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3 November 2020 
    

Dear                         , 
 
Complaint in respect of ATISN 14321 – Deaths from Covid, Testing, Vaccine, 
Masks and Gatherings 
 
In your Freedom of Information (FOI) request 16 September 2020, you asked for: 
 
1. Deaths from the Covid virus 
a) The exact number of deaths from Covid (England and Wales), these are deaths of 

people with no other pathologies prior to contracting the virus, who succumbed to 
it. 

b) Were any autopsies carried out of these people to gather scientific information, 
and if so did any had other ailments were discovered, which was not detected at 
priori? Can you provide the results of any autopsies (not names) 

c) Can you explain why the NHS applies a 28 days rules on the death of a 
discharged patient. 

 
2. Testing 
a) What exactly are you testing/searching for with a swab, does the test distinguish 

between influenza and the common cold, and to what degree of accuracy, the 
antibodies testing (blood) which antibodies and over what time period? 

b) Can you please confirm the amplification cycle, for how long and the temperature 
used when the tests are analysed 

c) What happens to all the test swabs collected, and for how long are they kept. 
 
3. Vaccine 
Under the Nuremberg Code on experimenting on people, have the companies 
researching the vaccine, followed the code? Can your department categorically 
confirm it has ensured the code is followed, and the procedures for vaccine testing 
and approval have been adhered to, to ensure validity and compliance. 



 

   

 

 
a) What is the vaccine life cycle in your body. How often do you have retake it? 
b) Have the vaccine companies been exempt for any liability from problems 

occurring after the virus? 
c) Why a virus with a survivability of 99% requires a vaccine, please provide the 

scientific data for this requirement. 
 
4. Masks 
Can you provide the data to support, not mathematical modelling, but raw data, 
which can be cross referenced to show how effective masks are and which type. 
Data, which I expect to contain: environmental condition, air flow inhale and exhale 
and the type of material tested. 
a) Was consideration taken, for people who have dermatological conditions, and 

what were they, please provide supporting data. 
b) Have any studies been carried out, on people who have respiratory problems, the 

effects of using masks on them, especially reflux. This and above points DO not 
exempt yourself by “You do not have to wear mask if you have a medical 
condition”, testing should be across the board, and a data provided. 

c) The use of masks, can you explain why during lock-down, masks were not 
necessary, but now are compulsory in shops and even in open spaces, request 
for the raw data to support this. 

 
5. Gathering 
a) On the rule of 6, can you provide the scientific data to support this rule, data that 

can be cross referenced, not mathematical models. Why 6? 
b) The R value is being quoted, where is the raw data for the R value, this his data 

before being put through the formulae, and how finite to the area is the R value 
focussed. 

 
On 21 September, your request was acknowledged, confirming the information you 
wished the Welsh Government to provide.  The acknowledgment letter indicated that 
you would receive a response by 14 October.  A search was conducted of mailboxes 
and files for any documents that met your specific requirements. 
 
We sent you a response letter on 23 October. This was nine days late, and I 
apologise for this delay. As the acknowledgment letter indicated, the Welsh 
Government is facing unprecedented challenges during the coronavirus pandemic. 
Not only are people being diverted from our usual activities to deal with the 
pandemic, but we are currently receiving around three times more FOI requests than 
usual. 
 
Following your complaint to the First Minister on 24 October, I have conducted a 
review of your case, and (apart from the delay) I am satisfied that the response you 
received was correct. 
 
In several instances, the response letter stated that the Welsh Government does not 
hold the information that you requested. Where appropriate, the response letter 
provided links to other organisations that might hold that information. In my view, this 
complies with section 16 of the FOI Act which places a duty on the Welsh 



 

   

 

Government to provide advice and assistance to persons who have made requests 
for information to it. 
 
 
In the remaining instances, for example where the information you requested is 
already in the public domain, the response letter provided links to websites which 
contain the information. Having regard to section 21 of the FOI Act (Information 
accessible to applicant by other means), I am satisfied that it was appropriate to 
provide hyperlinks to information that was already publicly available on the internet. 
 
Consequently I am satisfied with the response that we sent to you, and I do not 
uphold your complaint — except insofar as it concerns the delay in providing you 
with a response. In this latter regard, I can only repeat the apology that I gave above. 
 
In your complaint, you also state that you want the First Minister to respond to each 
of your questions and not ‘the allotted pen pusher’. This is not the purpose of 
requests under the FOI Act.  If you want to put questions to the First Minister, you 
should address them via your Senedd Member (MS). 
 
If you remain dissatisfied with this response you also have the right to complain to 
the Information Commissioner at:   
 
Information Commissioner’s Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire 
SK9 5AF 
 
Tel: 01625 545 745 
Fax: 01625 524 510 
Email: to casework@ico.gsi.gov.uk 
 
Also, if you think that there has been maladministration in dealing with your request, 
you have the option to make a complaint to the Public Services Ombudsman for 
Wales who can be contacted at: 
 
Public Services Ombudsman for Wales  
1 Ffordd yr Hen Gae  
Pencoed  
Bridgend  
CF35 5LJ  
 
Telephone: 0845 6010987 (local rate)  
Email: ask@ombudsman-wales.org.uk  
 
Yours sincerely, 
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Stephen Probert CEng FIET MIoD 
Deputy Director, HSS Government and Corporate Business 
 


