
   

 

 
 
 
 
Ein cyf/Our ref: ATISN 14301 
 
 

29 September 2020 
 
Dear  
 
ATISN 14301 Wales river sewers 
 
Thank you for your request which I received on 7 September 2020 about water 
pollution incidents in Wales. Specifically, you have requested “all data & actions 
taken against river polluters over the last 20 years”. On 17 September 2020, you 
confirmed the term action captures “any relevant prosecution, civil or criminal 
sanctions and financial penalties”.  
 
I can confirm that the Welsh Government holds some of this information which 
relates to Cross Compliance (CC) offences affecting water quality. CC is a set of 
rules which farmers and land managers must follow on their holding if they are 
claiming rural payments such as basic payment under the European Common 
Agricultural Policy. Failure to comply with the requirements can result in a deduction 
of parts or the whole of their payment. 
 
The CC regime was introduced in 2005 and I have requested data to cover the 
period of 2005-2019. Unfortunately the collation of all this information requires some 
time which means that I will have to provide this to you at a later date, separately. I 
would like to assure you that the relevant department is dealing with the data 
collection and expected to complete the request in the next couple of weeks.  
 
Regulations regarding water quality requirements are enforced by various agencies 
on behalf of the Welsh Ministers. Natural Resources Wales (NRW) act as the 
regulatory authority for a wide range of environmental legislation, which also covers 
water quality. For this reason, data related to pollution incidents and enforcement 
actions is held by NRW, not the Welsh Government.   
 
We have data provided by NRW on the number of incidents for the years of 2018 
and 2019. According to this, NRW received 2280 reports of water pollution incidents 
in 2018. Out of these 476 were substantiated as an offence occurring, resulting in 67 
prosecutions. In 2019, the figures show 2013 reports, 592 substantiated offences 
and 96 prosecutions. For specific figures on water pollution incidents prior to 2018, 



   

 

please contact the Access to Information team in NRW at 
accesstoinformationteam@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk. 
 
Some of the information you require is available in the public domain. NRW have 
responded to similar requests in the past and these can be viewed on their 
disclosure log at https://naturalresources.wales/about-us/contact-us/request-
information/disclosure-log/?lang=en. You are able to request any previous response 
from NRW. 
 
Data related to all substantiated incidents form the Wales Incident Reporting System 
is published on the website of Lle, a geo-portal for Wales: 
http://lle.gov.wales/catalogue/item/EnvironmentalPollutionIncidents/?lang=en. Please 
note this data would not include information exempt under the Data Protection Act. 
 
In addition, NRW publishes regulatory reports on their website which cover all of 
their enforcement activities, although not just water-related ones. The latest report 
can be accessed at the following link: 
https://cdn.naturalresources.wales/media/689898/annual-report-and-accounts-2018-
2019.pdf?mode=pad&rnd=132109404760000000.  
 
Prior to the establishment of NRW in 2013, water pollution incidents were 
investigated by the Environment Agency (EA) in Wales. Therefore, for information 
related to enforcement activities covering the years 2000-2013, you will need to 
contact the EA directly at enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk. 
 
The National Archives 
(https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140328084622/http://www.environme
nt-agency.gov.uk/) and the Agricultural and Environmental Data Archive page 
(http://www.environmentdata.org/) may also contain older relevant data that you are 
seeking.  
 
The Drinking Water Inspectorate (DWI) acts as the independent regulator in respect 
of drinking water quality in Wales. DWI is responsible for enforcing a wide range of 
legal obligations, some of which carry a criminal sanction for non-compliance with 
drinking water law. On their website, DWI publishes annual reports on their activities, 
including enforcement related to the pollution of drinking water supplies: 
http://www.dwi.gov.uk/about/annual-report/index.htm. For specific information, you 
can contact the Inspectorate at dwi.enquiries@defra.gov.uk. 
 
The second part of your request relates to “any detailed action plan for the next 10 
years to stop pollution in Welsh rivers”.  Information captured by this request is 
available in the public domain.   
 
The Welsh Government applies a holistic approach to the management of Wales’ 
natural resources in accordance with the principles of overarching primary legislation 
such as the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 and the Well-being of Future Generations 
(Wales) Act 2015. The Welsh Government’s long term vision for managing water has 
been developed with these principles in mind, please see the published Water 
Strategy at https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-06/water-
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strategy.pdf. Please note that the strategy is being reviewed at the moment to reflect 
scientific developments, recent political changes and social happenings. 
 
Water management has been incorporated in other aspects of policy development, 
all of which are designed to ensure the long term existence of healthy waterways 
and clean water across Wales. Improvement in water quality has been identified as a 
key outcome as part of the development of the new land management scheme 
following the UK’s exit from the European Union. A White Paper on the detailed 
proposals is in progress and is expected to be published before the end of 2020. The 
proposals will be based on the outcome of two previous consultations exercises 
which are available online: https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-
05/brexit-and-our-land-our-response.pdf, and  
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/consultations/2020-07/our-response-sustainable-
farming-and-our-land.pdf. 
 
The Welsh government, together with partner originations continues to work towards 
achieving improved water quality standards. This goal is supported by the 
implementation of the Water Framework Directive 
(https://naturalresources.wales/about-us/what-we-do/water/improving-water-
quality/?lang=en), and other legislation safeguarding water quality objectives. Capital 
funding has been made available to tackle water pollution issues, for example 
caused by leaching from abandoned mines. More information on the projects funded 
by the Welsh Government can be found at https://gov.wales/nearly-ps10m-help-
improve-water-quality-wales.  
 
 
 
If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you 
can ask for an internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response.  
Requests for an internal review should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s 
Freedom of Information Officer at:  
 
Information Rights Unit,  
Welsh Government,  
Cathays Park,  
Cardiff,  
CF10 3NQ  
or Email: Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales 
 
Please remember to quote the ATISN reference number above.     
 
You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner.  The 
Information Commissioner can be contacted at:   
 
Information Commissioner’s Office,  
Wycliffe House,  
Water Lane,  
Wilmslow,  
Cheshire,  
SK9 5AF. 
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However, please note that the Commissioner will not normally investigate a 
complaint until it has been through our own internal review process. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 


