
Post-16 consistent performance measures  
Update | July 2020   

This briefing provides an update on the development 
of the consistent post-16 performance measures.  

Click here for the Hwb playlist which provides a 
summary of the development of the measures. 

We welcome your feedback on any aspects of the 
measures. If you have any questions or comments, 
please send them to post16quality@gov.wales. 

 The measures: 

 
Achievement 

The completion and attainment of learners undertaking A level, 
vocational and Welsh Baccalaureate programmes. 

   

 
Value added 

The progress made by learners, over and above what would 
normally be expected based on their prior attainment and gender. 

   

 
Destinations 

The proportion of learners who progress into further learning 
(including higher education) and/or employment. 

 

Impact of COVID-19  

 In her written statement of 18 March on the cancellation of the 2020 summer examinations series, the Minister for Education confirmed that 
we will not use the results to publish performance measures or use them as part of normal accountability arrangements.  This includes the 
consistent measures for achievement and value added, which will not be produced for 2019/20. 

 We will need to carry out and publish (at a national level) other forms of analysis on the data. Any statistical release would not form part of 
any of our regular series on performance measures, but as part of the analysis of the impact of COVID-19 on this cohort of learners. 

 

Achievement 

 At the 4 June meeting of the Software Development Forum, the views of local authority representatives was that continuing with the full Post-
16 Collection would be the easiest option for schools. Many schools will have been preparing their data in the format required for this 
collection and any alternative approach would likely have caused more difficulties than it resolved. Data on learning programmes and activities 
undertaken by learners during the 2019/20 academic year is required to define the base cohort for the two-year 2020/21 achievement 
measures. This data is also extremely valuable in understanding the impact of the current pandemic on this cohort of learners. Colleges are 
continuing to submit data to the Lifelong Learning Wales Record (LLWR). 

 We do not intend to produce the full two-year General Education Achievement measure for 2020/21, due to the potential impact of disruptions 
during the cohort’s first year of study in 2019/20.   

 As part of the post-16 achievement measures, we produce a range of information that would not be directly affected by the calculated grades, 
including starts, dropouts, retention and completion.  There is scope to use this data to understand the impact of COVID-19 on learners at a 
national level, without producing our usual statistical outputs for the achievement measure in 2019/20. 
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 In her written statement of 3 July, the Minister for Education recognised that the range of providers (sixth forms, FE institutions, workbased 
learning and adult learning) and different types of programmes are affected in different ways. Some outcomes in 2020/21 will reflect a two-
year programme for learners, while others are covering a single year of study. We will, therefore, consider the best approach to post-16 
performance measures for 2020/21. We will engage with the sector before any final decision is taken, in order to consider what would be 
useful to help their own monitoring and quality assurance processes. 

 

Value added 

 The post-16 value added contract with FFT was extended to March 2021 to cover the release of 2019/20 reports, which are not now going 
ahead.  

 We have postponed a planned evaluation of the performance measures which would inform decisions on the future of the value added 
measure.  This means that we will potentially see a hiatus of up to three years before any future version of the measure could be introduced; 
data is impacted for 2019/20 and 2021/22 (the latter being based on the 2020 GCSE cohort reaching the end of two years’ Level 3 study), 
and there appears to be little value in reintroducing the measure for one year in 2020/21 only to withdraw it again.  We are still intending to 
evaluate the use of value added as part of our overall suite of consistent measures. 

 We have commissioned the Administrative Data Research Centre Wales (ADRC) to identify the learner characteristics that impact most 
on post-16 achievement, and model approaches to incorporating these characteristics into the achievement measures at programme and 
course level.  We will provide an update on this in the autumn. 

 

Destinations 

 Following a delay due to an error in the data matching process, national statistics on destinations for learners finishing a learning 
programme in 2016/17 were published in April 2020. The individual 2016/17 provider reports will be issued to schools and colleges in the 
autumn term.  

 The national statistics on destinations for learners finishing a learning programme in 2017/18 are due to be published in autumn 2020, 
along with the issuing of individual 2017/18 provider reports to schools and colleges. 

 As this measure is published on a different timescale to the other measures (to allow time for learners to progress into a sustained 
destination and for their data to be collected, matched and analysed), we are not due to report on the 2019/20 cohort until September 2022. 
At this time we will consider how the disruption to learning experienced by the 2019/20 cohort will impact on the destination measures. 
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Consultation and engagement  What we have deferred 

 We will convene a working group to get your views regarding our 
proposed approach to performance measures for 2020/21. 

 What data (if any) would be would be useful to help your own 
monitoring and quality assurance processes? 

 

Please send your thoughts to post16quality@gov.wales 

  The formal consultation on the replacement of legacy sixth 
form performance measures.  

 The baseline evaluation of the measures in 2020 to identify the 
potential unintended consequences and actions to mitigate them. 

 Development of the Post-16 Choices online portal (similar to My 
Local School). 
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