
 
 

W E L S H  S U B O R D I N A T E  
L E G I S L A T I O N  

2020 No. (WG20-74) 

CORONAVIRUS ACT 2020 

The Coronavirus Act 2020 

Temporary Continuity (Local 

Authorities) Direction 2020 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note is not part of the Order) 

The intention of this Direction is to provide legal 

certainty for all involved in the education sector, 

including parents, teachers, local authorities and 

schools themselves. 

This Direction is made on 11 December and has effect 

from 14 December 2020 to 22 December 2020. 

It makes it clear that local authorities have to make 

arrangements for the provision of education for children 

of critical workers and those who it considers are 

vulnerable children in year 6 and below and who would 

normally attend a maintained school, a maintained 

nursery school or a pupil referral unit.  

The local authority is not under a duty to make 

arrangements to provide education for that child on a 

particular day if the child’s parent had been informed 

before 27 November 2020 that the school at which the 

child would normally attend will be closed on that day. 
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W E L S H  S U B O R D I N A T E  
L E G I S L A T I O N  

2020 No. (WG20-74) 

CORNOAVIRUS ACT 2020 

The Coronavirus Act 2020 

Temporary Continuity (Local 

Authorities) Direction 2020 

Made 11 December 2020 

Coming into force 14 December 2020 

The Welsh Ministers, in exercise of their powers 

conferred on them by section 38(1) of, and Schedule 16 

to, the Coronavirus Act 20201 give the following 

direction. 

In giving this direction the Welsh Minsters have had 

regard to any advice given by the Chief Medical Officer 

for Wales or one of the Deputy Chief Medical Officers 

for Wales relating to the incidence or transmission of 

coronavirus, and are satisfied that giving the direction is 

a necessary and proportionate action in response to the 

incidence or transmission of coronavirus. 

Title, period of effect, application and interpretation 

1. The title of this Direction is the Coronavirus Act 

2020 Temporary Continuity (Local Authorities) 

Direction 2020.  

2. This Direction has effect from the beginning of the 

day on 14 December 2020 until the end of the day on 22 

December 2020, and  

3. This Direction applies to schools in Wales. 

4.In this Direction– 

 “critical worker” means a worker the local 

authority considers to be a critical worker having 

had regard to guidance published by the Welsh 

Ministers on identifying children of critical 

workers; 

                                                                               
1 2020 c.7. 
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“maintained nursery school” has the meaning given 

by section 22(9) of the School Standards and 

Framework Act 1998(1); 

“maintained school” has the meaning given by 

section 20(7) of the School Standards and 

Framework Act 1998; 

 “proprietor” means the proprietor within the 

meaning of section 579(1) of the Education Act 

1996(2);  

“pupil” has the same meaning as in section 3 of the 

Education Act 1996; 

 “pupil referral unit” has the meaning given by 

section 19(2) of the Education Act 1996; 

 “school” means a maintained school, a maintained 

nursery school or a pupil referral unit;  

 “year 6” means a year group in which the majority 

of children will, in the school year, attain the age of 

11; 

“year group” means a group of children at a school 

the majority of whom will, in a particular school 

year, attain the same age. 

Temporary Continuity Direction 

5. Subject to paragraph 6, a local authority must make 

arrangements for a school pupil to attend the premises 

of a school between  8.30 a.m. and 4.00 p.m. for the 

purpose of the provision of education if— 

(a) either— 

(i) the pupil is the child of a critical worker, 

or 

(ii) the local authority considers it appropriate 

for the pupil to attend school by reason of 

the pupil’s vulnerability, and 

(b) the pupil is in year 6 or below. 

6. Paragraph 5 does not apply in respect of a pupil on 

a particular day if— 

(a) the school that the pupil normally attends is not 

closed on that day, or 

(b) the proprietor of the school at which the pupil 

normally attends— 

(i) had informed the parent of the pupil that 

the school premises will be closed on that 

day, and  

(ii) had informed the parent about the closure 

before the 27 November 2020. 

                                                                               
(1) 1998 c.31. 
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Failure to comply  

7. Any failure by the local authority to comply with 

this direction is enforceable by an application for 

injunction by the Welsh Ministers to the High Court or 

County Court, without notice. 

 

 

 

 
Mark Drakeford 

First Minster, one of the Welsh Ministers 

11 December 2020 


