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KEY DATES 2021

Please note that the information in the Spring Update 2021 was  
accurate and up to date up until the date of publishing on 16 April 2021.
For up to date news and information please visit the Welsh Government website: www.gov.wales 

May June

17 May 

Single Application  
Form 2021 closes  
(without penalty)

18 May 

Farm Business Grant Yard  
Coverings EOI window opens

Glastir Small Grants Landscape  
and pollinators EOI  

window opens

11 June 
Single Application Form 2021 

closes (subject to  
late penalties)

25 June 

Farm Business Grant Yard 
Coverings EOI window closes

Glastir Woodland restoration 
window 9 closes

Glastir Small Grants Landscapes 
and Pollinators window closes

1

Spring Update 2021



RURAL PAYMENTS WALES

Single Application Form (SAF) 2021
The 2021 SAF Rules Booklet is available on the Welsh Government 
website. Customers should read the Rules Booklet before completing and 
submitting the SAF 2021, as it contains important information on the main 
changes that have been made to Basic Payment Scheme (BPS) 2021 in 
Wales. www.gov.wales/single-application-form-saf-2021-rules-booklet

The online SAF became available on Rural Payments Wales (RPW) Online 
on 1 March 2021. The application window will close on Monday 17 May 
2021, although late applications can be submitted up to and including 
Friday 11 June 2021, subject to late claim payments. No applications can  
be submitted or accepted after 11 June 2021. 

Customers are encouraged to complete their SAF as soon as possible. 
They can contact the Customer Contact Centre using their RPW Online 
account or on 0300 062 5004, if they have any questions.

Alternatively, the Farm Liaison Service (FLS) is available to provide support 
and guidance on the SAF or any other schemes. FLS contact details are 
available at the Welsh Government website at  
www.gov.wales/contact-farm-liaison-service. 
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SAF Digital Assistance
Due to ongoing COVID-19 restrictions Welsh Government Regional 
Offices remain closed to the public. As a result RPW are unable to  
offer face to face ‘Digital Assistance’ appointments this year. 

Please make arrangements to complete your online SAF as soon as 
possible using the available guidance and help available on the Welsh 
Government website and on RPW Online. If you require further assistance 
please contact the Customer Contact Centre on 0300 062 5004.

BPS 2021 payments
All BPS 2021 payments will be made in sterling. This year, an Advance 
payment, worth 70% of the anticipated final BPS 2021 claim value, will be 
made from 15 October 2021, subject to claim eligibility and receipt of all 
necessary supporting documents. Balance payments will be made from  
15 December 2021.
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Transfer of BPS Entitlements 2021 window now open 
The 2021 transfer window of BPS entitlements opened on 4 January 2021, 
with Transfer of Entitlements forms available on the RPW Online account. 

Customers must submit the Transfer of Entitlements form before midnight 
on 15 May 2021 for the entitlements to be available to claim in BPS 2021.

The BPS Transfer of Entitlements Guidance is available on the Welsh 
Government website. www.gov.wales/basic-payment-scheme-transfer-
entitlements-guidance

Multi-Factor Authentication (MFA)
MFA is an effective way of safeguarding RPW Online accounts from 
unauthorised access attempts. In addition to a User ID and password, 
customers need to enter a six digit passcode every time they log into RPW 
Online. The passcode will be sent to a mobile phone or landline number 
which is set up and managed through the Government Gateway. Guidance 
is available on the Welsh Government website. 
www.gov.wales/registering-multi-factor-authentication-existing-user

RPW customers are reminded to ensure their contact details are registered 
and up to date in order to receive the passcode, and future text and/or 
e-mail alerts and reminders.
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RPW Online: Manage My County Parish Holding (CPH) 
Manage My CPH enables keepers to view and maintain the land included 
in their CPH and to create or close a CPH online. The new CPH rules 
provide consistency across all species and improve the ability to respond 
quickly and effectively in the event of a disease outbreak. 

The rules require a ten mile distance rule on the movement of all species 
of livestock; a process for registering temporary land connections and 
temporary CPHs; and that keepers acquiring land for livestock on a 
permanent or temporary basis must notify RPW in advance of moving 
livestock onto the holding in order for the CPH to be updated or for a  
new CPH/temporary CPH to be allocated.

Guidance on CPH & Livestock Movements, including RPW guidance using 
‘Manage My CPH’ and additional e-learning packages is available on the 
Welsh Government website. www.gov.wales/rpw-online-using- 
manage-my-cph

Over the next 12 months, RPW will be writing to registered animal keepers 
as a part of an exercise to close inactive CPH records which are no longer 
used for animal movement reporting. . Keepers are encouraged to look out 
for correspondence relating to CPH records and to respond as instructed  
if appropriate.

RPW will also be contacting registered keepers to update and transition 
CPH details on RPW Online using ‘Manage My CPH’.

RPW ONLINE:  
MANAGE MY CPH

Spring Update 2021
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SUSTAINABLE  
FARMING UPDATE

The consultation on the Agriculture (Wales) White Paper has now closed. 
We would like to thank everyone who has engaged with our proposals  
and responded. An independent analysis of the consultation responses  
will be published alongside our findings from co-design which explored  
the practical application of our proposals with over 1900 farmers  
and stakeholders. 

We will continue to develop our proposals on future support and model a 
range of on farm actions to understand the economic and environmental 
effects. This will allow us to develop detailed proposals on how we will 
support farmers in the future and what actions they will be expected to 
undertake as part of the proposed Sustainable Farming Scheme. We will 
need your help with this. We are planning another phase of co-design 
to seek your views and refine our proposals for the scheme and how the 
transition will work. The challenges presented by the climate emergency 
mean that we have to work together to create a scheme which works for 
both farmers and the environment. 
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TAKING ON  
ADDITIONAL LAND

Taking on additional land?
Keepers taking on temporary land have the following movement  
reporting options:

•  Register the land on Manage My CPH via RPWOnline as either a 
Temporary Land Association (TLA) or Temporary CPH (tCPH);

•  Report the movements to the landowners CPH provided the landowner 
agrees to act as the keeper by taking responsibility for welfare and 
management of the livestock.

A TLA/tCPH can be set up quickly on Manage My CPH, the keeper will 
need to provide a start and end date for the tenure or it can be set up  
to happen on the same date every year for those with rolling  
rental agreements.
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When taking on additional land, keepers must declare that they will have 
sole occupancy of the land and ensure their animals will not mix with 
another keeper’s livestock. 

Please wait until Rural Payments Wales (RPW) have confirmed the 
registration of the TLA/tCPH before using the land.

RPW Customer Contact Centre can assist keepers with either option and 
can be contacted on 0300 062 5004.

www.gov.wales/county-parish-holdings-livestock-movements 

www.gov.wales/rpw-online-using-manage-my-cph 
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TRADING WITH THE  
EU/NORTHERN IRELAND

Keep Your Farm Business Trading with the EU/ Northern Ireland
The way businesses based in Great Britain trade with the European Union 
and Northern Ireland changed on 1 January 2021.

New rules and processes apply to exporting, importing, or moving livestock, 
horses (and other equines), pets, and animal products. 

This follows the signing of the EU–UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement (TCA).

You must now keep up-to-date with new trading practices:

•  New processes for importing or exporting between Great Britain and  
the EU are detailed in the UK Government’s Border Operating Model.

•  Trade arrangements between Great Britain and Northern Ireland are 
outlined in the Northern Ireland Protocol of the Withdrawal Agreement.

•  Food businesses operating in Great Britain need to be listed with the EU, 
should you or your suppliers wish to export products of animal origin to 
the EU or to Northern Ireland.

•  To meet health requirements when exporting live animals or products of 
animal origin from Great Britain to the EU or Northern Ireland, you need 
to register for an Export Health Certificates (EHC) Online account.

•  If your business imports live animals, animal products, or high-risk food 
and feed not of animal origin into Great Britain, you need to register for 
the Import of Products, Animals, Food and Feed System (IPAFFS)  
to submit notifications.

•  Businesses looking to move goods between Great Britain and non-EU 
countries should apply for an Economic Operators Registration and 
Identification (EORI) number.

•  There are new tariffs and customs procedures. You should consider hiring 
a person or business to deal with customs declarations, should you wish 
not to make them yourself.

Spring Update 2021
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There are also new rules for pet travel:

•  We have worked with the European Commission to ensure pet travel 
can continue. Pet owners should check the latest advice and guidance 
before taking their pet to the EU or Northern Ireland. 

•  We are here to support you through the changes. For advice and 
guidance, or to have the latest agriculture news and information direct 
to your inbox, please:

• visit the Preparing Wales website at www.gov.wales/preparing-wales; 

• visit the Business Wales website at www.businesswales.gov.wales; 

•  register for the Gwlad e-newsletter by visiting www.gov.wales, and 
search for ‘Gwlad’;

• visit the UK Government website at www.gov.uk/.

Spring Update 2021
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ANIMAL HEALTH  
AND WELFARE

Animal Health & Welfare webinars… 
helping you protect the health of your stock
As the industry adapts to COVID-19, many farmers are turning to Farming 
Connect for help. Farming Connect have made available a series of 
interactive animal health and welfare ‘webinars’ designed by the National 
Animal Disease Information Service (NADIS), approved by Lantra Awards 
and funded by the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development and 
Welsh Government.

The webinars are free, short, interactive sessions on a wide range of topics 
delivered “remotely” by participating veterinary practices.

Webinar topics include

Antibiotic resistance Lameness
Bovine TB Health planning
Bovine viral diarrhoea (BVD) Parasite control*
Calf rearing Youngstock health

With each webinar lasting under two hours, farmers have the opportunity 
to learn from an expert, to voice any questions and to learn from the 
experience of other participating farmers. 

Webinars are easy to access and can be booked through any participating 
vet practice or online at: www.gov.wales/farmingconnect. 

*  Included as part of the Parasite Control webinar is an online planner which 
enables vets and farmers to compile a parasite control plan for their flock 
and/or herd. Available to view at: www.gov.wales/farmingconnect  
this can be implemented as part of the animal health planning process, 
which focuses on prevention rather than cure.
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IMPLEMENT 
THE

CHANGES

IDENTIFY AREAS 
FOR ACTION OR 
IMPROVEMENT

ASSESS HEALTH 
AND 

PRODUCTIVITY
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Changes to animal disease legislation  
to enable continued trade with the EU
Wales, and other UK Administrations, must extend the range of disease 
that are required to be notified by vets or keepers, or reported by 
diagnostic laboratories, to comply with new EU rules (EU 2020/692) that 
apply to member states and also countries wanting to export to the EU. 

The changes apply to the diseases listed below. For some, suspicion of 
disease in the animal must be notified; for others, detection of the causal 
organism by laboratories must be reported. 

13

Spring Update 2021



EU Animal Health  
Law Listed Disease

In which  
animals?

What  
changes?

Bovine Viral Diarrhoea Cattle, Bison, Buffalo Laboratories must 
report detection

Trichomonosis

Bovine genital campylobacteriosis

Infectious bovine rhinotracheitis/
infectious pustular vulvovaginitis

Cattle, Bison, Buffalo 
Camelidae (Camels, 
Llamas, Alpacas, Vicunas, 
Guanacos) Deer

Paratuberculosis (Johne’s disease) Cattle, Bison, Buffalo, 
Sheep, Goats,  
Camelidae, Deer

Porcine Reproductive and 
Respiratory Syndrome

Pigs, Hogs or Boars

Avian mycoplasmosis Chickens and Turkeys

Avian chlamydiosis Parrots

Q-Fever (Coxiella burnetti) Cattle, Bison, Buffalo, 
Sheep, Goats,

Surra (Trypanosoma evansi) Horses, Donkeys, 
Artiodactyla (cloven-
hooved mammals)

Anyone suspecting 
disease, including 
animal keepers, 
must notifyContagious Caprine 

Pleuropneumonia
Sheep, Goats, Gazelle

Glanders Horses, Goats, Camelidae

Ebola Non-human primates

Infection with Batrachochytrium 
salamandrivorans 

Salamanders

Infestation with Varroa Honey Bees Beekeepers 
and inspectors 
must report the 
presence of Varroa

Government officials across the UK, are currently working with APHA to determine 
the most appropriate notification and reporting systems, for each disease listed. 

Further information and guidance will therefore, be issued prior to implementation.
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Bluetongue Virus (BTV)
Bluetongue is a notifiable insect-borne viral disease, affecting  
all ruminants, including sheep, cattle, goats and camelids. 

Clinical signs
Signs of Bluetongue infection include: Swelling and mouth ulcers, mucus 
discharge from the nose and mouth, swelling of the head/neck (in sheep) 
and tiredness.

Infected pregnant animals may give birth to young that are small,  
blind or malformed. 

Bluetongue in Europe
Bluetongue remains present in mainland Europe. The virus could spread 
into the UK if infected midges are carried by the wind to the south and 
south-east of England, or if infected animals are imported. 

France, Germany, Luxembourg, Italy and Belgium are among some of  
the European countries reporting strains of Bluetongue, notably BTV-4  
and BTV-8. 
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Responsible sourcing of animals 
You should carefully consider the risks and the health status of animals 
before deciding to import stock from BTV affected countries. If you do 
decide to import animals from those countries you should:

•  make sure that imported animals come with the correct paperwork to 
show they have been vaccinated against the relevant strains  
of bluetongue 

•  consider what additional guarantees the seller can provide  
as to the animal’s vaccination status before purchasing  
(for example – by requesting that a pre-export test is  
carried out to prove immunity to BTV) 

•  consider pre-vaccinating your existing flock/herd against the relevant 
strains of BTV ahead of the new animals’ arrival. 

Animals imported from affected countries will have their movements 
restricted until they have been tested for infection and infected animals 
will be culled. Any animals which travelled in the same vehicle and are at 
risk of becoming infected may also be culled. No compensation will be 
paid for the culled animals and all animals on the premises that are at risk 
of becoming infected will be placed under restrictions until it is confirmed 
the disease has not spread.

For more information, please visit: www.gov.wales 
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Avian Influenza – Keeping Your Birds Safe
What is it?
Avian influenza (AI) is a highly contagious viral disease. It affects the 
respiratory, digestive or nervous system of many species of birds. Most 
strains of the virus pose very little risk to human health.

What can you do?
There are a number of measures you can put in place, to prevent the 
spread of this virus and protect your birds.

Practise strict biosecurity on your premises, even if you only keep a few 
birds. Keep wild birds separate from your birds, keep areas where your 
birds live clean and minimise the movement of people in and out of bird 
enclosures. For more information and guidance on how to implement good 
biosecurity, visit: www.gov.wales/biosecurity-and-preventing-disease-
captive-birds 

Be vigilant for signs of disease. Clinical signs to look for include increased 
mortality, respiratory distress and a drop in egg production. If you suspect 
disease you MUST contact the Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA) 
immediately on 0300 303 8268.

Register your birds on the GB Poultry Register. The quickest way to do 
so is online. Please visit: www.gov.uk/poultry-registration. However, you 
can also apply over the phone by calling 0800 634 1112. If you have 50 or 
more birds, you MUST register them by law. If you have fewer than 50, we 
strongly advise you register them also. It will enable us to provide you  
with up to date information and advice on keeping your birds safe.

Report dead wild birds. If you spot a dead wild bird, please call the 
Helpline on 03459 33 55 77. More information is available on our  
website at: www.gov.wales/report-and-dispose-dead-birds

For the latest information on the current situation, please visit: 
www.gov.wales/avian-influenza
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Dog Attacks on Livestock
The Welsh Government is aware dog attacks on livestock have increased 
and, possibly, this is as a result of more people accessing the countryside 
during COVID-19 restrictions. We are aware the costs - financially and 
emotionally – for those who own or find dead and injured livestock, are 
wholly unacceptable, as are the animal welfare implications. 

We take this issue very seriously and would encourage livestock keepers 
to continue to report all incidents to the police. It’s important this 
information is recorded.

The Welsh Government are working closely with the Police Rural Crimes 
Unit and Defra officials to explore and support how changes can be made 
to the non-devolved legislation which applies in this instance and improve 
protection against, and prosecute where needed, incidents of this nature.

NSA Legal Advice for Farmers: www.nationalsheep.org.uk/dog-owners/
advice-for-farmers/2488/legal-advice-for-farmers/
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Biosecurity in the face of disease:
February this year saw the 20th anniversary of the 2001 Foot and 
Mouth Disease (FMD) epidemic that devastated farming and the wider 
rural economy. This epidemic spread widely and rapidly across GB for 
many reasons, including a lack of early detection, high volumes of stock 
movements, and also because FMD is a highly infectious disease, requiring 
strictest biosecurity precautions. 

This anniversary should act as a timely reminder for us all to think about 
ways in which new diseases can be prevented from entering a farm.  
Of course, not all livestock diseases have as big and as immediate an 
impact as FMD, some are much more insidious and invisible. But all can 
adversely affect the health and productivity of a flock, or herd for many 
years to come.

For more guidance please visit: www.gov.wales/biosecurity-guidance
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Low Tuberculosis (TB) Area
Through new technology called Whole Genome Sequencing, we have 
recently identified clear links between strains of Mycobacterium bovis (the 
organism responsible for bovine Tuberculosis), collected from different TB 
incidents in our Low TB Area. Until now, new TB incidents in the Low TB 
Area, brought in with cattle purchased from higher risk areas, have been 
controlled effectively by testing and culling on the infected farm. The 
genetic links identified between breakdowns now suggests, local spread is 
also occurring between TB incidents. 

If you have cattle in the Low TB Area, it is vital you do all you can to 
heighten biosecurity, assessing your farm and farming practices carefully 
to reduce the likelihood of introducing the disease. Ask your private vet to 
help you with this:

•  Think about how your cattle could get infected from cattle belonging to 
another keeper, whether through direct or indirect contact. 

•  Consider how you purchase cattle and use the ibTB website  
(www.ibtb.com) to enable informed purchasing decisions.

•  Take a hard look at farm boundaries. Cattle straying, or being exposed 
to direct nose to nose contact with animals from another herd is a 
means of spread.

• Hiring bulls is a potential risk, so think carefully before you do it.

There is very little evidence, so far, of TB infection in the badger, or deer 
populations of North Wales, but we must not be complacent. Look at 
raising your feed and water troughs and protecting your feed stores and 
cattle buildings from access by wildlife. 

Evidence from examination of dead badgers in the Low TB Area is vital 
to us at this time, so we can identify, as early as possible, any evidence of 
spread to badgers from the cattle population. 

Spring Update 2021
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Badger Found Dead 
As part of the Welsh Government Bovine TB Eradication Programme a 
Contract was awarded to collect badger found dead carcases for post 
mortem purposes.

The purpose of the survey is to continue providing vital information on 
the prevalence of M. bovis in badgers and to investigate the relationship 
between infection in badgers and cattle. This data and analysis will: 

• Assist in the formulation of policy at both local and national levels.

•  Add to epidemiological reporting and be used in the enhanced 
management of TB breakdown herds.

It is important for the farming community to continue reporting dead 
badgers to build on the data already held. If you come across a dead 
badger please call the dedicated badger found dead phone line on  
0808 169 5110 or email badger@bfd.wales

Please note that badger found dead results do not impact on the TB 
status or subsequent testing of livestock on farms.
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21



 

Gall SARS-CoV-2, sef y feirws sy’n achosi COVID19 mewn 
pobl, hefyd effeithio ar rai rhywogaethau o famaliaid.

SARS-CoV-2 the virus which causes COVID19 in 
humans can also affect some species of mammals.

Mae hyn wedi digwydd mewn sawl gwlad felly rydym yn newid ein camau ar gyfer diogelu  
ein mamaliaid. 

Er mwyn gwneud hyn rydym yn cyflwyno’r angen i adrodd ar achosion o’r feirws yma. Os bydd eich 
mamal yn profi’n bositif am SARS-CoV-2 bydd angen hysbysu’r awdurdod perthnasol ynghylch y 
canlyniad hwn. Bydd hyn yn ein galluogi i ddeall ble mae achosion o’r clefyd a pha fesurau y mae 
angen i ni eu cymryd er mwyn ei atal rhag lledaenu.

We have seen this happen in many countries, so we are making changes to 
safeguard our mammals.

To do this, we are making this virus ‘reportable’. This means if your mammal 
tests positive for SARS-CoV-2 this result will need to be reported to the 
relevant authority. This will enable us to understand where the disease is 
and what measures we need to take to stop it from spreading.
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EID CYMRU 

Cattle System Changes, Bovine EID  
and Livestock Consultation Plans
EIDCymru is being developed into the new Welsh multispecies livestock 
traceability system and service and will replace CTS and BCMS who 
currently provide this service for cattle identification and movement 
reporting. Our aim is for the new cattle system to be launched on 
EIDCymru towards the end of this year. 

It had been hoped that the introduction of Bovine EID in Wales would 
be aligned with the launch of cattle on EIDCymru but at present, we do 
not expect for official Bovine EID tags to be available on the market until 
2022 at the earliest. We recommend keepers only order the number of 
conventional tags they require to cover the births of calves expected  
in 2021. 

Welsh Government are currently working with the industry on 
proposals to amend identification, registration and movement reporting 
requirements for all livestock and the consultation detailing these 
proposals, is expected to be launched this Summer.

We will keep you regularly updated on the transition from BCMS to 
EIDCymru, the introduction of Bovine EID and the consultation launch. 
This information will be included in the future editions of the Gwlad 
e-newsletter and shared with industry groups as they emerge.
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FARM LIAISON SERVICE

Farm Liaison Service
The Farm Liaison Service (FLS) fulfils an important role in our drive to 
produce a sustainable and professionally managed industry across Wales. 

The aim is to provide customers with consistent, accurate and professional 
guidance in respect of all farming and rural schemes and policy areas 
administered by Welsh Government.

These include:

• Basic Payment scheme / Glastir

• Rural Development Programme

• Animal health & welfare

• Record-keeping / Inspections

•  Livestock Registrations  
(CTS / EID)

•  Changes to Land areas  
and registrations

• CPH Programme

•  Access to RPW  
Online system

•  Development of  
future schemes

FLS staff are normally present at Welsh Government regional offices across 
Wales, livestock markets, agricultural shows and other events however due 
to COVID -19 restrictions face to face support is not possible currently. 
But please remember that you can contact the team either by phone or 
email at any time – their contact details can be found at  
www.gov.wales/contact-farm-liaison-service

FLS also play pivotal role in supporting farming families dealing with 
difficult situations such as a bereavement in the family or financial 
hardship. FLS works closely with the farming charities and regularly 
signpost farmers to these organisations for additional help if required. 

We are here to help you so please get in touch.
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AGRICULTURAL  
SUPPORT SCHEMES

Farm Business Grant – Yard Coverings

The Farm Business Grant – Yard Coverings aims are:
• To improve existing on-farm infrastructure and nutrient management. 

•  To support separation of rainwater and slurry from livestock feeding 
areas, livestock gathering areas, manure storage areas, slurry stores  
and silage stores.

The second application window for FBG-YC will open on 18 May and 
close on 25 June 2021 with a budget of £2.0m. Further information on the 
scheme’s requirements and eligibility criteria can be found at  
gov.wales/farm-business-grant. Applications and claims must be 
submitted via RPW on-line.

If you are considering making applications for support towards 
infrastructure investments through the Farm Business Grant – Yard 
Coverings, we would encourage you to consider your investment carefully, 
seek advice where appropriate and initiate the planning process as soon 
as possible. Starting the planning process early, even before an EOI round 
begins, will not affect your eligibility to apply.

Glastir Small Grants – Landscape and Pollinators
Glastir Small Grants is a programme of capital works available to farming 
businesses across Wales to carry out projects that will help to address 
the three themes of Carbon, Water and Landscape & Pollinators. The next 
round will be the Landscape & Pollinators theme. The EOI window will 
open on 18 May and close on 25 June. This round will have a budget of 
£1.5m. Successful applicants will need to complete the capital works and 
submit the final claim via RPW on-line. Further information and detail on 
the environmental investments that can be supported can be found at:  
www.gov.wales/glastir

Spring Update 2021
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WALES RURAL NETWORK

Wales Rural Network Support Unit 
The role of the WRNSU is to facilitate the networking process and the 
engagement of stakeholders by sharing information, best practice and 
expertise across Wales, UK and Europe. 

The team works alongside RDP scheme managers and delivery bodies to 
identify networking opportunities and to support the wider WRN. The Unit 
also has a comprehensive list of stakeholders who we regularly engage with. 

Supported projects in the Agriculture & Horticulture sector include: 

•  Digital Farming – Cwm a Mynydd, Caerphilly County Borough Council and 
Aberystwyth University along with Ystum Tech worked together on this 
innovative GEOM project to explore how relevant data can be captured 
and presented as useful information to farmers.

www.businesswales.gov.wales/walesruralnetwork/news-events-and-
case-studies/case_study/digital-farming

•  Fit For Farming – The project targets farmers and individuals who are 
working in an isolated profession to improve health, wellbeing and  
self-esteem of those living in rural areas of Conwy. 

www.businesswales.gov.wales/walesruralnetwork/news-events-and-
case-studies/case_study/fit-farming
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We delivered a successful range of virtual thematic events in 2020 through 
Microsoft Teams and are planning a continued programme of events for the 
coming year. You can find a list of them here:  
www.businesswales.gov.wales/walesruralnetwork/news-events-and-
case-studies/event 

Connect with the Wales Rural Network for more information about RDP 
projects, case studies and the latest news.      

www.facebook.com/WalesRuralNet      

@WalesRuralNet 

E-mail: ruralnetwork@gov.wales 

Website: www.businesswales.gov.wales/walesruralnetwork 
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FLOODING AND  
COASTAL EROSION

Who is responsible and who can help?

Main river flooding occurs when rivers and larger streams cannot contain the flow of
water. Contact NRW in this case.

Flooding from ordinary watercourses involves smaller streams that aren’t 
recognised as main rivers. Contact your Local Authority (LA) in this case.

Flooding from surface water or ‘pluvial flooding’ is caused by flash floods which 
exceed the capacity of soil and sewers. Contact your Local Authority (LA) in this case.

Flooding from Groundwater occurs when water rises from underground and 
the soil becomes saturated. Contact your Local Authority (LA) in this case.

Coastal Flooding occurs when high tides combine with severe weather, 
leading to storm surges and large waves. Contact NRW in this case.

Coastal Erosion is the wearing away of land by wave action, weathering 
or high winds. NRW and your Local Authority (LA) in this case.

Sewer Flooding occurs when the capacity of a sewer system is exceeded. 
Water and sewerage companies are responsible for this..

Flooding from Reservoirs occurs when above ground water storage fails 
and spills onto the surrounding area. Contact the Reservoir owner.

Flooding from Roads occurs when the volume of rainwater does not drain away 
through existing drainage systems. Contact the Highway Authorities.

Risk Management Authorities’ Contact Details:
> Sewer flooding will depend on the Water Company responsible for the system. 

> The Highway Authorities are the Welsh Government for motorways and major trunk roads and Local     
Authorities for other roads.

> If you are a Riparian Landowner, meaning you own land next to a waterway, you may be responsible 
for maintaining and repairing a flood defence. To learn more contact NRW for main rivers or your LA for 
ordinary watercourses.

> To report an incident to NRW call 03000 653 000 or visit naturalresources.wales/about-us/contact-us/
report-an-environenmental-incident/ To find your LA visit www.gov.uk/find-local-council
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USEFUL CONTACT  
DETAILS

Addington Fund 01926 620 135
Animal and Plant Health  
Agency (APHA)

0300 303 8268

Badger Found Dead Survey 0808 169 5110
British Cattle Movement  
Service (BCMS)

0345 050 3456

DPJ Foundation 0800 587 4262
EID Cymru 01970 636 959
Farming Connect 08456 000 813
Farming Community  
Network (FCN)

03000 111 999

Lantra Wales 01982 552 646

Natural Resources Wales (NRW) 0300 065 3000
Quality Welsh Food 
Certification Body

01970 636 688

Royal Agricultural Benevolent 
Institution (RABI)

0808 281 9490

Rural Payement Wales  
Customer Contact Centre

0300 062 5004

TB Helpline 0800 496 1439

Tir Dewi 0800 121 4722
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NEW HCC CHAIR  
ANNOUNCED

It was recently announced that Catherine Smith will take over as chair 
of Hybu Cig Cymru in April. We caught up with her as she prepares to 
succeed Kevin Roberts in the role.

How long have you worked in food and farming?
Professionally, I have worked as a food business consultant for the last  
20 years, mainly specialising in the red meat supply chain. My husband and 
I live on a mixed farm in Monmouthshire with our three sons. Farming and 
the agricultural industry is very important to me and having grown up on a 
family farm I have a clear understanding and appreciation of its role at the 
heart of Welsh commerce and culture. 
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What is a typical work day for you?
I work with a range of food manufacturers, predominantly in the red meat 
sector, and a typical day will begin with an early start; pre-COVID-19,  
I would often have been on site with a client by 6am. My work schedule is 
driven by client demands and is often incredibly varied, one day I may be 
liaising with the FSA and another dealing with a new product development 
launch or key client account. I enjoy the fact that no two days are ever  
the same. 

Why did you want to be a part of the HCC Board?
I applied to be a HCC Board Member four years ago because I wanted 
to make a positive contribution to the industry that has been both part 
of my heritage and the cornerstone of my career. I believe we have the 
opportunity to elevate PGI Welsh Beef and PGI Welsh Lamb to becoming 
truly world class, global sustainable brands. I am honoured to now be 
taking over the role of Chair and leading the organisation in the delivery  
of this vision.

What have you worked on during your time on the HCC Board?
Since 2017 I have been a member of the HCC Communication and Audit 
& Risk committees. I have also chaired the HCC Flock and Herd Health 
and Welfare Working Group. I’m delighted to be taking our Vision 2025 
strategy forward now as Chair of the Board having helped to shape it in  
my previous role as a Board member.
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AGRICULTURAL  
POLLUTION REGULATIONS

The Control of Agricultural Pollution Regulations
The Water Resources (Control of Agricultural Pollution) (Wales) 
Regulations 2021 came into force on 1 April 2021 for initial requirements, 
with transitional periods to phase in the remainder over a period of three 
and a half years.  

What has been announced?
Regulatory measures to address agricultural pollution will be introduced 
and will apply to all farms across Wales. 

In summary, the regulations include the following requirements:

• Nutrient management planning;

• Sustainable fertiliser applications linked to the requirement of the crop;

•  Protection of water from pollution related to when, where and how 
fertilisers are spread; and

• Manure and silage storage standards

The pre-1991 SAFFO exemption for store construction standards will 
remain in place and provided farms meet the requirements of the storage 
period it may not be necessary to build new storage.
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When will the regulations apply?
The measures will be phased-in over the next three and a half years for 
the majority of farms. For land within previously designated NVZs, all rules 
apply from 1 April. A summary of the main requirements for each phase is 
outlined below:

Phase 1 – from 1 April 2021

•  Notice of construction – 14 days’ notice to NRW before construction 
begins on a new or improved slurry or silage store (from 28 April). 

•  Field inspections – to consider risk factors of when and where to spread 
nitrogen fertiliser taking into account weather and ground conditions 
and slope.

• Mandatory buffer zones – as per existing cross compliance requirements. 

• Incorporation of organic manure into the surface of bare soil or stubble. 

• Closed periods for spreading manufactured nitrogen fertiliser. 

• Silage making and storage requirements (as per SSAFO).
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Phase 2 – from 1 January 2023

•  Risk Maps – produce a risk map of holding identifying areas not to 
spread, e.g. surface waters.

• Controlling the spread of Nitrogen fertiliser 

• Storage of Organic Manure (other than slurry) 

• Temporary field heaps 

• Nitrogen limits 

• Import/Export of manure

•  Nutrient Management Plans – to determine the optimum amount of 
nitrogen that should be spread on the crop (including grassland) and 
produce a written plan for each calendar year before any spreading 
takes place. 

•  Record keeping requirements – exemptions apply from keeping 
specified records if the holding is 80% grass, organic manure is  
<100kg/ha and manufactured N <90kg/ha and no organic manure 
 is brought onto the holding. 
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Phase 3 – from 1 August 2024

•  Closed periods for spreading organic manure with high readily  
available nitrogen.

•  Storage capacity - sufficient capacity to meet the requirements of  
the manures produced during the storage period. 

•  Note SAFFO slurry storage - requirements remain in place until  
1 August 2024. 

The phased approach has been taken to provide time for farming 
businesses to adapt where necessary, particularly where infrastructure 
improvements are needed. The requirements of the new Regulations will 
be included within Cross Compliance but only from the date from which 
they first apply. 

Guidance and Support
There will be a range of support available through Farming Connect  
during the transition periods looking at different aspects of the 
Regulations in detail. 
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Detailed guidance documents have been published on the Welsh 
Government website providing a step-by-step approach to the 
implementation of the regulations. The latest information can be  
found on our website:  
www.gov.wales/land-management

Financial and Scheme Support
To support farms to reach compliance, funding has been made  
available for farmers through the Sustainable Production Grant  
to improve nutrient management and water quality. 

Much of this funding was specifically allocated to support nutrient 
management / water quality and therefore could support farms 
to reach compliance.

Sustainable Production Grant (SPG)
The SPG offers support for farming businesses to invest in infrastructure 
improvements. Future support through the SPG will be kept under review. 

Farm Business Grant (FBG) 
Future support through the FBG will be kept under review. 

Farm Business Grant – Yard Coverings (FBG-YC) 
A new Farm Business Grant (FBG-YC) scheme was recently launched to 
support farm businesses to improve nutrient management and water 
quality by separating rainwater from slurry. A window of FBG-YC, with  
over £2.0m allocated, will open on 18 May 2021.
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THE PRINCE’S  
COUNTRYSIDE FUND

The Prince’s Countryside Fund (PCF) was established by 
HRH The Prince of Wales in 2010 and aims to ensure that 
the UK has thriving family farms and rural communities, 
encouraged and recognised for their role in creating a 
sustainable future for the countryside and our whole nation. 

FREE business skills training worth £2,000 per farm
Family farm businesses still have time to sign up for The Prince’s Farm 
Resilience Programme. The programme provides free business skills and 
environmental management training (worth £2000 per farm), delivered  
by expert consultants, and is suitable for all livestock and dairy farmers.

This year, the Programme is running in two locations across Wales:  
Tregaron, Ceredigion and Llyn Peninsula, Caernarfonshire. 

The Llyn Peninsula group will commence virtually in May, and the Tregaron 
group will commence in September. To find out more and sign up, please 
visit: www.princescountrysidefund.org.uk/farmresilience 

Jordans Sustainable Agriculture Bursary
Applications are open to agriculture students that are passionate about 
nature friendly farming can apply for a bursary worth £5,000 to support 
them throughout their studies. Now in its third year, the bursary is open 
exclusively to agriculture undergraduates at the Royal Agricultural  
University and the University of Reading, starting in September 2021.

The Sustainable Agriculture Bursary offers six successful applicants £5,000 
of funding support. Each of the winners receive a £3000 cash award in their 
first year (provided by Jordans and The Prince’s Countryside Fund), and a 
further £1000 cash award (provided by their university) in both their  
second and third years of study, alongside expert mentoring, alumni  
activity, a stand-out CV and much more. 

To find out more and apply, please visit:  
www.princescountrysidefund.org.uk/jordans 
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WALES FARM  
SAFETY PARTNERSHIP 
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Farming Connect Advisory Service
Up to 100% funded advice is available for your agricultural or forestry business. 

Advice on creating business plans, infrastructure planning, soil sampling, rotational grazing, 
diversification, forestry management, forage analysis and more! 

We can help. Registered businesses can apply for:
  80% funded one to one advice      100% fully funded group advice 

Apply today:
Phone us 08456 000 813

Contact your local development officer
Search Farming Connect Advisory Service
Website www.gov.wales/farmingconnect

Do you want to improve your Microsoft Excel spreadsheet skills?

Learn how simple it is to set up and input data into a Microsoft Excel spreadsheet or 
‘workbook’ to store the information you need. 

If you are registered with Farming Connect, why not apply for a three-hour fully-
funded Microsoft Excel training course, at a time and date you can select?

We can help you decide which level of training you  
need or you can apply for both.

•  Basic Microsoft Excel skills – for complete beginners

•  Intermediate Microsoft Excel skills – for those who 
already understand the basics

For further information or to register interest, call the Farming Connect Service Centre on  
08456 000 813 or visit www.gov.wales/farmingconnect 

40



All businesses MUST be registered with Farming Connect. 

Farmers and vets must confirm their interest with Farming Connect before  
any sampling/testing takes place. Limited funding available. 

Testing must take place within 30 days of issue date.
Maximum of one clinic per registered business.  

Funding will be allocated on a first-come, first-served basis. 

Blood testing (trace elements, metabolic profiling, Johnes)

GENETIC DISORDERS / SCREENING

Ecto parasites (Scab)

IBRLeptospirosis

Ram or bull fertility FEC

Animal Health Clinic 
Sampling, testing and one-to-one advice from local vets is 
available for Welsh farm businesses registered with Farming 
Connect. Suggested list of testing and advice available:

www.gov.wales/farmingconnect

For further details, contact Helen Lewis – 01970 631 425 
or email helen.lewis@menterabusnes.co.uk

Bacteriology – culture and sensitivity, lameness, postmortem
Any animal health related issues
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VENTURE 
GET ON

THE 
FARMING 
LADDER

Do you want to Venture into running 
your own farming business?
Venture matches new entrants with established landowners and provides 
business and legal guidance to set up a joint venture.

The following opportunities are currently advertised. 

To see the full details for these farms and to apply for an opportunity,  
search for Farming Connect Venture or contact your local Venture Officer.

Location Size  
(hectares) Sector Ref. 

No

Carmarthen 10
Beef & 

Sheep with 
diversification

486

Carmarthen 40 Sheep 105

Hay on Wye 10 Horticulture 635

Llanelli 120 Dairy 613
Cardigan 81 Dairy 630
Caerphilly 240 Dairy 586

Pembrokeshire 185 Dairy 644
Conwy 47 Dairy 340

Llangefni 50 Beef 468

105

Are you already farming alongside or in partnership with another individual but 
needing to formalise the arrangement? Do you want to increase your investment 
or commitment to the business? Venture can help, so get in touch today.

On the other hand, if you are a landowner who would like to offer an 
opportunity for an enthusiastic new entrant with fresh ideas and energy, 
contact us to advertise your opportunity anonymously. 

08456 000 813 
www.gov.wales/farmingconnect

Venture Officer North Wales Venture Officer South Wales

Gwydion Owen
gwydion.owen@menterabusnes.co.uk

07498 055416

Delyth Jones
delyth.jones@menterabusnes.co.uk

07985 155670

486

635

613

630

586

644

340
468

80
have completed the 
process and have 

established their new 
joint ventures

85
people are already 

matched up and are 
working on their 

business plans
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Four grazing experts join the  
Welsh Pasture Project for 2021

#Welshpastureproject 

PROSIECT 
PORFA CYMRU

WELSH PASTURE 
PROJECT

Wales has a huge competitive advantage in its ability to reliably grow large amounts 
of high-quality grass. When managed correctly grazed grass provides high value feed 
for animals, reduces use of nitrogen fertiliser, can sequester carbon in the soil and is 
linked to consistent higher profits on farm. 

The Welsh Pasture Project aims to provide information and management advice 
based on regional grass growth trends, which have been carefully recorded by 
the dedicated project farmers. If you are interested in improving your grazing 
management BUT not currently measuring grass, this project is for you! 

Research has shown farmers that manage grass well are more resilient to 
weather events and consistently more profitable.

MORE FARMS AND MORE GROWTH RATES FOR 2021!
For 2021, we have increased the number of farms to 49. There is a range of systems, 
land types and experience levels of farms and farmers where all will measure their grass 
growth every 7–14 days from March to November. 

Expert grass based farmers – New for 2021, we have four grazing experts! 
These four farmers have been chosen based on their excellent grassland management 
skills and knowledge to provide an insight into their system and timely decision-making 
information over the year.

For further information, visit www.gov.wales/farmingconnect or  
call the Farming Connect Service Centre on 08456 000 813

Ianto Pari  
Beef and sheep farmer 

Gwynedd

Rhys Williams  
Dairy farmer  

Gwynedd

Andrew Giles  
Dairy farmer  

Powys

Bleddyn Davies  
Sheep farmer 
Ceredigion
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WHERE CAN I GET HELP?

WHERE CAN  
I GET HELP?

Mind Cymru 
0300 123 3393 
info@mind.org.uk The DPJ Foundation 

0800 5874262 
kate@thedpjfoundation

Farm Liaison Service 
0300 0255449 
farmliasonservice@gov.wales

Tir Dewi 
0800 1214722 
mail@tirdewi.co.uk

Farmwell Wales 
www.farmwell.wales

Farming Connect 
08456 000813

The Addington Fund 
01926 620135

The Farming  
Community 
Network 
03000 111 999 
help@fcn.org.uk

Rural Payments 
Wales Customer 
Contact Centre 
0300 0625004

Royal Agricultural  
Benevolent Institution 
0808 2819490 
help@rabi.org.uk

Get in touch with us...
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