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Dear  
 
Request for Information – ATISN 14185 
 
I wrote to you on 26 August in response to your e-mail of complaint.  I have conducted 
an internal review of your request in accordance with the procedure outlined in the 
Welsh Government’s Practical Guide for Making Requests for Information which is 
available by post on request, or via the Welsh Government website. 
 
I note that on 24 July, you asked:   
 
1. The Expression of Interest form submitted to the Welsh Government for the MSBF. 
2. The checks undertaken to ensure eligibility and priority criteria were met before the 

full MSBF application was submitted. 
3. Post completion monitoring against agreed outputs up to the MSBF completion 

date of 30 July 2019.  
4. Information showing how the project meets the goals of the Well-being of Future 

Generations (Wales) Act 2015. 
 
On 30 July you expanded your request to: 
 
1. The Expression of Interest form submitted to the Welsh Government for the 

MSBF. 
2. The checks undertaken to ensure eligibility and priority criteria were met before the 

full MSBF application was submitted. 
3. The full MSBF application including impact assessment and environmental 

assessment. 
4. Post completion monitoring against agreed outputs up to the MSBF completion 

date of 30 July 2019.  
5. Post completion monitoring against agreed outputs to be recorded and monitored 

as a condition of the offer for 5 years following completion of the project on 30 July 
2019. 

6. Information showing how the project meets the goals of the Well-being of Future 
Generations (Wales) Act 2015. 

23 September 2020 

 

http://gov.wales/docs/decisions/General/141110FoIrequestguidanceen.pdf


 
Our reply of 25 August withheld the information we held for the first four questions 
under Section 40, personal data and Section 43, prejudice to commercial interests, of 
the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  It was also explained that some information 
wasn’t held for question 3, namely the impact assessment or environmental 
assessment and you were provided with an explanation as to why this was the case.   
 
For your fourth question, whilst the information was withheld, the reply explained that  
 ‘the main outputs are related to jobs and assets and all of those outputs have been 
met’.   It was explained that no information was held for your fifth question and again 
an explanation was provided as to why this was the case.  You were provided with the 
information we hold for your final question. 
 

I have noted your request, our response and your subsequent complaint.  I have taken 
it you are not concerned with the withholding of personal data and that your concerns 
are focused on the withholding of information under the Section 43 exemption only.  I 
have further taken it that you are satisfied with the information provided for your final 
question. 
 
The Code Of Practice issued under section 45 of the Freedom of Information Act 
states that, when disclosure of information is likely to affect the interests of persons or 
bodies who are not the applicant or the authority, they should consult third parties 
about  information held in scope of a request in order to consider whether information 
is suitable for disclosure.  I have considered those views as part of my review.   
 
I am satisfied that placing the Expression of Interest form into the public domain would 
be likely to cause commercial prejudice to the business for the reasons provided in our 
original response.  I am further satisfied that providing a redacted version would be of 
no benefit as the majority of information would be redacted and the remaining text 
would not be meaningful.  The template is available on the Welsh Government’s 
Business Wales website.  
 
On the matter of ensuring eligibility and priority criteria were met before the full Micro 
and Small Business Fund application was submitted, I note you were advised that the 
criteria had indeed been met.  It may have been beneficial to share with you the 
headline details of those eligibility checks and scoring criteria to help demonstrate the 
process.   I note, however, that you already have that information, as detailed in your 
e-mail of complaint, as it is available in the guidance on our Business Wales website at 
https://businesswales.gov.wales/tourism/sites/tourism/files/documents/MSBF_Guidanc
e_Note_QF40_18_07_2018_EN.pdf.   I am therefore satisfied that the response you 
received, which confirmed the criteria had been met, was sound. 
 
Turning to the full MSBF application, I am satisfied that placing the full application into 
the public domain would be likely to cause commercial prejudice for the reasons 
outlined in our response.  Providing a redacted version would not be appropriate as 
the majority of information would be redacted and the remaining text would not be 
meaningful.   
I am further satisfied that we do not hold an environmental assessment or impact 
assessment as it was not necessary as part of the application process to provide this 
evidence.  I note in your complaint you have quoted extracts from the MSBF appraisal 

https://businesswales.gov.wales/tourism/sites/tourism/files/documents/MSBF%20-%20Introductory%20Questionnaire%20E%20080617.docx
https://businesswales.gov.wales/tourism/sites/tourism/files/documents/MSBF_Guidance_Note_QF40_18_07_2018_EN.pdf
https://businesswales.gov.wales/tourism/sites/tourism/files/documents/MSBF_Guidance_Note_QF40_18_07_2018_EN.pdf


criteria which you have located on-line, which specifically refers to environmental 
policies, specifically on page 6 of our guidance: 
 

Description (Where applicable) Description (Where applicable) 
You provide an environmental policy, 
with energy saving and renewable 
energy targets.  

To be evidenced before final payment is 
issued.  

 
I can confirm, however, that with this particular application, it was not necessary to 
provide such evidence.  This is because the collection of an environmental 
assessment was not part of this particular round of MSBF.  It has, however, 
subsequently become part of the process which is why it is now referenced in the on-
line MSBF guidance you have located.  Please accept my apologies for the confusion 
this may have caused.  I can further confirm, therefore that no post-completion 
monitoring against environmental outputs are necessary as referred to in your 
complaint in relation to your fourth question.   
 
In relation to question 5, I can confirm that post completion monitoring will be 
undertaken in September 2023.   
 
To conclude, your complaint is not upheld for the reasons outlined above. 
 
If you remain dissatisfied with this response you also have the right to complain to the 
Information Commissioner at:   
 
Information Commissioner’s Office,  
Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF 
Tel: 01625 545 745 
Fax: 01625 524 510 
Email: casework@ico.org.uk  
 
Also, if you think that there has been maladministration in dealing with your request, 
you have the option to make a complaint to the Public Services Ombudsman for Wales 
who can be contacted at: 
 
Public Services Ombudsman for Wales  
1 Ffordd yr Hen Gae, Pencoed, Bridgend, CF35 5LJ  
Telephone: 0845 6010987 (local rate)  
Email: ask@ombudsman-wales.org.uk 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Jason Thomas 
Director – Culture, Sport and Tourism 

https://businesswales.gov.wales/tourism/sites/tourism/files/documents/MSBF_Guidance_Note_QF40_18_07_2018_EN.pdf
mailto:casework@ico.org.uk
mailto:ask@ombudsman-wales.org.uk

