
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Parc Cathays ● Cathays Park 

Caerdydd ● Cardiff 
CF10 3NQ   

   

   

 

E-mail request 
 
 
Our ref: ATISN 13987 
Date: 2 July 2020 
 
Dear  
 
ATISN 13987 
 
Thank you for your request which I received on 18 May 2020. You asked for: 
 

 A list of dates of any meetings between Welsh Ministers and Ministers from other 
UK nations regarding the Welsh Government’s lockdown ‘exit strategy’.  

 
 Copies of any correspondence between the Welsh Government and the 

Governments of the other UK nations (including the UK Government) regarding the 
Welsh Government’s lockdown ‘exit strategy’.  

 
With regard to part 1 of your request, details of meetings will be published in due course at 
the following link: http://gov.wales/about/cabinet/ministerial-code/?lang=en, therefore this 
information is currently exempt from publication under Section 22 of the Freedom of 
Information Act (2000). Section 22 is a publicly tested exemption and I have set out my 
arguments for non-disclosure at Annex 1 to this letter.   
 
With regard to part 2 of your request, Section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act allows 
a public authority to refuse a request if it calculates that dealing with it would exceed the 
appropriate limit. The appropriate limit specified for central government is £600. I have 
also set out at Annex 1, the reasons for refusal under Section 12. 
 
If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you can ask 
for an internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response. Requests for an 
internal review should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s Freedom of Information 
Officer at:  
 
Information Rights Unit  
Welsh Government 
Cathays Park  
Cardiff  
CF10 3NQ  

http://gov.wales/about/cabinet/ministerial-code/?lang=en


 
Or e-mail: Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales 
 
Please remember to quote the ATISN reference number above.     
 
You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner. The Information 
Commissioner can be contacted at:   
 
Information Commissioner’s Office  
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane  
Wilmslow  
Cheshire  
SK9 5AF 
 
However, please note that the Commissioner will not normally investigate a complaint until 
it has been through our own internal review process. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 

mailto:Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales


Annex 1 
 
Section 22: Information intended for future publication.  
 
The Welsh Government believes that Section 22 is applied in relation to the requested 
information. Section 22 of the Freedom of Information Act is subject to the public interest 
test. This means that in order to withhold information under its provisions, any personal 
interest of the requester notwithstanding, it has to be shown that the public interest in 
withholding the information outweighs that in releasing it. 
 
Public interest arguments in favour of disclosure  
 
The general presumption of openness and transparency, which the Freedom of 
Information Act aspires to. 
 
Public interest arguments against disclosure 
 
The intended publication date is in the not too distant future.   
 
The Welsh Government acknowledges the public interest in openness and transparency, 
and Ministerial attendance at engagements and events is published quarterly.  
 
Therefore, we believe the public interest would be better served in the information being 
published at the appropriate time. To that end, I believe the information in relation to 
Ministerial meetings should be withheld under s22 of the Act, until it is published in due 
course at the following link: http://gov.wales/about/cabinet/ministerial-code/?lang=en 
 
Section 12: Cost of compliance exceeds the appropriate limit 
 
I have concluded that it will cost more than the appropriate limit established in the 
Freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulations 
2004 to consider your request. The appropriate limit specified for central government is 
£600. When calculating whether or not your request exceeds the appropriate limit, I am 
allowed to consider the time it is likely to take to establish if we hold the information, locate 
the information, retrieve the information and extract it. If these tasks are estimated to take 
more than 24 hours of working time, the limit will have been exceeded. 
 
Welsh Government would need to poll all (or virtually all) policy areas to establish the 
extent of correspondence (in any form) and whether some or all of that falls within the 
scope of your request. If you are able to provide a specific time frame in conjunction with a 
theme or subject matter that may bring your request to within the appropriate limit. Any 
reformulation of your question will be considered a new request for information. 

http://gov.wales/about/cabinet/ministerial-code/?lang=en

