
 
 
 
21 April 2021 
 
Dear  
 
ATISN 15072 - Funding to WRU, allocation for women's participation. 
 
Information requested 
 
Thank you for your request which I received on 19 April.  You asked for: 

1) Information about how much of this funding was spent on women’s 
participation in rugby, In relation to the £17m Spectator Sports Survival Fund 
announces in January 2021, of which £13.5m was allocated to the WRU and 
its regional franchises.  

2) Details of any correspondence or meetings that the Welsh Government 
ministers and officials have had with the WRU with regard to the funding of 
and the promotion of equality in rugby, and in particular, in women’s 
participation.  

 
Our response 
 

1) “In relation to the £17m Spectator Sports Survival Fund announced in January 
2021, of which £13.5m was allocated to the WRU and its regional franchises, 
please can you provide information about how much of this funding was spent 
on women’s participation in rugby.”  

 
“Please confirm what criteria were agreed in terms of how the WRU could 
spend its allocation of this funding.” 

 
The funding awarded to the Welsh Rugby Union (WRU) was a contribution towards 
the losses the WRU and the Regions suffered because of the coronavirus 
restrictions that prohibited spectators from attending events, principally the men’s 
Wales v Scotland 2020 Six Nations fixture; the 2020 Autumn Nations Cup; and the 
2021 Six Nations.  One of the conditions of the award of funding is that the WRU 
must, 12 months from the date the funding was received, provide the Welsh 
Government with a full report confirming how the funding was used. The funding was 
not directed towards any losses relating to women’s rugby as no losses were 
submitted by the WRU for support. 
 

2) “Please provide details of any correspondence or meetings that the Welsh 
Government ministers and officials have had with the WRU with regard to the 
funding of and the promotion of equality in rugby, and in particular, in 
women’s participation.” 

 
There is no correspondence between the Welsh Ministers or Welsh Government 
officials and the Welsh Rugby Union (WRU) about the funding of and the promotion 
of equality in rugby or women’s participation. There have been regular meetings 
between the Welsh Government and the WRU throughout the pandemic but, in the 



context of funding, the focus has been on the financial losses incurred by sports due 
to the restrictions on spectators attending events. The funding was not directed 
towards any losses relating to women’s rugby as no losses were submitted by the 
WRU for support. There are wider equality matters that Sport Wales would discuss 
with the WRU in the context of the funding agreement with the National Governing 
Body and the collective effort of the sector to address inequalities in sport and to 
deliver the Welsh Government’s draft Race Equality Action Plan.  
  
Next steps 
  
If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you 
can ask for an internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response.  
Requests for an internal review should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s 
Freedom of Information Officer at:  
 
Information Rights Unit,  
Welsh Government, 
Cathays Park,  
Cardiff,  
CF10 3NQ  
 
or Email: Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales 
 
Please remember to quote the ATISN reference number above.     
 
You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner.  The 
Information Commissioner can be contacted at:  Information Commissioner’s Office,  
Wycliffe House,  
Water Lane,  
Wilmslow,  
Cheshire,  
SK9 5AF. 
 
However, please note that the Commissioner will not normally investigate a 
complaint until it has been through our own internal review process. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
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