acceptability threshold for residential visual amenity and living conditions.

Acceptability Thresholds for Residential Visual Amenity in the 
Public Interest

8.10 Bryn-Y-Ryhd Farm (6) comprises a two storey detached farmhouse with 
conservatory and outbuildings located towards the centre of the site 
(involved property). The property is partly terraced or set back into the 
hillside with the main access point on the north elevation. Views from 
the property are partly contained by the agricultural sheds to the east 
and garden boundary vegetation to the south. The solar arrays would be 
partially visible at close proximity to the south east, south west and north 
west of the property. The site compound would be visible to the north west of 
the property and access track particularly during the construction phases. 
The views to the east would be partially screened by the intervening cattle 
sheds and outbuildings with the solar arrays visible in the background. 
Further hedgerow reinforcement planting would be provided to the south 
east and south west of the garden boundaries to provide visual mitigation. 
The proposals would be visible at close proximity to the south east and 
south west of the site although less perceptible to the north due to the 
prevailing landform and aspect of the property. This residential property 
is located within the landowner’s estate therefore involved with the 
development proposals (involved property).

8.11 Bryn-Y-Ryhd Farm (6) comprises a two storey detached farmhouse with 
conservatory and outbuildings located towards the centre of the site 
(involved property). The property is partly terraced or set back into the 
hillside with the main access point on the north elevation. Views from 
the property are partly contained by the agricultural sheds to the east 
and garden boundary vegetation to the south. The solar arrays would be 
partially visible at close proximity to the south east, south west and north 
west of the property. The site compound would be visible to the north west of 
the property and access track particularly during the construction phases. 
The views to the east would be partially screened by the intervening cattle 
sheds and outbuildings with the solar arrays visible in the background. 
Further hedgerow reinforcement planting would be provided to the south 

east and south west of the garden boundaries to provide visual mitigation. 
The proposals would be visible at close proximity to the south east and 
south west of the site although less perceptible to the north due to the 
prevailing landform and aspect of the property. This residential property 
is located within the landowner’s estate therefore involved with the 
development proposals (involved property).

8.12 Tirgwaidd (7) comprises a two storey detached property, outbuildings, 
annex and gardens located along the rural lane to the south east of the 
site. The main frontage is orientated to the south with gardens and upper 
floor windows located to the north facing towards the site along the rural 
lane. The rising landform to the west of the property partly screens the 
western area of the site. The solar arrays would be partially visible from 
the upper floor windows and gardens to the north of the property. The 
proposals were previously revised to remove the solar arrays within the 
fields directly to the north of the gardens and to provide an additional 
standoff distance from this property. A new hedgerow and native trees 
are also proposed along the farm track to provide additional screening 
from the upper floor windows to the north of the property. The solar PV 
development would not appear overbearing, overwhelming or oppressive 
from Tirgwaidd (7).

8.13 Mount Pleasant (15) comprises a two storey detached residential property 
on elevated ground located adjacent to the Ebenezer Road to the north 
west of the site. The property located close to the access track to leading 
to Bryn-Y-Rhyd Farm from the Ebenezer Road. A driveway and parking 
area is located to the east of the property with gardens extending to the 
south. Intermittent views of the north west area of the site are visible as 
well as more distant views towards the rising landform between Bryn-Y-
Rhyd Farm and Pentre Hardd Farm. The solar arrays to the north west of 
the site would be partially screened by the intervening treecover although 
would be more perceptible in the winter months. The solar arrays would 
also be distantly perceptible on the rising ground to the south of Bryn-Y-
Rhyd Farm and to the north of Pentre Hardd Farm beyond the treecover. 
The solar PV development would not appear overbearing, overwhelming 
or oppressive from Mount Pleasant (15).

8.14 The Paddock (16) comprises a single storey residential property located 
on the elevated ground at Pen-crug-uchaf approximately 462m to the 
north west of the site. The property is partly enclosed by hedgerows with 
the main frontage located to the west and garden area extending to the 
south towards the site. Panoramic views extends towards the site from 
the higher ground although the lower lying areas to the east of the site are 
generally screened by the prevailing landform and existing woodland. The 
proposals would not generally be perceptible from the immediate building 
curtilage due to the garden boundary hedgerows. The solar arrays to the 
north west of the site at closest proximity to the property would generally 
be screened by intervening treecover on the lower hillside. There is likely 
to be filtered views of the solar panels during the winter months that 
would be more evident at closer proximity to the landowner’s boundary. 
The solar arrays would also be visible in the middle distance on the rising 
ground to the south of Bryn-Y-Rhyd Farm and to the north of Pentre Hardd 
Farm above the treecover to the north west of the site. The proposals 
would not be visible within the immediate surroundings of the property. 
The solar PV development would not appear overbearing, overwhelming 
or oppressive from The Paddock (16).
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8.15 Park Farm (17) comprises a two storey detached farmhouse with cattle 
sheds and outbuildings located on the elevated ground at Pen-crug-
uchaf approximately 520m to the north of the site. The property is partly 
enclosed by farm outbuildings to south and east. The existing Clawdd-du 
solar development is visible to the east of the property. Panoramic views 
extends from the elevated property towards the site and the Loughor 
Valley to south and east. The solar arrays to the east and north west of 
the site would generally be screened by intervening woodland to the east 
and north west of the site. Filtered views of the solar arrays to the north 
of the site would be perceptible in the winter months. The solar arrays 
would also be visible in the middle distance on the rising ground to the 
south of Bryn-Y-Rhyd Farm and to the north of Pentre Hardd Farm above 
the treecover. The proposals would not be visible within the immediate 
surroundings of the property. The solar PV development would not appear 
overbearing, overwhelming or oppressive from Park Farm (17).

Summary

8.16 It is a long held planning principle that no individual person has a private 
right to a view. However, there are situations where the effect on the 
outlook or visual amenity of a residential property and associated living 
conditions would be so great that it would not be in the public interest to 
permit such conditions to occur where they did not previously exist.

8.17 The proposed solar PV development would not be visible in entirety 
from any given property owing to the prevailing landform, hedgerows 
and woodlands. The site layout has been revised as a result of these 
assessments to ensure that none of the identified visual effects would be 
overbearing, overwhelming or oppressive to such a degree that it would 
result in unacceptable living conditions on the surrounding residential 
properties.
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