
Freelancer Pledge Working Group 

10 February 2021 

10.30 – 12pm main session 

Note of meeting  

Attendees  

[Information redacted] 

Notes and actions from the previous meeting (Paper 1) 

[Information redacted] notified the group regarding the new announcement of £8.9m 

further funding to support freelancers in Wales. He explained that all freelancers who 

have received funding in phase 1,2 & 3 will be eligible for further support providing 

they complete the eligibility declaration.  

[Information redacted] also advised that a local authority discretionary fund would be 

available for those who hadn’t already received funding.  

The group commented that this was welcome news.  

[Information redacted] raised the point that there was no simultaneous translation 

services available and asked if it could be reinstated. It was also asked if technical 

issues had contributed to the withdrawal of the services. Several members of the 

group echoed [Information redacted] comments that they’d like translation services 

to be reinstated.  

[Information redacted] responded by saying that translation services had been made 

available for the first four meetings, however due to no one using them it was 

decided to withdraw them to save money. [Information redacted] also noted that if 

translation services are to be reinstated then they must be used. [Information 

redacted] also confirmed that providing translation services via Microsoft Teams is 

problematic.  

[Information redacted] asked if an alternative method such as Zoom could be used 

for future meetings.  

[Information redacted] confirmed that Zoom had previously been used, and 

[Information redacted] also noted that WG is unable to host Zoom meetings but we 

can join them.  

[Information redacted] noted that Arts Council Wales has a Zoom account which 

would be able to facilitate these meetings. 

Action: Investigate alternative methods to host meeting which would enable 

translation services to be used.  

[Information redacted] asked if the action points should contain details of who will be 

completing them along with a timescale. 

Action: Add in details of who is completing actions and provide a date.  



Tax and employment status issues 

[Information redacted] provided an overview of the history of tax and employment 

status issues. 

[Information redacted] also recognised that the Welsh Government has done a good 

job in recognising the importance of, and supporting freelancers. Money in England 

has been used for mothballing venues.  

[Information redacted] stated that normally freelancers are self-employed or in 

Personal Service Companies (PSC’s) and provided a background into Corporation 

Tax and National Insurance. 

[Information redacted] provided information about IR35’s and explained how the 

legislation was changed in 1999 to look at the direct relationship between the client 

and worker and ignore any intermediaries. However enforcement became difficult 

and subsequently the law was changed in the public sector in 2017 where the tax 

liability was changed from the individual to the client.  

Comments were made by freelancers about the pandemic hitting PSC’s and the 

system let down freelancers as there was limited avenues of support.   

[Information redacted] advised that two comprehensive guides on the issues raised 

in [Information redacted] presentation are available and can be shared with members 

of the group. 

Action: Share the comprehensive tax guides with the working group 

Clwstwr presentation on the Creative Economy Atlas Cymru  

[Information redacted] introduced herself as the [Information redacted] for Creative 

Cardiff. Explained that Creative Cardiff is a network for creative works in the city that 

was launched in 2015 that holds events, research and projects. 

[Information redacted] explained that Cardiff was recognised as a British Clwstwr 

hub in 2018. It is a partnership between Cardiff University, Cardiff Met, and 

University of South Wales and its role is to bring together organisations and 

broadcasters across the country. It is a funded research and development 

programme which aims to contribute to economic growth.  

Creative Economy Atlas Cymru is an interactive online platform that maps Wales’ 

creative ecosystem and gathers data on current and potential creative projects. It is 

a way for freelancers to find out about different companies and organisations.  

[Information redacted] gave a demonstration of the interactive map and how it 

works.  

[Information redacted] asked the group whether it is better for us to align the 

potential portal with something that is already available and developed rather than 

creating a completely new tool/portal.  

Some members of the group commented that it would be better to add on our tool to 

something that was already available.  



[Information redacted] suggested that the next meeting should be used to discuss 

exactly what the new portal would need and what it would aim to do.  

[Information redacted] stated that everything would need to be on one platform and 

it would have to be accessible for all. He confirmed that the taskforce are currently 

mapping out all freelancers and it would be useful to potentially add this layer to the 

atlas.  

[Information redacted] confirmed that we would send a paper out to members asking 

questions on what the new portal would need to include/do.  

World Freelancers Day is on June 17th. It was asked whether this group could do 

something for this. 

[Information redacted] highlighted the WAWN wellbeing network which already has 

a directory for employees and employers.  

[Information redacted] confirmed the need for us to be aware of current platforms 

that are available to avoid overlapping.  

[Information redacted] sent a document about an opportunity with the Weston 

Jerwood Creative Bursary Scheme and it was commented by members that this 

document was very accessible to freelancers and that similar language should be 

used with a portal.  

[Information redacted] explained that we are looking for a culture change on how the 

creative sector works with and treats freelancers, and that we will be looking at old 

and new money when doing this.  

It was suggested that we would ask Jerwood to present to the group at some point.  

Action: Invite Jerwood to a future meeting. 

Update on current activity  

Public Service Bodies have been written to. We will invite them to a future meeting. 

Town Centre Regeneration: Creative Wales are leading on a piece of work on how creative 

industries can contribute to this.  

 
Timeline of activity 

Freelancer day in June could be a possible deadline for this group to do something.  

[Information redacted] will create a timeline of what has been achieved so far. 

Action: WG to create a timeline of what has been achieved so far. 

 
AOB 

It was stated that there are discussions ongoing about the CRF and how we can 

support the sector that will still be shut after March.  



[Information redacted] asked how the evaluation tender of the CRF would link in. 

Creative Wales are leading on this and that freelancers are a part of it. A consultant 

will be brought in to create the report on this.  

[Information redacted] will chair the next meeting on behalf of Local Authorities. Arts 

Council could host via Zoom and WG can arrange a translator.  

Action: WG to [Information redacted] arrange next meeting. 
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