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30 June 2020  

 
Dear Mr O’Leary 
 
As you will be aware, to slow the spread of coronavirus, the law in Wales requires people to 
‘stay local’ unless they have a reasonable excuse to leave their local area.  Those 
reasonable excuses include the need to travel for work (where it is not reasonably 
practicable to undertake that work from home); to provide care for or to help someone who 
needs it, such as an older person, a child or a vulnerable adult; or on compassionate 
grounds.  At this time, the law in Wales does not permit people to leave their local area to 
travel for leisure purposes, or to go on holiday.   
 
I understand that Ryanair are to resume scheduled flights from Cardiff Airport on Friday 3 
July to Malaga and Faro.  In operating these services I hope you will appreciate that those 
travelling on your services on Friday should only be doing so if that travel is essential and 
permitted by the law in Wales. At the time of writing my Ministerial colleagues and I intend to 
relax these restrictions further on 6 July, which should, provided conditions allow, enable 
travel for holidays from that date. 
 
Given that the departure of your flights on Friday pose a risk of encouraging people to 
breach the ‘stay local’ regulations I do not think that this flights should be going ahead. I 
would be grateful if you could consider cancelling your flying operations until Monday, 6 
July.       
 
 
Yours sincerely  
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