
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Parc Cathays ● Cathays Park 
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CF10 3NQ   

   

   

 

E-mail request 
 
 
Our ref: ATISN 14918 
Date: 16 March 2021 
 
Dear  
 
ATISN 14918 
 
Thank you for your request which I received on 18 February 2021.  You asked for the following 
information: 
 

1)  a total count of the amount of deaths due to lockdown  
2)  any reports that have been done in regards to the deaths caused by lockdown. 

 
Question 1 response 
 
Welsh Government does not hold this information.  
 
There is currently no accurate data on the number of deaths that can be attributed directly to 
lockdown and other interventions Deaths as a result of Covid-19 are available at the Public Health 
Wales Rapid Covid-19 surveillance dashboard at  
https://public.tableau.com/profile/public.health.wales.health.protection#!/vizhome/RapidCOVID-
19virology-Public/Headlinesummary under the ‘PHW deaths’ and ‘ONS deaths’ tab. Please note 
the PHW figures do not include deaths outside of hospitals and care homes or where Covid-19 
was not confirmed with a positive laboratory test. The ONS figures report on both suspected and 
confirmed Covid-19 deaths, using data available through the death registration process. The true 
number of Covid-19 deaths will likely be higher. 
 
The Office for National Statistics (ONS) collect and produce mortality statistics for England and 
Wales based on information from the death registration process. They publish weekly statistics on 
deaths involving Covid-19 (i.e. Covid-19 was mentioned on the death certificate as a contributory 
cause of death) and excess deaths, which measures additional deaths compared to previous 
years, as well as monthly statistics on deaths due to Covid-19 (i.e. where Covid-19 was identified 
as the underlying (main) cause on the death certificate). For further information on this data, please 
contact the ONS at health.data@ons.gov.uk. 
 

 
 
Question 2 response 
 
The following provides a link to the Welsh Government impact assessments which considered the 
indirect impacts of lockdown- https://gov.wales/impact-assessments-coronavirus  
 

https://public.tableau.com/profile/public.health.wales.health.protection#!/vizhome/RapidCOVID-19virology-Public/Headlinesummary
https://public.tableau.com/profile/public.health.wales.health.protection#!/vizhome/RapidCOVID-19virology-Public/Headlinesummary
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ons.gov.uk%2Fpeoplepopulationandcommunity%2Fbirthsdeathsandmarriages%2Fdeaths%2Fbulletins%2Fdeathsregisteredweeklyinenglandandwalesprovisional%2FpreviousReleases&data=04%7C01%7CCentralDepartments-FOIDP%40gov.wales%7C0b350706bb6f447540f208d8d32a40cf%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637491525709320426%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=T0K64%2F01NBP183gx9gDCSaF5dutu6S8jbg0I75ppmo0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ons.gov.uk%2Fpeoplepopulationandcommunity%2Fbirthsdeathsandmarriages%2Fdeaths%2Fdatasets%2Fmonthlymortalityanalysisenglandandwales&data=04%7C01%7CCentralDepartments-FOIDP%40gov.wales%7C0b350706bb6f447540f208d8d32a40cf%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637491525709325410%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=rQ9Ts2nO7tTe%2FQitZGkR0rIsRO0%2Fo1wifin%2FxQk9shY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fhealth.data%40ons.gov.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7CCentralDepartments-FOIDP%40gov.wales%7C0b350706bb6f447540f208d8d32a40cf%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637491525709335362%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=z1SLuNjm0Ba8JQPgiTDKNiLW1ouTlfY0QkbMHrrDrnA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fimpact-assessments-coronavirus&data=04%7C01%7CJamie.Jenkins%40gov.wales%7C2a1fccdd7edd462f48dc08d8e47b3f5d%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637510565272652852%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=xReT8IuSD8trV6UfGFDhReFOMQiboeAwwetjsvw0nXo%3D&reserved=0


The Welsh Government Technical Advisory Cell, which works with SAGE to provide the scientific 
evidence supporting the government response to Covid-19, has also published the attached paper 
that is relevant- https://gov.wales/technical-advisory-cell-coronavirus-covid-19-and-health-
inequalities. 
 
A critical point that should be noted is that without these interventions to protect public health and 
limit spread of the virus, the number of deaths would certainly have been significantly higher. If the 
rate of deaths being observed at the peak period of infection before the effect of lockdowns took 
hold were to continue, this would represent a significant amount of cumulative harm and the 
prevention of further deaths was in large part due to the restrictions put in place. 
Furthermore, if the virus were allowed to spread freely the NHS would rapidly become 
overwhelmed by the demand for care, resulting in additional deaths for those suffering from Covid-
19 who are unable to receive treatment as well as the knock-on impact of other non-Covid 
emergency care services. Finally, it should be acknowledged that Covid-19 causes suffering 
beyond the recorded deaths - for many the disease can be both physically and mentally traumatic 
and there is increasing evidence for the long-term effects of post- Covid-19 syndromes or ‘long-
covid’, which can greatly affect the quality of life of those affected. 
 
The Health Protection (Coronavirus Restrictions) (No. 5) (Wales) Regulations 2020 provide for a 
system of alert levels in Wales, as set out in the Welsh Government’s updated Coronavirus Control 
Plan. They require that a review of restrictions is undertaken every three weeks.   
 
If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you can ask for an 
internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response.  Requests for an internal review 
should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s Freedom of Information Officer at:  
 
Information Rights Unit,  
Welsh Government, 
Cathays Park,  
Cardiff,  
CF10 3NQ  
 
or Email: Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales 
 
Please remember to quote the ATISN reference number above.     
 
You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner.  The Information 
Commissioner can be contacted at:  Information Commissioner’s Office,  
Wycliffe House,  
Water Lane,  
Wilmslow,  
Cheshire,  
SK9 5AF. 
 
However, please note that the Commissioner will not normally investigate a complaint until it has 
been through our own internal review process. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

https://gov.wales/technical-advisory-cell-coronavirus-covid-19-and-health-inequalities
https://gov.wales/technical-advisory-cell-coronavirus-covid-19-and-health-inequalities
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fcoronavirus-control-plan-alert-levels-wales-coming-out-lockdown&data=04%7C01%7CJamie.Jenkins%40gov.wales%7C2a1fccdd7edd462f48dc08d8e47b3f5d%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637510565272662813%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Tv05cdrWFW6P%2F2n%2BslnpeJoe3LdBNZemMLADZizge%2F4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fcoronavirus-control-plan-alert-levels-wales-coming-out-lockdown&data=04%7C01%7CJamie.Jenkins%40gov.wales%7C2a1fccdd7edd462f48dc08d8e47b3f5d%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637510565272662813%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Tv05cdrWFW6P%2F2n%2BslnpeJoe3LdBNZemMLADZizge%2F4%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales

