
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Parc Cathays ● Cathays Park 

Caerdydd ● Cardiff 
CF10 3NQ   

   

   

 

E-mail request 
 
 
Our ref: ATISN 14848 
Date:  2 March 2021 
 
Dear  
 
ATISN 14848 
 
Thank you for your request which I received on 8 February 2021.   
 
I have set out my response to each of the questions you submitted at Annex 1.   
 
If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you can ask for an 
internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response.  Requests for an internal review 
should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s Freedom of Information Officer at:  
 
Information Rights Unit,  
Welsh Government, 
Cathays Park,  
Cardiff,  
CF10 3NQ  
 
or Email: Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales 
 
Please remember to quote the ATISN reference number above.     
 
You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner.  The Information 
Commissioner can be contacted at:   
 
Information Commissioner’s Office,  
Wycliffe House,  
Water Lane,  
Wilmslow,  
Cheshire,  
SK9 5AF. 
 
However, please note that the Commissioner will not normally investigate a complaint until it has 
been through our own internal review process. 
 
Yours sincerely 

mailto:Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales


Annex 1 
 
 

1. any application you made in 2019 or 2020 to be a “Stonewall Diversity Champion” or to be 
included on Stonewall’s “Workplace Equality Index,” including any attachments or 
appendices to those applications. Please redact personal details if necessary. 

 
Please see accompanying documents. 

 
2. any feedback you received in 2019 or 2020 from Stonewall in relation to either application 

or programme. 
 

Please see accompanying documents. 
 

3. any other communication you have received from Stonewall in 2019 or 2020 unless 
privileged or otherwise exempt from disclosure (but if you claim privilege or exemption in 
relation to any material, please say in broad terms what the material is and the basis on 
which you claim to be entitled to withhold it). 
 
I have concluded that your requested will exceed the the appropriate limit set out in the 
Freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulations 2004 
to answer your request. As such, your request should be refused, as dealing with it would 
exceed the ‘appropriate limit’ set out under Section 12 of the Act. The ‘appropriate limit’ is 
set out in the Freedom of Information & Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) 
Regulations and, for central government, that’s £600 or 24 hours. This means if we 
estimate it would take over 24 hours to determine whether we hold the information and to 
thereafter locate, retrieve and extract it then we can refuse the request. 
 
A limited search for a 6 month period using the term ‘Stonewall’ between 1 July – 31 
December 2020, resulted in the identification of 1866 records. 
 
 Search Snapshot: at 27/02/2021 08:00:23 

 
Type of objects to find: document 
Number of objects found: 1866 
Max. number of results: 5000 
Query: stonewall 
Criteria: and creation date is after (date) '01/07/2020' and creation date is before 
(date) '31/12/2020' 

 
I estimated it would take at least 2 minutes to locate, extract and retrieve information from 
the records that falls within the scope of your request – the time limit is therefore exceeded 
(and furthermore when extended to the full 2 year period as more records have been 
identified). 
 
Please note, any communication with an external organisation such as Stonewall could be 
generated by a number of areas across Welsh Government depending on their reason for 
doing and it is therefore not possible to signpost you to any particular area where 
communication may be more likely (and over such a wide time period).  If you are able to 
refine your request by being more specific about what information you particularly wish to 
obtain (e.g. by a theme of specific subject) and narrow the time frame, this may bring your 
request to within the limit.  However, please note, that a similarly wide search of all records 
may be required.     
 
If you do refine your question, this will be treated as a new request. 
 
 



 
4. full details of any equality impact assessment you carried out connected with any of these 

applications (including any equality impact assessment carried out prior to an earlier 
application of the same kind, if no further assessment was done) 

 
Welsh Government does not hold this information.   

 
5. details of the total amount of money you paid to Stonewall (i) in 2019; (ii) in 2020, whether 

or not as payment for goods or services;  
 
Payments made since August 2020 are £33,411 paid on 26th November 2020 and £6,000 
paid on 6th October 2020. 
 
Payment information prior to August 2020 is exempt under Section 21 of the Freedom of 
Information Act (2000) – information readily accessible to the applicant by other means.  
Information provided under requests for information ATISN 14097 and ATISN 14280 can be 
found on the Welsh Government disclosure log https://gov.wales/freedom-of-information-
responses 

 
6. Whether you intend to continue your membership of any Stonewall scheme in the future, 

and if so which. 
 

We will be renewing membership of the Diversity Champion Scheme for 2021/22 and will 
review annually. 

 


