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Dear Ian  
 
I am grateful for the hard work and support you and your officials continue to provide and I 
recognise the particular challenges and additional pressures you have faced in the last few 
weeks.  
 
As I have said before, I am confident that the arrangements developed for awarding grades 
this summer, in the face of these unprecedented circumstances, provide a robust and fair 
approach to enabling our learners’ future progression. 
 
However, in light of the rapid developments in other parts of the UK in the last few days, I 
believed it was necessary to take further steps in order to ensure that learners in Wales are 
not disadvantaged by alterations made elsewhere.  
 
As part of the announcement I made yesterday, I stated that appeals would be free of 
charge this year. As a result, I writing to you to confirm that the Welsh Government will 
ensure that WJEC is not financially disadvantaged by this policy announcement. I have 
asked my officials to work with yours over the coming weeks to ensure that arrangements 
are put in place to provide appropriate compensation for any associated loss of income from 
the appeals in relation to 2020 exam grades for Welsh leaners that you receive this 
summer. 
 
I am confident that by continuing to work closely together we can maintain the robustness 
and credibility of our qualifications system, whilst delivering the fairest approach for our 
learners ensuring that they are not disadvantaged by circumstances outside of their control. 
 
Yours sincerely  
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Y Gweinidog Addysg  
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