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Our ref: ATISN 14730 
Date: 26th January 2021 

 
Dear  
 
ATISN 14730 - Alert level 4 impact assessment 
 
Thank you for your email which was received on 24th December 2020. You enquired whether the 
Welsh Government had undertaken an impact assessment relating to the move to alert level 4, and 
the associated restrictions. 
 
The information you have requested is exempt under Section 21 of the Freedom of Information Act 
(2000) – information readily accessible to the applicant by other means. I can confirm that an 
impact assessment was undertaken in respect of the introduction of an alert level system in Wales, 
and subsequently published on our website, a link to which follows: 
 
https://gov.wales/restrictions-within-alert-levels-summary-impact-assessment 
 
In your email you also shared your experience of bearing witness to a group of ten cyclists. 
Meeting with people outside of your household or support bubble is already prohibited under alert 
level 4 restrictions, including for exercise. Your local police force is responsible for enforcing the 
regulations, which includes the ability to issue fixed penalty notices.  
 
On outdoor activities, the Welsh Government fully recognises and endorses the physical and 
mental health & well-being benefits which result from outdoor activities and the contribution this 
makes towards a healthy lifestyle. That is why, under the current alert level 4 restrictions, exercise 
is not limited to once per day, as was the case in the first lockdown. We also have support bubbles, 
designed to mitigate mental health issues stemming from the effects of loneliness and isolation.  
 
I have not been able to locate the Wales Online article where the First Minister “stated that there 
will be no coronavirus next Christmas”.  
 
If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you can ask for an 
internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response.  Requests for an internal review 
should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s Freedom of Information Officer at:  
 
Information Rights Unit,  
Welsh Government, 
Cathays Park,  
Cardiff,  
CF10 3NQ  

https://gov.wales/restrictions-within-alert-levels-summary-impact-assessment


 
or Email: Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales 
 
Please remember to quote the ATISN reference number above.     
 
You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner.  The Information 
Commissioner can be contacted at:  Information Commissioner’s Office,  
Wycliffe House,  
Water Lane,  
Wilmslow,  
Cheshire,  
SK9 5AF. 
 
However, please note that the Commissioner will not normally investigate a complaint until it has 
been through our own internal review process. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 

mailto:Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales

