
 

 
 

 

 

 
Parc Cathays ● Cathays Park 

Caerdydd ● Cardiff 
CF10 3NQ   

   

   

 

E-mail request 
 
 
Our ref: ATISN 14470 
Date: 26 November 2020 
 
Dear  
 
ATISN 14470 
 
Thank you for your request which I received on 22 October 2020. You asked for the 
following information, in relation to the expenses of the First Minister's special advisers: 
 

Please provide the cost of expenses for 2019-20 in the following categories: 
 

 Taxis (including total number of journeys) 

 Flights (including total number of single flights) 

 Hire cars (including total number of journeys) 

 Trains (including total number of journeys) 

 Meals (including total number of meals) 

 Hotels (including total number of nights)  

 
Please present the information with total spend in each of the above categories 
separately. Please also provide an aggregate figure for all special advisers, rather 
than breaking it down according to the 15 individuals listed here: 

 
https://gov.wales/written-statement-special-advisers-4  

 
Section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act allows a public authority to refuse a request 
if it calculates that dealing with it would exceed the appropriate limit. The appropriate limit 
specified for central government is £600. This represents the estimated cost of it taking 
over 24 hours of time to determine whether we hold the information and to thereafter 
locate, retrieve and extract it.   
 
For the purposes of calculating the appropriate limit, I have assessed that the combined 
total time to locate the information requested would be over 60 hours 
 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fwritten-statement-special-advisers-4&data=04%7C01%7CFreedomofinformation%40gov.wales%7Cbe20d1f848e84bb2459d08d87692fc2f%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637389720950210918%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=jP0DR42rjHJKOtkhUXdikMpvLye6t7%2FIWQHHgf30cbg%3D&reserved=0


In conclusion, I have determined that to provide the information requested in relation to 
this request would cost more than the appropriate limit, which is £600 for central 
government, so I am refusing your request on this basis.  
 
If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you can ask 
for an internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response. Requests for an 
internal review should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s Freedom of Information 
Officer at:  
 
Information Rights Unit  
Welsh Government 
Cathays Park  
Cardiff  
CF10 3NQ  
 
Or e-mail: Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales 
 
Please remember to quote the ATISN reference number above.     
 
You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner. The Information 
Commissioner can be contacted at:   
 
Information Commissioner’s Office  
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane  
Wilmslow  
Cheshire  
SK9 5AF 
 
Telephone: 0303 123 1113 
Website: www.ico.org.uk       
 
However, please note that the Commissioner will not normally investigate a complaint until 
it has been through our own internal review process. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales
http://www.ico.org.uk/

