
 
  
Dear  
 
 
ATISN 14604 - FOI request for information on closure of indoor attractions  
 
 
Thank you for your request which I received on 30 November 2020. You asked for: 
the science, the data, the facts, and the figures behind the First Ministers decisions 
to close Cinemas, bowling alleys, bingo halls, museums and galleries  
 
The information you requested is enclosed.  
 
Through the covid-19 rules, we are trying to balance importance of people’s mental 
and physical well-being, and our economy, with the need to keep people safe and 
protect the NHS.  
 
Your request for information was received a few weeks after the end of the national 
firebreak lockdown on 9 November. As part of the discussions regarding the 
regulations during the lockdown, there was little head room for consideration on a 
sector by sector basis about which sectors needed to close due to their risks. Rather, 
the wider evidence led scientific and medical advisors to recommend that an across 
the board fire-break lockdown would be needed, with a strong ‘stay at home’ 
message, to support the NHS, save lives and keep Wales safe: in a national effort, 
which meant sacrifices and commitment from us all. The important decision was 
instead which services needed to remain open as they would be essential to protect 
the health of the public. Considerations have to be made around the cumulative 
impact of all the changes we made. It is the combined impact which makes the 
difference, not the risk posed by any one activity.  
 
Since the end of the firebreak lockdown, cases of coronavirus have risen again 
across Wales, necessitating additional measures to reduce the spread of the virus 
and the introduction of our coronavirus Control Plan, including a system of alert 
levels which can apply across Wales. Following the First Minister’s announcement 
on 19 December, Wales has moved to from alert level three to alert level four, the 
highest level of restrictions. As was the case with the previous firebreak, 
considerations about the regulations at each level of the Control Plan, and especially 
for the highest alert levels 3 and 4, were focussed on which essential services need 
to remain open to protect public health; entertainment venues and indoor attractions 
are therefore not able to open whilst we remain at level 3 or 4. At alert level 4 there is 
a requirement for us all to stay at home to reduce the risk of transmission and not to 
take unnecessary journeys.  
 
All of the latest scientific advice which has been presented from the Technical 
Advisory Cell can be found at https://gov.wales/advice-coronavirus-technical-
advisory-cell#Summaryofadvice  



Additional information we hold on the transmission of the virus indoors can be found 
within the following SAGE documents:                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attach
ment_data/file/887618/EMG_Environmental_transmission-_02052020__1_.pdf   
 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attach
ment_data/file/892015/S0353_Principles_of_understanding_of_transmission_routes.
pdf   
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/analysis-of-sars-cov-2-transmission-
clusters-and-superspreading-events-3-june-2020   
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/npis-table-17-september-2020  
 
If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you 
can ask for an internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response. 
Requests for an internal review should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s 
Freedom of Information Officer at:  
 
Information Rights Unit,  
Welsh Government,  
Cathays Park,  
Cardiff,  
CF10 3NQ  
 
or Email: Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales  
 
Please remember to quote the ATISN reference number above.  
 
You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner. The 
Information Commissioner can be contacted at: Information Commissioner’s Office,  
Wycliffe House,  
Water Lane,  
Wilmslow,  
Cheshire,  
SK9 5AF.  
 
However, please note that the Commissioner will not normally investigate a 
complaint until it has been through our own internal review process.  
 
Yours sincerely 
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