
 
21 September 2020 
 
Dear  
 
ATISN 14266 
 
Thank you for your request which I received on 26 August 2020 about “reasons for 
prolonged closure of the Cardiff Ice Arena. The information you requested is set 
out below. 
 
Subject to conditions permitting, permanent ice rinks in Wales can reopen in Wales 
from 3 October. I have attached a link to the transcript of the update provided by the 
First Minister from Friday 11 September. His statement on the reopening of 
permanent ice skating rinks can be found in the third to last paragraph.  
 
As you highlight within your request, skating rinks in Wales remain closed for the 
time being. Whilst we fully understand their importance for the economy and 
people’s wellbeing, the Welsh Government has to take a cautious approach to the 
lifting of restrictions to ensure we keep Wales safe. While the reopening of any 
particular activity may only marginally add to the risk, the Welsh Government has to 
consider the cumulative impact of all the changes we might make. It is the combined 
impact which makes the difference, not the risk posed by any one activity.  
 
Throughout this period policy leads have maintained regular contact with the relevant 
authorities such as Sport Wales and indeed the Cardiff Ice Arena, and ensured they 
are fully up to date with developments and able to provide input and feedback. We 
have worked closely with the sector to explore its preparedness for reopening, 
including any specific mitigations that might be needed to reduce the risk of virus 
transmission at skating rinks. 
 
Our approach to reviewing restrictions is informed by a wide range of evidence, 
including advice from our Chief Medical Officer, Chief Scientific Advisor, SAGE, and 
our Technical Advisory Group. Decisions are guided by the latest scientific evidence 
on the specific circumstances and progression of the virus in Wales. The general 
approach adopted by the Welsh Government has been set out in Leading Wales out 
of the coronavirus pandemic: a framework for recovery and Unlocking our society 
and economy: continuing the conversation and are kept under regular review.  
 
The scientific evidence shows us that the virus lives on surfaces for far longer 
indoors than outdoors. Evidence up to now has shown that risk transmission and 
infection is higher indoors in cooler, noisy and humid environments, and where 
exertion and loudness leads to heavier breathing and louder talking. Viruses rely on 
particles of infectious material transferring from one host to another so maintaining 
space between individuals and the surfaces they touch will minimise transmission.  
Thank you for taking the time to let us know your views, I hope this clarifies the Welsh 
Government’s approach to easing lockdown, and the current and previous regulations 
that apply to skating rinks. 
  

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fwritten-statement-review-health-protection-coronavirus-restrictions-no-2-wales-regulations-2020-1&data=02%7C01%7CMichael.Krawec%40gov.wales%7C14543da399c74cb75fa108d859531e94%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637357560807638555&sdata=wGZIyA197ZZQWJo3AHgiyWhQ%2Fm3v%2F0AOmIFhKEMarZY%3D&reserved=0
https://gov.wales/leading-wales-out-coronavirus-pandemic-html
https://gov.wales/leading-wales-out-coronavirus-pandemic-html
https://gov.wales/unlocking-our-society-and-economy-continuing-conversation
https://gov.wales/unlocking-our-society-and-economy-continuing-conversation


If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you 
can ask for an internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response. 
Requests for an internal review should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s 
Freedom of Information Officer at:  
 
Information Rights Unit,  
Welsh Government, 
Cathays Park,  
Cardiff,  
CF10 3NQ  
 
or Email: Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales 
 
Please remember to quote the ATISN reference number above.  
 
You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner. The 
Information Commissioner can be contacted at: Information Commissioner’s Office,  
Wycliffe House,  
Water Lane,  
Wilmslow,  
Cheshire,  
SK9 5AF. 
 
However, please note that the Commissioner will not normally investigate a 
complaint until it has been through our own internal review process. 
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