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Rydym yn croesawu derbyn gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg.  Byddwn yn ateb gohebiaeth a dderbynnir yn Gymraeg yn Gymraeg ac ni 
fydd gohebu yn Gymraeg yn arwain at oedi.  
We welcome receiving correspondence in Welsh.  Any correspondence received in Welsh will be answered in Welsh and 

corresponding in Welsh will not lead to a delay in responding.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Dear  
 
Request for Information – ATISN 15121 
 
I wrote to you on 18 May regarding your request for information sent on 9 May. 
 
Information requested 
 
You asked for the following information regarding the Holyhead border facility: 
 
1. In March 2021, what was the Welsh Government’s own risk rating of delivering full 

SPS checks and increased border controls by 1 July 2021. 

2. In March 2021, what was the Welsh Government’s own risk rating of delivering 
Holyhead Inland Border Facility (Interim, not final) for full SPS checks and 
increased border controls by 1 July 2021. 

3. In March 2021, what was the Welsh Government’s own risk rating of delivering 
Holyhead Inland Border Facility (Final, not interim) for full SPS checks and 
increased border controls by 1 July 2021. 

4. Following site inspections by the Welsh Government, when was site approval given 
to Holyhead (Final, not interim). 

5. The construction programmes of the contractors involved in the construction of 
Holyhead (Final, not interim). 

6. The procurement schedules of the contractors involved in the construction of 
Holyhead (Final, not interim). 

7. The practical completion or handover date of contractors involved in the 
construction of Holyhead (Final, not interim). 

 
 
Our Response 
 
I confirm we hold some information captured by your request.   Responsibility for 
sanitary and phyto-santiary (“SPS”) controls in Wales rests with Welsh Ministers. This 
includes any related infrastructure required to perform these controls.  
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The wider policy on the operation of the UK Border, including, but not limited to, other 
border and customs requirements, is reserved and remains the responsibility of the UK 
Government. 
 
We have therefore applied the following definition to ‘increased border controls’: 
 
 ‘the response relates solely to the Welsh Government’s functions in respect of the 
delivery of SPS controls, and related infrastructure such as the construction of Border 
Control Posts, in Wales’.  
 
Questions regarding border controls and infrastructure beyond this definition should be 
directed to the UK Government. 
 
For questions 1, 2 and 3, the risk rating, using the Red-Amber-Green risk rating 
system, was red for each of the scenarios listed.  
 
For question 4, Welsh Ministers approved Plot 9, Parc Cybi, Holyhead as the preferred 
location for the Border Control Post serving the port of Holyhead on 12 March 2021. 
Welsh Ministers are now seeking planning consent for this development. 
 
I can confirm that we do not hold any information for questions 5, 6 and 7 as 
contractors have not yet been appointed for the Holyhead Border Control Post.  
 
Next steps 
  
If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you can 
ask for an internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response.  
Requests for an internal review should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s 
Freedom of Information Officer at: Information Rights Unit, Welsh Government, 
Cathays Park, Cardiff, CF10 3NQ or Email: Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales.  
Please remember to quote the ATISN reference number above.     
 
You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner.  The Information 
Commissioner can be contacted at:  Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe 
House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF.  However, please note that the 
Commissioner will not normally investigate a complaint until it has been through our 
own internal review process. 
 
Yours sincerely 
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