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7 August 2020 

 
 
 
Dear                                          , 
 
ATISN 14140- Infected Blood 
 
Thank you for your request to the Welsh Government for information under the 
Freedom of Information Act (2000) received on 12 July. You have requested the 
following information regarding ‘infected blood’ and I have interpreted your request 
as follows:  
 

1. All correspondence received where the search term "infected blood" appears 
in the e-mail subject or body, during the period 1st Jan 2020 - 31st March 
2020 by Department of Health & Social Services from the Department of 
Health & Social Care and/or Cabinet Office 

 
We are withholding information relating to your request under the following FOIA 
exemptions and our consideration of the identified exemptions is set out in the 
accompanying annex:  

 Section 28(1) sets out an exemption from the right to know, if the disclosure of 
the information in question would, or would be likely to prejudice relations 
between two or more United Kingdom administrations. 
 

 Section 35(1)(a) of the FOIA covers any information relating to the formulation 
and development of government policy.  

 
We have concluded that, in this instance, information related to this request, is held 
for the purpose of formulation and development of government policy and disclosure 
of the information in question would, or would be likely to prejudice relations with the 



UK Government and is therefore exempt under Section 28(1) and Section 35(1) of 
the FOIA at this time.  
 
If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you 
can ask for an internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response.  
Requests for an internal review should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s 
Freedom of Information Officer at:  
 
Information Rights Unit,  
Welsh Government,  
Cathays Park,  
CARDIFF,  
CF10 3NQ  
Email: Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales 
 
Please remember to quote the ATISN reference number above.     
 
You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner.  The 
Information Commissioner can be contacted at:   
 
Information Commissioner’s Office,  
Wycliffe House,  
Water Lane,  
Wilmslow,  
CHESHIRE,  
SK9 5AF. 
 
However, please note that the Commissioner will not normally investigate a 
complaint until it has been through our own internal review process. 
 
Any information released under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 or 
Environmental Information Regulations 2004 will be listed in the Welsh 
Government’s Disclosure Log (at https://gov.wales/about/open-government/freedom-
of-information/responses/?lang=en). 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
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ANNEX 

 

Engagement of Exemptions 

When considering the release of information captured by a request we are required 
to consider the potential effects of disclosure of the information to the wider World. 
This is because information released in response to a FoI request is released to the 
World, not just to the person submitting the request.  As such we need to take into 
account how any other individual may use, or misuse, the information if it is placed 
into the wider public domain. So whilst the request may have a legitimate, and 
benign, interest in accessing the requested information, we could conclude that the 
risk that the information could be misused by others is more compelling and thus the 
information should be withheld.  

Section 28(1) 

Section 28(1) sets out an exemption from the right to know, if the disclosure of the 
information in question would, or would be likely to, prejudice relations between two 
or more United Kingdom administrations. 

We believe at this point in time that should we disclose any information relating to 
our infected blood scheme our day to day working relationship with the other 
administrations within the UK would be significantly prejudiced. As would be 
expected, there is a significant flow of information between the administrations as we 
look to achieve parity across the 4 UK schemes. Once agreed the schemes will 
firstly be shared with beneficiaries and government ministers for approval before 
being released to the public. 

Public interest arguments in favour of release  

Infected Blood is one of the most important UK issues with widespread public 
interest. There has been intense activity across all four UK governments to achieve 
parity in plans and strategy and details should be available to the public as soon as 
possible 

Public interest arguments in favour of withholding  

At this point of time there is a large amount of information passing between 
government agencies on different approaches to the schemes and it would not be in 
the public interest to release information until agreed parity is achieved. The 
proposals will firstly be presented to beneficiaries and Ministers for approval. 

Section 35(1)(a) 

Section 35(1)(a) covers any information relating to the formulation or development of 
government policy.  

The policies dealing with the management of the Welsh Infected Blood Scheme are 
currently under review as all four UK administrations work together to achieve parity. 

Public interest arguments in favour of release  

There is a very strong public interest in the ongoing development of our policies for 
the Welsh Infected Blood Scheme. 

 

 



 

Public interest arguments in favour of withholding 

All UK Nations are working to gain parity for all aspects of infected blood schemes. 
This will eventually contribute to forming new Welsh Government policy for the 
Welsh Infected Blood Scheme. We consider that it is important for Ministers and 
officials from all administrations to be able to undertake discussions, make 
recommendations and formulate new proposals with regard to dealing with infected 
blood and only release information when approved by beneficiaries and Ministers. 

 

Conclusion  

In conclusion, we believe that the risk of harm outweighs the public interest in 
disclosure.   

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


