
 

From: Butts, Hywel (ESNR-Planning)  

Sent: 05 November 2020 16:45  

To: Steve Butler  

Cc: Hemington, Neil (ESNR-Planning); Ravitz-Williams, Amy (ESNR - 

Planning)  

Subject: RE: Barry Biomass EIA  

Attachments: Barry Biomass ES Review_Final.pdf  

 

Steve  

 

Thank you for your email. Sorry for the delay in responding. Our work 

on this case has been delayed because we have been working on responses 

to coronavirus and Brexit.  

 

WSP completed their review of your environmental statement last year 

and identified many deficiencies in the information your client 

provided. They approached the exercise from a ‘best practice 

perspective’ so in our view not all the further information 

requirements they identified are necessary to compile an environmental 

statement which would fulfil the requirements of the regulations. We 

were working through what further information would be reasonable to 

provide within the consultation document when coronavirus issues took 

precedence.  

 

As we have not yet finished that exercise I attach the WSP report so 

you can understand what we have been interpreting. I understand the 

circumstances under which you compiled the information was not the 

usual way an environmental statement would be compiled because it 

pulled together existing information. Our intention however has always 

been to consult on an environmental statement that fulfils the 

requirements of the EIA regulations as closely as possible. So for 

example, the public should get to see a description of environmental 

effects in regard air pollution based on an assessment which uses the 

correct flue diameter. On the other hand, we don’t support WSP’s 

suggestion a phase one habitats survey should be undertaken as there is 

no habitat left to survey and the description of what did exist at the 

time is adequate.  

 

You will note that WSP commented on the need for EIA for the plant. 

This was not asked for as part of their brief and the Welsh Government 

does not endorse the approach they have taken. Ministers will reach 

their own decision on this point in due course.  

 

I will let you consider the WSP report and we can arrange to discuss 

how to take forward reasonable additional information to supplement 

what your client has have already provided.  

 

Many thanks  

Hywel  

 

Hywel Butts  

Pennaeth y Gangen Rheoli Datblygu / Head of Development Management 

Branch  

Y Gyfarwyddiaeth Gynllunio / Planning Directorate  

Llywodraeth Cymru / Welsh Government  



From: Steve Butler  

Sent: 13 October 2020 14:32  

To: Butts, Hywel (ESNR-Planning)  

Subject: Barry Biomass EIA  

 

Hi Hywel, I hope that you are well.  

 

I am keen to get in contact with you to discuss the issues relating to 

the Barry Biomass EIA.  

 

We (Sol Environment) act on the behalf of Aviva and the site developers 

and have been liaising closely with the Vale of Glamorgan planning team 

to resolve the outstanding planning issues.  

 

We understand, from Ian Robinson that you are now in position to 

provide some feedback on the voluntary EIA that was presented in 

support of the 2017 MMA application. It would be very useful to  

discuss this issue with you directly in advance of any of formal 

responses being provided.  

 

Please can you call me on the number below, noting that my mobile is by 

far the easiest number to reach me on.  

 

All the best,  

Steve  

 

Steve Butler | Sol Environment  

Malvern | Bristol | Edinburgh  

 

The contents of this email are confidential and must not be read, 

copied or disclosed or used by any person other than the above-named 

addressee without permission. If you have received this message in 

error, please contact us immediately and delete the e-mail from your 

system.  

 

* Before printing this email, think about the environment. You'll only 

throw it away in the end anyway!  

Due to the Coronavirus situation, from 19th March 2020, Sol’s main 

office in Bristol will be closed. The Malvern office is still operating 

as normal and we will be carrying on our business, working remotely 

from home to observe the Government’s guidance. You can contact us as 

normal by email or mobile. Meetings will continue remotely via 

Microsoft Teams (or other platforms as required). We will continue to 

monitor and observe Government guidance. From the whole team, keep well 

and stay safe. http://www.sol-environment.co.uk/covid-19.html 


