
 

 
 

 
 

                
 

Qualifications Wales 
Q2 Building, Pencarn Lane 
Imperial Park,  
Newport 
NP10 8AR 
 01633 373 222 

 

Cymwysterau Cymru 
Adeilad Q2, Lôn Pencarn 

Parc Imperial,  
Casnewydd 
NP10 8AR 

 01633 373 222 

www.qualificationswales.org 

 

Kirsty Williams MS 

Minister for Education 

Welsh Government 

Ty Hywel 

Cardiff Bay 

CF99 1NA 

 

 

          19 August 2020 

 

Dear Minister 

 

Thank you for your letter dated 17 August 2020, and accompanying Direction 

confirming your announcement that given decisions elsewhere, learners in Wales will 

be awarded their centre assessment grades. In accordance with that Direction, I can 

confirm that we will require WJEC to issue learners with their centre assessment 

grades for GCSEs, AS and A levels and the Welsh Baccalaureate Skills Challenge 

Certificate qualifications.  

 

We fully recognise the difficult situation that you have faced in responding to 

developments and decisions taken in other parts of the United Kingdom, while also 

ensuring that learners in Wales are not disadvantaged in comparison to their peers in 

other jurisdictions. We also recognise the need to protect the wellbeing of learners 

who will be anxious about their results. 

 

One of our key aims in developing our approach this summer was to ensure that 

results were broadly similar to previous years to ensure the credibility of those 

grades and to deliver fairness to past, present and future learners. We remain 

confident that the approach taken to standardisation here in Wales was as fair as 

possible for as many learners as possible in this summer’s unique circumstances.  

Throughout the development of our approach we have acknowledged that there 

would be issues which would necessarily need to be addressed through an appeals 

process, which we extended in response to your previous Direction.  

 

You will be aware that while the standardisation methods considered across 

jurisdictions were similar, there were some differences in the models used by WJEC in 

Wales compared to other UK jurisdictions. This is because differences in education 

systems and qualification designs meant that the data available to calculate grades 

varied. For example, AS grades are still linked to A level grades in Wales and 
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Northern Ireland, whereas in England an AS grade does not contribute to an A level 

grade. 

It is important to acknowledge and remember that centre assessment grades were 

collected from centres without the expectation that they would be used, to a great 

extent, as the sole basis for awarding qualifications this summer. We have not yet 

completed our analysis of the impact that the use of centre assessment grades will 

have on attainment gaps in comparison to previous years, but will undertake an 

initial analysis to be published alongside the GCSE results. This analysis will be limited 

but will consider characteristics such as gender, age and eligibility for free school 

meals. We will undertake a fuller analysis, including additional characteristics such as 

ethnicity, for later publication. It should be noted that there may be equalities issues 

resulting from these results that are beyond our control.  

 

Our analysis of the centre assessment grades submitted to WJEC already published 

shows that awards based solely on centre assessment grades will result in substantial 

increases in outcomes in comparison to previous years. This will apply to all GCSEs, 

AS and A levels and Welsh Baccalaureate Skills Challenge Certificate qualifications. 

For example, A level outcomes compared to 2019 would increase by 6.3 percentage 

points(pp) at A* and 13.4ppat (cumulative) grades A* to A. GCSE outcomes would 

increase by 4.2pp at A*, 6.6pp at grades A* to A and 11.0pp at A* to C.  As such, the 

results in 2020 will not be broadly similar to previous years – an aim that we set out 

in our consultation on arrangements for this summer.    

 

We will reflect critically on our work this summer and welcome your announcement 

of a review. This will be important as we consider how examination series are 

conducted while the Covid-19 pandemic, and all of the restrictions that this places on 

normal activities, is still a part of day-to-day life. 

 

We are now considering what changes will be needed to the appeals process 

following your announcement on 17 August and will publish further details shortly. 

However, given that the grades awarded this summer will for most learners be based 

on judgements made by schools and colleges, and not by WJEC, the grounds for 

appeal are likely to remain limited.  

 

Yours Sincerely 

 

 

  

 

David Jones     Philip Blaker 

Chair      Chief Executive 
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