
Freelancer Pledge Working Group 

14 January 2021 

10 – 10:30 freelancer members only 

10:30 – 12:00 all members  

Note of meeting from 10:30 

Attendees  

[Information redacted] 

 

Freelancer only meeting note  

Freelancers discussed representation in the working group for the first half hour of 

the meeting. We raised lack of geographical diversity, visual arts representation, 

disabled freelancers, and ethnicity. Freelancers to email interested names to 

[Information redacted] before next meeting. [Information redacted] will collate list and 

send out to freelancers. Freelancers to discuss the names and decide on 3-4 new 

freelancers to join the working group. [Information redacted] will suggest names from 

the [Information redacted]. Confirmed at meeting that accessibility costs will be 

covered by Welsh Government 

Welcome and Introductions  

[Information redacted] welcomed everyone to the meeting and apologies were noted 

from: 

[Information redacted] 

Notes and actions from the previous meeting (Paper 1) 

[Information redacted] requested if the previous minutes could be amended to reflect 

that she was not present at the meeting 

Action: [Information redacted] to update minutes 

[Information redacted] asked for the wording on page 3 to be changed from “artist” to 

“creative” 

Action: [Information redacted] to update wording in the previous minutes 

[Information redacted] asked if the wording of the freelancer pledge could be 

updated to reflect “what kind of freelancers are covered by the pledge” 

Action: [Information redacted] to update pledge and re-circulate to freelance 

members   

[Information redacted] stated that discussions are still taking place regarding the 

additional funding for freelancers who have been successful in phases 1, 2 & 3 of the 

freelancer fund. If approved, freelancers who have already received funding will 

receive a ‘top-up’ amount once the funding is finalised.  



[Information redacted] also mentioned that the freelancer database is still being 

developed and will be finalised shortly. The database will contain details of 

freelancers who have unsuccessful / successful in their bids for through phase 1, 2 & 

3 or who have already signed up to the freelancer pledge.  

Following a question about ownership of the database, [Information redacted] 

confirmed that WG own the database and individual privacy is protected.  

[Information redacted] confirmed that the next steps would be to widen the database 

out to the whole freelance community.  

[Information redacted] raised comments about action point 6 of the previous minutes 

‘All members of group to write a short paragraph about who we are and WG to 

collect information.’ 

It was agreed by the meeting participants that everyone needs to know what 

information to provide. 

[Information redacted] advised that originally, when the previous data capture 

spreadsheet was sent out, WG based the categories on specialist advice.  

[Information redacted] asked if the freelancers could have another 30 minute 

‘freelancer only’ session at the beginning of the next meeting. 

Action: WG to arrange the next meeting and to include a 30 minute ‘freelancer only’ 

session.  

[Information redacted] also volunteered to collect information about additional 

freelancers who would add to the existing group 

Action: Freelancers to send possible member information to [Information redacted] 

who will collate. Discussions to take place at the next meeting.  

Imagine Colwyn Bay  

[Information redacted] gave the following presentation on the Imagine Colwyn Bay 

project: 

M6. 20200114 - 

Freelancer Pledge Working Group - Meeting 6 - Paper 2 - Project overview Imagine Colwyn Bay.pdf 

[Information redacted] 

[Information redacted] confirmed that a standalone document which will support 

creative industries in Colwyn Bay is being developed alongside the project.  

[Information redacted] asked if the group was happy for WG to start opening up 

conversations with Local Authorities with regards to starting to add freelancer 

opportunities to the database? 

[Information redacted] thought this was a great idea and said this would start to help 

bridge the gap between freelancers and LA’s. Lots of other comments of agreement 

received in the meeting chat bar.  



[Information redacted] asked about the status and protection rights for freelancers if 

involved in projects. Who is responsible for things like HR issues and insurance? 

[Information redacted] responded to say that the online portal should include the 

relevant information on how things would work in practice in terms of safeguarding.  

[Information redacted] stated that there’s already a lot of this information ‘out there’ 

and we should use some of that rather than trying to re-invent the information.  

[Information redacted] Freelancers should be present at the table and involved with 

LA / WG discussions which relate to recovery and opportunities as they will play a 

pivotal role.  

Online Marketplace / Portal 

[Information redacted] explained that this would be an opportunity for public sector 

bodies to put up jobs/opportunities for their areas and for freelancers to then register 

their interest. It has been agreed that it would sit best with ACW. Emphasised the 

fact that we do not want to duplicate anything that is already available, and that the 

next step is to create a brief, in collaboration with this group, and then appoint 

someone to create and build the portal. Budget has been committed for this project 

and ministers are keen for us to push forward with this.  

[Information redacted] asked what the characteristics of a portal are; would it be a 

self-serve mechanism? 

[Information redacted] explained that public bodies would have a log in function to 

upload opportunities, and freelancers may have a similar way of accessing the portal 

and the opportunities. Something similar to Sell2Wales perhaps, but easier and more 

accessible.  

[Information redacted] expressed the opinion that the portal would not last long as it 

goes against the way that freelancers function and work. Needs to be more of a 

network with two way input rather than just commissioning and procuring.  

[Information redacted] shared her experience of using Sell2Wales as being very 

difficult for individual freelancers and small business due to the long bureaucratic 

processes involved. The new portal needs to bypass this and be accessible for 

everyone. Asked whether freelancers could be involved in its design and creation.  

[Information redacted] asked if it would be possible for freelancers to put ideas up 

too rather than just the bodies. Also noted that there are many portals and directories 

in operation already and it’s important not to overlap with any of those. Taskforce 

has received money to create a freelancer directory for example. 

[Information redacted] suggested that we invite Clwstwr to the next meeting so they 

can give a demonstration of their beta.  

Action: WG to identify and map out existing portals/directories to avoid overlapping.  

Action: Clwstwr to be invited to the next meeting to give a demonstration of their 

Creative Economy Atlas.  



[Information redacted] emphasised that the portal must also work for the public 

bodies too and that it should be an equal platform with a two way conversation.  

[Information redacted] raised the potential issues with Intellectual Property is 

freelancers had the option of presenting their ideas on the portal for public bodies to 

then ask someone else to commission them.  

It was emphasised that despite the need for clarity and simplicity, public bodies to 

have procurement processes that they would have to follow and navigate.  

Issues with Inland Revenue were raised in regard to the freelancer’s self-employed 

status. Would they be put on payrolls when doing work or not? Freelancers would 

need reassurance that there would be not tax issues if they took on opportunities.  

WG will talk to tax experts and Union tax experts to create a brief of potential issues 

freelancers could face and the solutions to them. Gwynedd Council have already 

come up with solutions for these sort of issues. [Information redacted] to get further 

information.  

WG will also send out a blank brief template for members to comment on and send 

in their thoughts and then we will use feedback to write the brief for the portal. 

Action: WG and ACW to create a paper outlining tax and IP issues that freelancers 

could face and what solutions are available, similar to what is happening in 

Gwynedd, to be shared at the next meeting. 

Action: WG to send a blank brief template out to members for comment and 

thoughts for us to then start writing the brief for the new portal.  

 

AOB  

[Information redacted] confirmed that FGC will be chairing the next meeting. WG will 

be in contact with [Information redacted] soon to organise date/time and agenda for 

next meeting. 

[Information redacted] mentioned that she had been in a meeting which said that 

55,000 jobs had been lost in the sector already with under 25’s abandoning the 

industry. Emphasised the importance of us doing this correctly to rectify these 

figures.   



Action Action for To be 

complete

d by 

Update 

 

Previous minutes updates: 

 Remove [Information redacted] 

from list of meeting attendees at 
previous meeting 

 Update the wording on page 3 
to be changed from “artist” to 
“creative”  

 Update freelancer pledge to 
reflect “what kind of freelancers 
are covered by the pledge” 

WG  Updated by [Information 

redacted] 

  

WG to identify and map out existing 

portals/directories to avoid 

overlapping. 

WG/Freelan

cers  

  

WG and ACW and [Information 

redacted] o create a paper outlining 

tax and IP issues that freelancers 

could face and what solutions are 

available, similar to what is 

happening in Gwynedd, to be shared 

at the next meeting. 

WG/ACW/[I
nformation 

redacted] 

  

WG to send a blank brief template out 

to members for comment and 

thoughts for us to then start writing 

the brief for the new portal. 

WG   

Membership 

 Freelancers to send possible 
member information to 
[Information redacted] who will 
collate. Discussions to take 
place at the next meeting. 

Freelancers 

/ 
[Information 

redacted] 

  

Next meeting preparations 

 WG to arrange the next 
meeting with [Information 

redacted] and to include a 30 
minute ‘freelancer only’ 
session. 

 Clwstwr to be invited to next 
meeting to demonstrate their 
Creative Economy Atlas  

WG   

 

 


