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This briefing provides an update on the consistent 
post-16 performance measures.  

Click here for the Hwb playlist which provides a 
summary of the development of the measures to 
date. 

We welcome your feedback on any aspects of the 
measures. If you have any questions or comments, 
please send them to post16quality@gov.wales. 

 The measures: 

 
Achievement 

The completion and attainment of learners undertaking A level, 
vocational and Welsh Baccalaureate programmes. 

   

 
Value added 

The progress made by learners, over and above what would 
normally be expected based on their prior attainment and gender. 

   

 
Destinations 

The proportion of learners who progress into further learning 
(including higher education) and/or employment. 

 

Impact of COVID-19  

 In a press release on 10 November, the then Minister for Education announced the cancellation of the 2021 summer examinations series. It 
had previously been confirmed that we would not use the results to publish performance measures or use them as part of normal accountability 
arrangements.  This includes the consistent measures for achievement and value added, which will not be produced again for 2020/21. 

 We are considering producing some performance measures data for 2021/22 for internal use by schools and colleges. Anything that is 
produced will not be published below a national level. The sector will be consulted before any firm decision is taken, in order to consider what 
would be useful to help their own monitoring and quality assurance processes. 

 As we did in 2019/20, we intend to publish (at a national level) analysis of the 2020/21 outcomes for post-16 learners affected by COVID-19. 
The statistical releases are not part of any of our regular series on performance measures, but as part of the analysis of the impact of COVID-
19 on this cohort of learners. 

 

What’s new? 

 We published national statistics on the Outcomes for learners in post-16 education affected by the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic on 
21 April 2021 

 Estyn published three thematic reports on the work of further education, work-based learning and adult learning in the community 
providers during the COVID-19 pandemic: 

 Support for learners’ mental health and emotional wellbeing 

 Developments in remote and blended learning practice 

https://hwb.gov.wales/playlists/view/dcd4b8f7-f5cf-4789-8e70-f6751bfa46bc/en/1
mailto:post16quality@gov.wales
https://gov.wales/wales-approach-qualifications-2021-confirmed-education-minister-kirsty-williams
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Foutcomes-learners-post-16-education-affected-coronavirus-covid-19-pandemic-august-2019-july-2020&data=04%7C01%7CBethan.Milton%40gov.wales%7C1dec58b4015842a0ba5808d905530932%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637546676453347586%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=TViCIs8%2BRKf2R0uELkGRwCQc0kglDBXAVMi777RW0UQ%3D&reserved=0
https://www.estyn.gov.wales/system/files/2021-03/Learner%20Mental%20Health%20and%20Emotional%20Wellbeing%20in%20the%20Post-16%20sectors%20.pdf
https://www.estyn.gov.wales/system/files/2021-03/Report%20on%20Remote%20and%20Blended%20Learning%20in%20Post%2016.pdf


 How schools and colleges used the RRRS and catch-up grants for post-16 learners 

 In November/December, we carried out an online survey for learners aged 16 or older, in a school sixth form, further education or 
work-based or adult learning to provide a baseline and improve Welsh Government’s understanding of the impact the pandemic has 
had on learners in Wales.  

 We have commissioned London Economics to carry out analysis to identify the learner characteristics that impact most on post-16 
achievement, and show how these characteristics can be incorporated into the achievement measures at programme and course level. 
We will provide a further update in the autumn term, when the findings are due. 

 

Achievement 

 We will not produce any of the achievement measures for 2020/21, due to the impact of disruptions during the cohort’s first year of study in 
2019/20 and the cancellation of the exam series for 2021.   

 As part of the post-16 achievement measures, we produce a range of information that is not directly affected by the centre determined grades, 
including starts, dropouts, retention and completion.  This data will be used to understand the impact of COVID-19 on learners at a national 
level, without producing our usual statistical outputs for the achievement measure in 2020/21. 

 The range of providers in the post-16 sector (sixth forms, FE institutions, workbased learning and adult learning) and different types of 
programmes are affected in different ways. Some outcomes in 2021/22 will reflect a two-year programme for learners, while others are 
covering a single year of study. We are currently considering the best approach to post-16 performance measures for 2021/22. We will 
engage with the sector before any final decision is taken, in order to consider what would be useful to help their own monitoring and quality 
assurance processes. 

 

Value added 

 The post-16 value added contract with FFT has now come to an end and no further reports will be issued under this methodology. We will 
work with the sector to consider future arrangements for value added; due to the disruption to assessments in 2020 and 2021, the earliest 
a new model could be in place would be 2024/25. 

 

Destinations 

 The national statistics on destinations for learners finishing a learning programme in 2016/17 were published in April 2020 and the 
individual provider reports in September 2020. Due to resource issues, we are yet to issue the individual 2017/18 provider reports to schools 
and colleges or the national statistics for learners finishing a learning programme in 2017/18 .  

 The national statistics on destinations for learners finishing a learning programme in 2018/19 are due to be published in autumn 2021, 
along with the issuing of individual 2018/19 provider reports to schools and colleges (subject to resources). 

https://www.estyn.gov.wales/thematic-report/how-schools-and-colleges-used-rrrs-and-catch-grants-post-16-learners
https://gov.wales/consistent-performance-measures-post-16-learning-learner-destinations-august-2016-july-2017


 As this measure is published on a different timescale to the other measures (to allow time for learners to progress into a sustained 
destination and for their data to be collected, matched and analysed), we are not due to report on the 2019/20 cohort until September 2022. 
At this time we will consider how the disruption to learning experienced by the 2019/20 cohort will impact on the destination measures. 

 

Consultation and engagement  What we have deferred 

 We will issue an informal consultation to get your views regarding 
our proposed approach to performance measures for 2021/22, 
including convening a working group. 

 What data (if any) would be would be useful to help your own 
monitoring and quality assurance processes? 

Please send your thoughts to post16quality@gov.wales 

  The formal consultation on ceasing the legacy sixth form 
performance measures (current suspension extended to 
2021/22.  

 A baseline evaluation of the measures in 2020 to identify the 
potential unintended consequences and actions to mitigate them. 

 Development of the Post-16 Choices online portal (similar to My 
Local School). 
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