
 

 

Rydym yn croesawu derbyn gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg.  Byddwn yn ateb gohebiaeth a dderbynnir yn Gymraeg yn Gymraeg ac ni fydd 
gohebu yn Gymraeg yn arwain at oedi.  
 
We welcome receiving correspondence in Welsh.  Any correspondence received in Welsh will be answered in Welsh and corresponding 
in Welsh will not lead to a delay in responding.   
 
Cathays Park 
Cardiff 
CF10 3NQ    
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
Eich cyf/Your ref  
Ein cyf/Our ref ATISN 14084 
 
 
 
Dear  
 
ATISN 14084 Regarding the Recognition of Awarding Bodies 
 
Thank you for your request which I received on 25 June and for your subsequent discussion 
with my colleague Debra Lewis on 26 June 2020, where you clarified and narrowed your 
request. 
 
In your revised request you asked for copies of applications to become recognised by the 
following organisations: CILEx, NCFE, NOCN, TQUK along with any subsequently agreed 
amendments to these and any statements of compliance or self-certification issued by these 
organisations. 
 

In relation to these organisations, we have currently identified that we hold the information 
listed below, that you requested. This is provided as an Annex to this letter: 
 

- CILEx – Statement of Compliance (2013), Statement of Compliance (2014) and 
Statement of Compliance (2015); 

- NCFE - Statement of Compliance (2013), Statement of Compliance (2014) and 
Statement of Compliance (2015); 

- NOCN – Statement of Compliance and Specific Conditions Annex (2013) and 
Statement of Compliance (2014); 

- TQUK – Letter of Recognition from the Welsh Government (2013), Statement of 
Compliance (2014) and Statement of Compliance (2015). 

  
In considering the information that we have provided, the following should provide helpful 

contextual information. 

 

CILEX, NCFE and NOCN were not recognised by the Welsh Government, this was done by 

ACCAC the Qualifications, Curriculum and Assessment Authority for Wales. This 

organisation merged with the Welsh Government on 1 April 2006.  

 

Qualifications Wales was established, via the Qualifications Wales Act 2015, as the 

independent regulator of qualifications in Wales from 1 September 2015. As such a number 

of Awarding Bodies submitted their Statements of Compliance and associated evidence to 

Qualifications Wales rather than the Welsh Government in 2015. 
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The documents we have provided to you all date from 2013, as this is the date that the 

Welsh Government Education department’s records became electronic. We are currently 

unable to access our paper records, to confirm whether or not we hold any further relevant 

information that we could release to you, due to the restrictions arising from Covid-19. 

 

We are not yet in a position to be able to confirm when we will have access our paper 

records but I would be happy to write to you again before the end of September to provide 

you with an update. I would be grateful if you could confirm that you would wish us to do 

this. 

 

As you will appreciate, the Welsh Government is facing unprecedented challenges during 

the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. As a result resources, both finances and people, are 

being diverted away from many of our usual activities to deal with the pandemic. This will 

undoubtedly impact on our ability to comply with the normal requirements for information 

rights work and as a result you may experience delays when making information rights 

requests during the pandemic. We thank you for your understanding during this time. 

 

The following is a link to the blog page of the Information Commissioner’s web site where 

you can find an article entitled “FOI and the coronavirus: a measured approach” 

 

https://ico.org.uk/about-the-ico/news-and-events/icos-blog-on-its-information-rights-work/ 

 
If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you can ask for 
an internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response.  Requests for an 
internal review should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s Freedom of Information 
Officer at:  
 
Information Rights Unit,  
Welsh Government, 
Cathays Park,  
Cardiff,  
CF10 3NQ  
 
or Email: Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales 
 
Please remember to quote the ATISN reference number above.     
 
You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner.  The Information 
Commissioner can be contacted at:  Information Commissioner’s Office,  
Wycliffe House,  
Water Lane,  
Wilmslow,  
Cheshire,  
SK9 5AF 
 
However, please note that the Commissioner will not normally investigate a complaint until it 
has been through our own internal review process. 
 
Yours sincerely 

https://ico.org.uk/about-the-ico/news-and-events/icos-blog-on-its-information-rights-work/

