
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ein cyf/Our ref: ATISN 14926 
 
 
 

2 March 2021 
 
 
Dear  
 
ATISN 14926 Request for correspondence between the Welsh Sports 
Association and Welsh Government with regard to the current prohibition on 
driving to fish 
 
Thank you for your request which I received on 22nd February 2021.  Apologies for 
the delay in responding to your query. We have been dealing with large amounts of 
correspondence during recent weeks on various subjects.  
You asked for: 
 

1. All correspondence between the Welsh Sports Association and Welsh 
Government with regard to the current prohibition on driving to fish. 

 
2. All correspondence between Baroness Eluned Morgan and the Welsh 

Sports Association, with particular regard to the wellbeing benefit of 
fishing for anglers  
 

3. All correspondence between Lord Elis-Thomas and the Welsh Sports 
Association, with particular regard for the benefits for rural economies 
of angling in Wales 
 

4. The WG rationale for allowing anglers to walk of cycle to fish, but 
anglers with mobility issues, or those anglers living in rural areas, not 
being allowed to drive to fish 
 

Our response: 
 
We have conducted all the necessary searches, and I can confirm we hold no 
information related to the requests in points 1, 2, or 3. 

 
As highlighted by the First Minister on 19 February, Wales must remain at alert level 
four in our published Control Plan, the highest level of restrictions for at least another 
few weeks. This means that we must all continue to stay at home to reduce the risk 
of transmission further and not to take unnecessary journeys. The decision to stay at 



this level is due to the fact that virus rates still being high at the moment, and to use 
any available head room to allow a safe return to school for our very youngest 
students.   
 
You can leave home as often as you like to exercise and you can now exercise in 
public outdoor places with: 
 

 members of your household or support bubble, or 

 with people from one other household, as long as the total number of people 
exercising is no more than 4 (excluding any carers or children under 11 from 
either of those households). 

 
Information about what the types of sport, exercise and outdoor activity allowable 
under alert level 4 can be found in our Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) here:  
 
https://gov.wales/alert-level-4-frequently-asked-questions#section-58322 
 
Exercise should be undertaken locally and must start and finish at your home or the 
home of your support bubble. In general this must not involve people driving to a 
location away from home for this purpose. No journeys of any significant distance 
should be taken, for example, just in order to exercise in the countryside or at beauty 
spots. This is the law and not just guidance. Police can fine people who travel 
beyond their local area to beauty spots. 
 
Disabled people or people with a physical or mental illness or impairment may, 
however, need to travel from their home in order to be able to exercise. For example, 
some wheelchair users may not be able to start to exercise immediately outside their 
homes for practical access reasons, and may need to drive to a suitable flat location, 
such as a park, for this purpose. 
 
In these circumstances the journey should be to the nearest convenient accessible 
location and no long journeys should be undertaken unless absolutely necessary. 
 
The FAQs explain that activities such as fishing or horse riding are not specifically 
prohibited. However, the need to carry sports equipment isn’t regarded as a 
justification for driving in these circumstances and you must not drive to get to 
somewhere to exercise unless the circumstances described immediately above 
apply. This will mean in practice most people cannot do these things while we are in 
alert level 4. 
 
The next 21 day review takes place on 19 February, and as part of this process 
Ministers both take on board the concerns and views of the public, but also the 
expert advice from the medical and scientific experts and of course review the 
relevant data for Wales, to consider what and if any changes can be made. We are 
already seeing some positive signs from the lockdown with transmission rates falling, 
and with the vaccination rollout well underway. We are hopeful of allowing us all to 
resume activities we enjoy soon, including angling. But these changes will only 
happen when the science and data tells us it is safe to do so, it is important we do 
not rush into anything which may lead to an increase in coronavirus cases in Wales. 
 

https://gov.wales/alert-level-4-frequently-asked-questions#section-58322


 
If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you 
can ask for an internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response.  
Requests for an internal review should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s 
Freedom of Information Officer at: Information Rights Unit, Welsh Government, 
Cathays Park, Cardiff, CF10 3NQ or Email: Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales 
 
Please remember to quote the ATISN reference number above.     
 
You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner.  The 
Information Commissioner can be contacted at:   
 
Information Commissioner’s Office,  
Wycliffe House,  
Water Lane,  
Wilmslow,  
Cheshire,  
SK9 5AF  
 
However, please note that the Commissioner will not normally investigate a 
complaint until it has been through our own internal review process. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

mailto:Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales

