
 
 
 
 
13 August 2020 
 
Dear                                        , 
 
ATISN 14207 Disposal of turbine blades 
 
Thank you for your request which I received on 3 August 2020 about the disposal of 
wind turbines. The information you requested is below. 
  
1. Information on where and how the Welsh Government plan to deal with the 
problem of turbine blade waste. 
  
The principle of producer responsibility applies to wind developments, so the owner 
of the turbines has to find a solution for managing them at end of life. As we have a 
zero landfill goal for 2025, the owner will need to find a way to recycle them. Most 
wind turbine blades are made of glass fibre, balsa wood and epoxy resin and can be 
recycled. Some turbines have been sold abroad in the second-hand market and 
several have been recycled in the UK to make concrete.  
 
All wind farms in the UK have plans in place to ensure when they reach the end of 
their natural lives, they are decommissioned in an environmentally sensitive way. 
This is a standard condition as part of the planning approval process.  
 
2. Can the Welsh Government confirm that no turbine blades will be permitted to be 
added to landfill? 
 
We are unable to confirm that no blades will be permitted to be landfilled, it will be for 
the operator of the turbines to identify suitable disposal or recovery facilities when 
the blades are decommissioned. We have a general principle of extended producer 
responsibility in Towards Zero Waste –  
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-05/towards-zero-waste-our-
waste-strategy.pdf 
 
This principle includes by extending producer responsibility, producers need to meet 
the full costs of sustainable waste management for their products. We anticipate that 
this would incentivise (through increased cost of waste management) using less 
materials or the use of materials that are easier to recycle instead. 
 
Where possible we would encourage the recovery and recycling of the material in 
line with the Waste Hierarchy and the Wales Waste Strategy but where there are no 
alternatives landfill may be the preferred option. Natural Resources Wales are the 
waste regulator and would regulate the disposal to ensure only appropriate sites 
which takes into account the potential risk to groundwater are considered. 
 
3. If this method of disposal has been used in the past, how many blades have 
already been added to landfill and where? 

https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-05/towards-zero-waste-our-waste-strategy.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-05/towards-zero-waste-our-waste-strategy.pdf


 
We do not hold any information on how many, or where blades have been disposed 
of to landfill in Wales. Natural Resources Wales may be able to provide information 
on this. 
 
4. Are councils throughout Wales required to inform Welsh Government about the 
volume of turbine blade disposal in their areas so that you are fully appraised of both 
landfill capacity and potential for overuse? 
 
Councils are not required to inform the Welsh Government about the volume of 
turbine blade disposal in their areas. In Wales, landfills are operated by a mixture of 
Local Authorities and private companies. The operators of landfill sites have to keep 
a record of types and quantities of waste deposited, these records are provided to 
Natural Resources Wales who are then able to provide data on available landfill 
capacity. 
 
5. Will developers be required to contribute towards the burgeoning costs of disposal 
which are currently adding to the burdens of both councils and taxpayers?  
 
In accordance with the polluter pays principle the operator will pay the costs for 
disposal and management of any wastes reducing the cost to Local Authorities and 
tax payers. Constraints payments are provided to generators connected to the 
National Grid but not to generators connected to the distribution network. Virtually all 
wind developments in Wales are connected to the distribution grid and therefore do 
not receive constraints payments. They may in fact be constrained off the grid with 
resultant loss of income, depending on the nature of their contract with the grid 
operator. Disposal is the responsibility of the operator of developments at the time of 
decommissioning or disposal and should not place a burden on the Local Authority 
or tax payers. 
 
If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you 
can ask for an internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response.  
Requests for an internal review should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s 
Freedom of Information Officer at:  
 
Information Rights Unit,  
Welsh Government, 
Cathays Park,  
Cardiff,  
CF10 3NQ  
 
or Email: Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales 
 
Please remember to quote the ATISN reference number above.     
 
You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner.  The 
Information Commissioner can be contacted at:  Information Commissioner’s Office,  
Wycliffe House,  
Water Lane,  
Wilmslow,  

mailto:Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales


Cheshire,  
SK9 5AF. 
 
However, please note that the Commissioner will not normally investigate a 
complaint until it has been through our own internal review process. 
 
 


